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TO 


DOCTOR  THYNNE, 


A.S  difeafes  of  the  Uterus  are  not 
only  formidable  but  frequent,  every 
attempt,  however  infignificant,  to 
facilitate  their  removal  or  obviate 
their  occurrence  will,  it  is  prefum- 
ed, be  deemed  laudable.  This 
confideration  is  an  inducement 
which  prevails  on  me  to  dedicate 
the  following  {beets  to  one,  whofe 

celebrity 


DEDICATION/ 


& 
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celebrity  in  this  department  of  me- 
dicine is  univerfally  acknowledged.  I 
The  alTociation  of  fuperior  talents 
with  unexampled  liberality,  qualify 
you  in  an  efpecial  manner  to  dete6i: 
faults,  and  to  extenuate  them  ; and 
if  thefe  motives  had  not  prompted 
me  to  fele6l  your  name,  I fhould 
have  been  anxious  to  embrace  the 
, opportunity  of  alluring  you  how  • 
much  I am  your  obliged  friend, 

and  obedient 

humble  fervant,  ! 

I 

GEORGE  REES.  ! 
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PREFACE. 


Whoever  is  interefted  in  the  inveftigation 
of  thofe  complaints  wliich  form  the  fubjed;  of 
the  following  flieets,  will  readily  acknowledge 
the  infufficiency  of  our  prefent  information. 
Perhaps  it  will  not  be  prefumptuous  to  infi- 
nuate,  that  no  cafes  more  frequently  baffle  the 
efforts  of  praditioners,  than  uterine  difeafes. 
This  imperfedion  originates  partly  in  that 
pernicious  modefly  by  which  fome  women 
, facrifice  their  health  to  their  prejudices,  and 
partly  from  the  obicurity  which  has  hitherto 
enveloped  the  fubjed.  The  author,  however, 
is  inclined  to  hope  it  may  be  in  his  power  to 
leffen  the  confcqiiences  which  enfue  from  each 
of  thefe  fources,  as  he  trufts  what  he  has  de- 
livered will  he  fufficicntly  intelligible  and  con- 
clufivc  to  point  out  the  ncccffity  of  an  early 
attention  to  thefe  diforders,  and  to  perfuade 
the  praditioner  to  afford  manual  affldance 

when 
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when  the  opportunity  prefents;  for  I think 
wc  are  authorized  to  infer  that  many  cafes 
have  proved  fatal,  from  negative  mifcondud:. 
I would  illuftrate  this  ailertion  by  alluding  to 
dropfy  of  the  uterus.  This  difeafe  is  con- 
fidently hated  by  fome  experienced  pradtition- 
ers  to'  be  an  imaginary  cafe  j for,  fay  the^, 
the  os  uteri  being  a ready  and  effedlual  outlet, 
it  can  never  happen  but  by  an  obliteration  of 
its  apertufe : hence  then  it  muh;  be  an  exten- 
iive  hydatid^  or  an  ahemblage  of  hydatids,  or 
it  muh;  originate  frpm  fome  prjeternatural 
formation.  Now  as  the  very  ehence  of  drop- 
fy, if  I may  ufe  the  exprehlon,  confihs  in  an 
increafe  of  that  interhitial  huid  with  which 
all  membranous  furfaces  are  moihened,  the 
cavity  of  the  uterus  might  without  any  infringe- 
ment of  the  animal  ceconomy  be  fuppofed  fuf- 
ccptible  of  the  fame  ehedt,  provided  fuch  a 
caufe  fhould  exih  as  would  prevent  the  extri-^ 
cation  of  the  huid.  In  the  cafes  which  I have 
brought  forward  is  exemplified  the  poffibility 
of  this  event ; in  thcit  feledted  from  Bonetus, 
a fmall  cxcrefence  at  the  mouth  of  the  womb 
prevented  the  cfcape  of  the  water,  which 

amounted 
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amounted  to  upwards  of  feventy  pints.  Now 
is  it  unreafonable,  or  unfair,  to  conclude  that 
relief  might  here  have  been  admin  iftered  by 
removing  the  obftrudiion,  and  the  life  of  the 
patient  been  prolonged  ? Thefe  refledlions  may 
familiarife  our  minds  with  limilar  occurrences, 
and  afford  profitable  hints  for  future  pradtice,  ^ 
On  the  fubjedt  of  Molesj  though  I have  not' 
attempted  regular  claffification,  I have  offered 
fuch  diflindlions  as  I deem  effentially  necef- 
fary,  and  have  endeavovred  to  give  this  hither- 
to indefinable  expreffion  fome  certain  fignifi- 
cation.  With  regard  to  fchirrus  of  the  womb, 
my  principal  objedl  has  been  to  propagate  an 
opinion  which  I believe  to  be  corredt,  that  it 
has  not  in  general  a difpofition  to  cancer  ; that 
as  the  uterus  from  bemg  loofe/y  fituated  in  a ca- 
vity, has  no  fubflantial  fupport ; it  is  peculi- 
arly liable  to  induration  and  enlargement,  which 
luay  probably  be  removed  by  fuitable  re- 
ined ies. 
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IN  treating  on  difeafes  of  the  uterus,  it  will 
be  proper  in  the  firft  place  to  give  a con- 
cife  anatomical  defcription  of  the  parts  to 
which  we  may  have  occafion  to  refer  j for 
though  the  ftrufture  of  thefe  parts  has  beeri 
well  defcribed  by  feveral  authors,  the  reader 
ought  not  to  be  under  the  neceffity  of  having 
recourfe  to  another  work,  in  order  to  under- 
ftand  what  is  advanced  in  this.  I fhall  there- 
fore take  the  liberty  of  faying  fo  much  with 
regard  to  the  uterus  and  its  appendages,  as  may 
ferve  to  interpret  the  fubfequent  pages.  • ’ 

The  uterus  is  fituated  in  the  cavity  of  the 
pelvis,  between  the  bladder  and  redum ; the 
fundus  uteri  being  the  upper  part,  and  fituated 
a little  obliquely  with  regard  to  the  axis  of  the 
pelvis. 
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In  the  unimpregnated  ftate  of  the  adult 

fubjeft  this  organ  is  about  three  inches  in  its 
longeft  diameter,  and  two  inches  from 

fide  to  fide,  and  its  comparifon  with  an  in- 
verted flafk  conveys  a good  idea  of  its  fhape 
and  fituation. 

The  fubftance  is  firm  and  compadt,  being 
compofed  of  nerves,  blood- vefTels,  lympha- 

tics, and  mufcular  fibres,  clofely  and  ffrongly 
connedled  by  cellular  fubftance. 

The  mufcularity  of  this  organ  has  been  fre- 
quently doubted,  fince  it  has  not  always  been 
poffible  to  demonfirate  the  exiftencc  o’f  mufcu- 
lar fibres  ; but  the  oeconomy  of  the  part,  and 
the  efforts  it  is  capable  of  making  in  the  ex- 
pulfion  of  any  thing  from  its  cavity,  is  a fuf- 
ficient  evidence  of  its  poffefling  mufcularity ; 
befides  that,  Ruyfch  and  other  anatomiffs 
have  fliewn,  in  the  moft  fatisfadlory  manner, 
their  exiffence  and  arrangement. 

The  cavity  of  the  unimpregnated  uterus  is 
very  inconfiderable,  becaufe  its  fides  approxi- 
mate clofely  to  each  other.  It  correfponds  in 
fhape  with  the  exterior  appearances,  forming 
an  irregular  triangle,  and  has  three  openings. 

c.  One 
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One  from  the  infei^ior  ■ portion  of  the 

uterus,  denominate J the  os  uteri,  the  two 
others  from  the  angles  of  the  fundus  uteri, 
forming  the  fhorteft  hde  of  the  triangle.  In 
the  natural  ftate  the  opening  of  the  os  uteri 
will  fcarcely  admit  a probe  to  pafs,  and  the 
fuperior  orifices,  which  are  the  openings  of 
the  fallopian  tubes,  can  only  be  perforated  by 
the  fize  of  a hog’s  briftle. 

Yet,  notwithftanding  thefe  very  limited 

dimenfions,  the  cavity  is  always  preferved 
perfedl  and  entire. 

That  portion  of  the  uterus  which  is  between 
the  inferior  opening  and  the  wide  part  of  its 
cavity,  is  called  the  cervix ; it  is  lined  by  a 
reflexion  of  the  fame  membrane  that  covers 
the  vagina,  is  continued  likewife  over  the 
whole  interior  furface  of  the  uterus,  and  pafTes 
a little  way  up  the  fallopian  tubes,  leaving 
their  orifices  unobliterated.  In  the  cervix 

uteri  are  feen  feveral  fmall  perforations,  and 
fmall  glandular  corpufcles ; the  former  are 
with  great  reafon  fuppofed  to  fecrete  the  men- 
firual  difeharge,  as  in  women  who  have  died 
at  this  period,  a fmall  quantity  of  coloured 

B 2 fluid 
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fluid  has  been  obferved  to  exude  through 
them. 

The  glandular  ftrudture  likewife  anfwers  an 
important  purpofe  in  fecreting  a mucus  to 
clofe  the  entrance  after  impregnation  has  been 
accompliflied ; for  it  is  to  be  confidered  as 
highly  ellential  that  the  entrance  to  the  cavity 
fhould  be  free  and  unobftrudted  previous  to 
conception,  and  that  it  fhould  be  clofed  when 
that  procefs  is  completed. 

From  the  two  openings  already  mentioned 
as  fituated  at  the  fundus  of  the  uterus,  com- 
mence the  tubae  fallopianae,  which  are  two 
in  number,  and  extend  along  the  broad 
ligaments  to  the  edge  of  the  pelvis,  where 
their  extremities  become  jagged  and  irregular, 
and  are  loofely  fituated  near  two  bodies  called 
the  Gvaria ; thefeN  are  two  whitifh  oblong 
fiibftances  near  the  fides  of  the  fundus  uteri, 
to  which  they  are  fixed  by  a kind  of  fhort 
pund  ligament*,  and  inclofed  in  a duplicaturc 

of 

^ It  was  uniyerfally  fuppofed  by  the  ancient  writers  that 
the  ovaria  of  the  female  correfponded  in  ftru£lure  and 
fundlion  with  the  tefticles  of  the  male,  a fiippofition 

that 
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of  the  ligamenta  lata.  The  pofterior  part'  of 
the  uterus  is  covered  by  a reflexion  of  Perito- 
naeum,  which  after  pafling  over  its  fundus,  is 
continued  to  the  bladder  anteriorly,  and  the 
redum  behind:  in  pafling  to  the  redtum  it 
dips  down,  leaving  a cavity  or  depreffion,  in 
which,  fometimes,  though  rarely,  the  intef- 

V ■ * ♦ - 

tines  have  become  ftrangulated-f-.  -• 

This  membrane  likewife  by  its  duplicatures, 
forms  the  ligamenta  lata,  arifing  from  the 
fldes  of  the  uterus,  and  extending  to  the'neigh- 
bouring  lateral  parts  of  the  pelvis,  which  it 
divides  into  two  cavities,  forming  a mem- 
branous feptum  ; the  laminae  of  thefe  duplica- 
tures are  united  by  cellular  rhembranes,  and 
contain  the  fallopian  tubes,  ligamenta  rotun- 
da, &c. 

« * 

that  was  ftrengthened  by  the  'exiftence  of  this  fliort 
Kxmd  ligament,  which  they  confidered  as  a tube  conduc- 
ing the  femen  fecreted  by  the  ovarium  into  the  uterus. 
This  egregious  miftake  is  now  no  longer  entertained  by  the 
*nore  accurate  anatom  ills  of  the  prefent  age. 

+ Elytrocele  Vogel,  cccc  ij.  Hernia  in  Vagina  Uteri 
emincns. 

Fide  Dr.  Denman’s  Midwifery. 

The 
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The  ligamenta  rotunda  arife:  from  the  fides 
of  the  fundus  uteri,  and  after  paffing  through 
thi?^  inveftiture  of  the  peritoniiimy  defcend. 
through  the  abdominal  rings,  and  terminate 
in  the  fubftance  of  the  mons  veneris. 

Thefe  ligaments  are  fo  attached  to  the  ute- 
rus,j.a%  to  allow  even  in  the  virgin  flate  con- 
liderable  motion  upwards  and  downwards^ 
pid  favoi*s  the  expanlion  and  elevation*  of 
the  [Uterys  in.itimejof  pregnancy.  Byr  this 
peculi^ritycof  llrudture,  many  advantages  are 
prQcdred  for, ’the  pregnant  woman,  but  thele 
are  hkejyife.icoyhterbalanced  by  feveral  incon- 
ve^ieqciesj;  to;  ^hich  the  fame  circumllances 
r;fr^der_.the:rn  liable-,'! ^ _ f ^ 

i^rorn:  ,what  Jias^  already  been  faid .with  . re- 
gard to  the  anatomy  of  thofe  parts,  it  appears, 
that  the' uterus,  though  by  its  lituation  admi- 
rably well  protected  from  injury,  is  not  well 
feCLired  or  fupported.  This  might  at  firli 
appear  an  imperfediion  of  nature,  but  we  are 
to  recoiled);  that  )the  uterus  is  particularly  ap- 
propriated for  the  habitation  of  the  foetus ; it 
is  therefore  adapted  to  /Vr  ufe  and  necelTities, 
and  not  for  the  advantage, of  the  parent.  It  is 
. r even 
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even  proved  to  be  an  organ  not  at  all  necefTary 
to  life,  as  it  has  frequently  been  removed,  and 
the  patient  has  furvived  the  deprivation*.^  No 

j ■ / ■ one, 

* ‘ 

* The  uterus  Is  an  organ  which  is  not  abfolutdy  necef- 
fary  to  life,  fince  many  animals  have  been  known  to  live 
after  it  has  been  taken  out. 

Dr.  White’s  TreaUfe  on  thf  Management  of 
Lying- in-f'Fomen,  p.  458. 

•  Sin  vero  putrefcat,  exfeindendus  eft 

uterus,  auferendo  e corpore  mulieris,  neque  detdrreamini 
ubi  nccelTitas  urget. 

Huron.  Mercur.  de  Morh.  Muller. 

• 

Mulieres,  exciflTo  utero,  fanas  fupervixifle  teftatus  eft  Ni- 
colaus Florentinus. 

JEtiuSy  lib.  16,  cap.  76. 

Cum  remeare  in  fuum  locum  uterus  non  poteft  ita  ut 
aliquando  corrumpat,  et  nifi  abfeindatur  totum  corpus  cor- 

nimpatur abfeindi  autem  pofle 

abfque  vitae  difpendio  docet  Roulfet.  de  partu  Ca:rar- 

Pauli  Zaccha:i  .^uajl.  Medico-legal,  p.  778. 

Thefe  quotations  ferve  to  (hew  that  the  ancients  dul  nt>t 
confider  the  removal  of  the  uterus  incompatible  with  the 
future  exiftcnce  df  the  woman.  A more  modern  writer 

than 
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one,  it  is  true,  at  prefent  thinks  of  fuch  an 
operation,  which  for  feveral  reafons  would 
be  equally  dangerous  and  defperate;  but  the 
poflibility  of  the  event  is  a proof  of  the  validi- 
ty of  the  aflertion,  that  it  is  an  organ  not  ne- 
ceflary  to  life. 

Before  we  finifh  this  anatomical  defcription, 
it  will  be  neceflary  to  fay  a few  words  relative 
to  fome  other  parts  in  connexion  or  in  the  vi- 

than  either  of  the  three  lafl:  mentioned  (Dr.  T urner)  gives 
us  a remarkable  hiftory  of  a cafe  in  which  an  operation  of 
this  kind  was  performed  without  fatal  confequences.  His 
words  are  thefe,  “ An  elderly  woman,  whofe  intelle£ls  were 
deranged,  under  a fit  of  melancholy,  was  pondering  how 
to  free  herfelf  from  this  inconvenience  (alluding  to  a proci- 
dentia uteri,  which  fhe  had  in  a confiderable  degreej  and 
unknown  to  any  perfon  of  the  family,  taking  her  opportu- 
nity, firft  putting  herfelf  in  a fuitable  pofiure,  with  one 
hand  fhe  draws  down  the  prolapfed  body,  whilft  with  her 
hufband’s  razor  in  the  other,  got  it  as  were  by  fiealth,  (lie 
> cxcifed  all  within  her  reach,  then  putting  a clout  up  to  the 
parts,  fhe  got  into  bed.”  After  detailing  the  progrefs  of 
her  cure,  he  adds,  “ She  now  gets  out  of  bed,  takes  her 
nourilhment  and  refi,  the  difcharge  from  the  wound  being 
inconfiderable,  and  the  fame  bidding  fair  for  the  healing 
fuddenly.” 

VliU  Turner’s  Surgery,  Fol.  II. 

cinity 
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cinity  of  the  uterus,  the  mouth  of  which  ter- 
minates in  that  large  canal  the  vagina.  This 
part  varies  very  much  with  refped:  to  its  di- 
menhons,  according  to  the  general  fize  of  the 
fubjedt,  or  the  dilfenfion  it  may  have  under- 
gone in  confequence  of  child-bearing;  it  is 
however  in  all  fubjedts  very  loofely  attached  by 
furrounding  cellular  fubftance,  and  hence,  when 
any  caufes  produce  a prolapfus,  or  bearing- 
dow'n  of  the  uterus,  this  part  likewife  foon 
yields  to  the  prefTure. 

The  entrance  to  the  vagina  is  narrowed  in 
the  virgin-ftate  by  means  of  a membranous 
expanfion  called  the  hymen,  which  leaves  an 
opening  in  its  center  for  the  menftrual  dif- 
charge.  This  part  is  fubjedt  to  great  altera- 
tion and  variety  ; in  fomc  women  it  is  (light 
and  eahly  ruptured,  but  in  others  fo  firm  and 
compadt,  as  to  make  very  conlidcrablc  relill- 
ance,  and  proves  an  obhacle  fometimes  to  the 
completion  of  the  connubial  rites.  It  varies 
likewile  with  regard  to  the  diameter  of  tl.e 
perforation,  being  fometimes  very  fmall,  and 
even  in  fome  inflanccs  completely  obliterated. 

hrom  the  circuinflance  abo'.  e (lated,  namely 

C the 
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the  firmnefs  of  this  membrane,  the  opinion 
has  principally  originated,  that  impregnation 
' can  take  place  without  the  introduftion  of  the 
femen  mafeulinum  into  the  uterus.  As  the 
other  parts  which  are  generally  included  in  the 
female  organs  of  generation  are  not  at  prefent 
interefting  in  this  treatife,  I fliall  omit  the 
confideration  of  their  flrudure ; and  proceed 
therefore  to  enquire  into  thofe  affections  to 
which  the  uterus  is  more  frequently  liable,  as 
from  this  circumftance  arife  the  principal  part 
of  female  complaints ; an  alteration  in  its  ftruc- 
ture  or  fituation,  or  an  interruption  to  the  regu- 
larity of  its  functions,  give  rife  to  a multitude 
of  fymptoms,  which  it  is  our  bufinefs  to  un- 
derftand  and  relieve. 

Authors  who  have  written  on  this  fubjeCt 
have  not,  in  my  opinion,  been  fufficiently 
attentive  to  the  peculiar  circumftances  apper- 
taining to  the  ftruCture  and  economy  of  the 
uterus,  which  would  not  only  explain  the 
theory  of  difeafes,  but  point  out  more  forcibly 
the  cautions  by  which  we  might  obviate  their 
frequency.  Let  us  therefore  confider  the  womb. 

As 
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As  a fpungy  * vafcuLir  fubflance,  loofely  fitua- 
ted  in  a cavity^  and  capable  by  its  peculiar 
Jiruclure  of-  undergoing  conjiderable  enlargement 
and  expanfon. 

To  fliew  the  inconveniences  to  which  it  is 
liable  as  a fpungy  vafcular  fubftance,  we  need 
only  for  a moment  conlider  how  the  circula- 
tion is  carried  on  in  the  other  parts  of  the  body. 

The  heart  is  the  grand  main  fpring  of  vafcu- 
lar a6Uon  ; it  throws  forward  the  blood  with 
a confiderable  degree  of  force  j but  this  force, 
great  as  it  is  faid  to  be  by  fome  mathematical 
phyficians  who  have  attempted  the  calcula- 
tion, is  not  fufficient  to  diftribute  the  blood 
through  the  finer  arterial  ramifications. 

It  is  thrown  forward,  therefore,  by  a con- 
traction of  the  arteries  themfelves,  fimilar  and 
fynchronous  with  the  motions  of  the  heart ; 

* I am  very  well  aware  that  the  term  fpungy  is  excep- 
tionable, but  perhaps  there  is  no  word  which  will  better 
defcribe  the  texture  of  the  uterus,  which  is  principally  a 
compages  of  vefTels  fomewhat  loofely  conne£led  by  cellular 
membrane.  If  I were  to  plead  by  precedent  for  the  adop- 
tion of  the  term,  I need  only  mention  the  corpus  fpongiofum 
penis,  which  is  received  by  general  alTent,  though  it  is  not 
more  applicable  or  appropriate. 
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hence  all  ftagnation  and  accumulation  in  thefe 
veflels  are  prevented.  But  it  is  not  fo  with 
regard  to  the  return  of  blood  through  the  veins, 
they  do  not  poflefs  the  fame  contradlile  power, 
and  it  might  be  difficult  to  conceive,  a priori^ 
how  the  return  of  blood  fhould  be  effeded 
as  it  is,*  in  a diredlion  contrary  to  its  own  gra- 
vity, which  is  the  cafe  with  refpedt  to  the 
lower  extremities. 

This  is  facilitated  by  the  interpofition  of 
valves,  whereby  the  regreffive  motion  of  the 
blood  is  prevented,  and  more  efpecially  by  the 
adtion  of  the  mufcles  contiguous  to  the  veffels. 

This  needs  no  proof,  as  it  would  be  ridicu- 
lous to  prove  what  nobody  doubts.  The  fwell- 
ing  of  the  low^er  extremities  when  a perfon 
flands  a confiderable  length  of  time  without 
walking;  the  increafed  impetus  with  which 
the  blood  rulhes  through  the  orifice  of  a vein 
w'hen  tied  up  by  clenching  the  fift,  are  palpa- 
ble evidences;  and  yet,  notwithftanding  this, 
provifion  is  made  for  the  prevention  ot  accu- 
mulacion,  obiftrudtion  and  fulnefs  very  fre- 
quently occur  when  there  is  debility  in  the 
fyhem. 

The 
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The  uterus,  therefore,  as  being  a body 
which  is  extremely  vafcular,  is  in  an  cfpecial 
manner  liable  to  the  lame  caufes  ; from  being 
fituated  loofely  in  a cavity,  it  has  not  that  fup- 
port  which  the  blood-velTels  in  the  extremi- 
ties receive,  neither  has  it  that  mufcular  adion 
produced  by  exercife,  whereby  its  circulation 
can  be  quickened.  It  is  vafcular,  but  it  is 
fpungy ; and  though  the  term  fpungy  may  not 
be  elegant  or  perfed:ly  corred;,  it  will  convey 
that  idea  which  will  ferve  to  explain  its  appear- 
ance. Hence  it  is  natural  to  exped  it  would 
be  liable  to  induration  and  enlargement,  and 
that  it  is,  is  too  frequently  teftified  by  exam- 
ples. However,  as  we  have  attempted  ana- 
logy in  one  inftance,  let  us  have  recourfe  to  it 
in  another. 

Having  mentioned  a fvvelling  in  the  lower 
extremities  as  a proof  of  infufficient  adion  in 
the  veflTcls,  let  us  conlider  when  this  is  moft 
obvious,  and  it  will  be  readily  anfwered : when 
the  fyflem  begins  to  flag,  then  venous  plethora 
is  mofl:  prevalent ; hence  it  is  the  effed  of  de- 
bility and  relaxation. 

So  with  refped  to  the  uterus,  when  the 
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veflels  are  weakened,  they  are  more  liable  to 
diftenfion ; and  thus  it  is,  that  perfons  of  a 
weak  fcrophulous  habit,  who  lead  a fedentary 
life,  are  moft  difpofed  to  fuch  infirmities. 

As  a part  of  the  body  fubjedl  to  the  fame 
general  caufes,  this  organ  is  liable  to  be  af- 
fedted  by  fchirrus,  See.  arifing  from  debility ; 
but  it  has  certain  peculiarities  attached  to  it  by 
which  thefe  caufes  are  increafed  ; for  it  is  not 
only  in-  its  ftrudlure  extremely  vafcular,  but 
there  is  a determination  of  blood  to  this  organ 
more  than  is  neceffary  for  its  purpofe,  and 
which  is  thrown  out  of  the  veffels  in  greater  or 
fmaller  quantities  proportionate  to  the  wants  or 
fuperfluities  of  the  fyftem,  and  according  as  the 
veffels  arc  more  or  lefs  difpofed  to  favor  the 
evacuation. 

This  peculiarity  with  regard  to  the  func- 
tions of  this  organ  is  evidently  intended  by  na- 
ture as  a provifion  for  the  nutriment  of  the 
foetus  in  utero,  fince  it  commences  at  that  pe- 
riod of  life  when  the  female  is  fufceptible  of 
impregnation,  and  difcontinucs  when  advanced 
age  has  fubdued  the  paflion  and  propenfity  to 
fexual  intercourfe. 
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Now,  in  order  that  thefe  alterations  which 
take  place  with  regard  to  the  fecretory  func- 
tions of  the  uterus  may  be  pcrfedly  falutary 
and  harmlefs  to  the  conftitution,  it  becomes 
neceflary  that  the  difcharge  fliould  be  perfectly 
correfpondent  with  the  refources  of  the  fyftem ; 
thus,  for  inftance,  if  the  veifels  of  the  womb 
do  not  readily  tranfmit  the  blood  through  their 
orifices,  when  there  is  as  great  a determina- 
tion of  it  from  the  whole  habit  as  it  has 
ever  been  accufiomed  to  receive  ; the  evident 
confequence  muft  be  an  enlargement  and  an 
increafe  of  bulk,  which  will  lay  the  founda- 
tion of  future  difeafe. 

But  let  us  purfue  the  idea  ftill  further,  and 
we  fhall  fee  how  fatisfadiorily  it  will,  account 
for  the  various  aftedions  to  which  women  are 

In  the  firfi:  place,  with  regard  to  the  com- 
mencement of  the  menfirual  difcharge,  it  is 
univerfally  underftood  that  women  are  much 
more  liable  to  fuffer  inconvenience  from  the 
firft  than  from  any  fubfequent  periods,  becaufe 
the  uterine  velfels  not  having  yet  been  called 
upon  to  perform  this  office,  do  not  imme- 
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diately  comply  with  the  demands  of  the  fyf- 
tem. 

A knowledge  of  this  principle  is  therefore 
of  the  firft  confeqpence  with  regard  to  the 
pradiice  which  is  requihte;  hence  the  ufe  of 
emmenagogues,  cathartics,  deobftruents,  &c. 
become  either  ufeful  or  hurtful,  according 
to  the  intention  with  which  they  are  pre- 
^fcribed. 

When  we  difcover  by  appearances  that  the  ' 
conftitution  is  well  prepared,  that  the  appe- 
tite is  good,  the  pulfe  full,  the  countenance 
florid,  &c.  and  that  there  is  much  pain  atten- 
dant at  this  period  in  the  back,  loins,  &c. 
with  fome  degree  of  fever,  the  impediment 
then  evidently  refldes  in  the  uterus  itfelf,  and 
muft  be  removed,  not  by  adminiftering  chaly- 
beates  and  tonics,  but  by  favouring  the  open* 
ing  of  the  uterine  veflels  by  bleeding,  fomen-  i 
tations,  the  fleam  of  warm  water,  and  fuch  j 
other  remedies  as  are  calculated  to  produce  that  ! 
cffed.  • - ' 

When,  however,  the  reverfe  of  this  is  the 
cafe;  when,  inflead  of  thefe  indications  of 
general  plethora,  there  is  an  univerfal  languor 
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and  lafHtude  in  the  habit,  a pale  inanimate 
countenance,  a dilincli nation  to  any  exercife, 
and  a confiderable  fatigue  when  any  exercife 
is  attempted,  with  afliortnefsof  breath  in  con- 
fequence  of  motion,  and  a coldnefs  of  the 
extremities,  “ it  needs  no  ghoft  to  tell  us’* 
whence  the  fymptoms  originate. 

It  does  not  come,  however,  exactly  within  the 
defign  or  limits  of  this  publication  to  enter  on 
an  inquiry  into  the  method  of  relieving  thefe 
fymptoms. 

The  difeafes  confequent  on  irregular  men- 
ftruation  are  fufficiently  numerous  and  ^mport- 
tant  to  furniih  matter  fora  voluminous  pub- 
lication.' 

What  has  been  adduced  was  intended  to 
Ihew  the  balance  which  fubfifted  between  the 
conftitution  and  this  organ,  and  in  confillency 
with  this  intention  I fhall  proceed  to  fhew 
how  fome  are  more  or  Icfs  difpofed  to  difeafe. 

But  to  fubftantiate  ftill  further  the  opinion, 
that  the  menflrual  difcharge  is  regulated  by 
the  plethoric  ftate  of  the  fyftem,  it  will  only 
be  necelfary  to  mention  the  wonderful  refour- 
‘ces  which  nature  has  provided  when  the  regu- 
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lar  outlet  (the'  uterus)  becomes  obftrudted ; a 
bleeding  at  the  nofe  every  month  is  by  no 
means  uncommon,  correfponding  and  anfwer- 
. ing  in  efFedt,  the  purpofe  of  menftruation; 
others  have  the  fame  difcharge  from  the 
mouth,  again  it  is  very  often  obfervable  with 
refped;  to  thofe  who  have  had  ulcers  on  the 
legs  or  other  parts  of  the  body,  that  the^  fur- 
face  of  the  fore  has  at  thofe  periods  reglalarly 
, been  the  feat  of  menftruation. 

Thefe  fadts,  though  they  are  fufficient  to 
fupport  my  obfervations,  are  ftill  not  fo.  re- 
- markable  as  many  which  might  be  brought 
forward. 

It  has  not  only  been  obfervable’  with  regard 
to  the'fadls  already  ftated,  but  in  fomd*  inftan- 
ces  it  has  been  difcharged  from  the  extremities 
of  the  fingers  and  even  from  the  hairs  • of 
the  head. 

* Sed  quod  majorem  infert  admlrationem  id  fane  eft 
quod  nos  jam  ter  vidimus,  videlicet,  per  minimum  manus 
digitum  et  per  annularem  fmiftras  manus  fingulis  menfibus 
fanguinem  profundi  non  copiofum  in  religiofa  quadem 
fcemina  ciii  natura  menftriiam  purgationem  per  uterum 
dencgaverat. AO’dV  Ludov.  Mercat.  Lib,  i,  Cap.’^. 

Cognovimus  eliam  aliam,  cui  uno  quoque  mcnfe  fan- 
giiis  licet  modicus,  per  majorem  oculi  finiftri  angulum  flu- 
ebat.  Idem. 
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Thefe  cafes  fliew  how  great  inuft  have  been 
the  impediment  to  uterine  fecretion,  ere  thefe 
phaenomena  could  have  taken  place. 

Many  authors  have  alferted,  that  this  fecre- 
tion from  the  vefTels  of  the  uterus  was  not  at 
all  dependant  on  conftitutional  fulnefs,  becaufp 
a perfon  has  been  bled  juft  at  the  time  when 
menftruation  was  about  to  commence,  and 
the  lofs  of  blood  from  the  arm  has  not.  pre- 
vented the  natural  evacuation  ; but  furely  this 
reafoning  can  never  impofe  on  the  rational 
practitioner,  its  infufficiency  will  be  obvious 
if  we  only  for  a moment  confider  that  ^he 
accumulation  has  been  gradually  forming 
from  the  time  it  laft  ceafed,  to  the  time  it  was 
again  expeCted  to  appear ; hence  the  veftels  of 
the  uterus  were  already  diftended,  and  unlefs 
a perfon  could  have  drawn  blood  immediately 
from  the  part,  one  would  not,  a priori,  expeCt 
fuch  an  effeCt  as  was  deemed  neceftary  by  the 
advocates  of  this  opinion,  to  prove  conftitu- 
tional plethora.  But  to  return  to  the  part  which 
I propofed  next  to  confider  and  to  fhew  how 
women  are  more  or  lefs  difpofed  to  difeafes. 

It  is  well  known  to  every  perfon  that  the 
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abfolute  quantity  of  blood  loft  at  the  period  of  | 
menftruation  is  extremely  different  in  different  j 
individuals,  owing  to  the  difference  of  cuftom,  | 
conftitution,  and  climate.  The  effedl  of  cuf-  | 
tom  poiqts  out  fome  important  circumftances  j 
to  our  confideration  j for  inftance,  fuppofe  a I 
woman  educated,  as  many  of  our  modern  wo-  ; 
men  are,  with  alt  poffible  care,  tendernefs,  ■ 
and  luxury,  cot  expofed  to  the  inclemency 
and  viciflitudes  of  feafon,  but  kept  up  in  warm  . 
'carpetted  rooms,  fleeping  on  foft  beds,  drink-  | 
ing  warm  liquors,  and  eating  high-feafoned 
aliments,  the  unavoidable  confequcnce  muft  be 
a delicate  and  relaxed  habit ; hence  the  men- 
ftrual  difcharge  will  comrnence  at  a much  ear-  | 
lier  period,  and  be  more  confiderable  than  it  | i 
would  in  the  fame  individual  educated  under  j 
different  circumftances.'  The  atonic  or  relax-  ^ - 
ed  ftate  of  the  veflels  of  the  uterus  being  fuch 
as  not  to  form  a fufEcient  refiftance  to  the  i ! 
blood  which  it  receives,  the  difcharge  is  con  ft-  I 

derablej  and  having  continued  for  a certain 
length  of  time,  becomes  habitual,  fo  far  as  to 
be  neceffary  to  the  health  of  the  individual. 

I cannot  help  making  a remark  here,  which  ' 

may  ' 
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may  be  deemed  fomewhat  digrelTive  from  the 
prefent  part  of  this  treatife^  but  which  being' 
of  the  utmoft  importan::e  to  women,  will 
bring  with  it  an  apology.  > 

I allude  to  the  great  inconveniences  entailed 
on  themfelves  by  this  culpable  indulgence, 
more  efpecially  in  the  characters  of  a nio- 
ther,  and  a wife.  The  principal,  by  far  the 
principal  foundation  of  mifcarriage  lies  here, 
though  I have  already  alferted  that  the  inten- 
tion of  nature  in  renderinof  women  liable  to 
this  monthly  inconvenience  was  to  provide  for 
the  child  in  utero,  it  muft  be  remembered  that 
for  a confiderable  time  after  impregnation  it  is 
too  fmall  to  require  fo  much  for  its  fupport 
and  expenditure,  as  moft  women  are  accuf- 
tomed  to  fecrete;  the  uterus,  therefore,  is  in 
a ftate  of  plethora,  and  unlefs  fome  refiftance 
can  be  given  by  the  veffels  of  that  organ,  a 
difcharge  as  ufual  will  take  place,  and  inevita- 
bly render  the  patient  abortive. 

From  this  caufe,  likewife,  namely  the  ful- 
nefs  which  is  in  the  habit,  arife  thofc  fymp- 
toms  which  are  incident  to  the  early  months, 
as  ficknefs  and  vomiting,  lofs  of  appetite, 
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want  of  lleep,  reftleffnefs,  6cc.  which  are 
moft  efFedually  relieved  by  bleeding,  and  moft 
effedlually  prevented. by  cold-bathing,  the  ufe 
of  which,  and  the  advantages  of  it  in  prevent- 
ing abortion,  I fhall  prefently  confider;  but 
as'  I wifh  every  aflertion  that  is  at  all  queftion- 
able  might  receive  fome  proof,  I fhall  make 
a fhort  comment  on  the  preceding  remark, 
that  a difcharge  from  the  uterus  inevitably  ren- 
ders the  patient  abortive^ 

It  was  for  a confiderable  length  of  time  a 
matter  of  doubt  and  difpute  from  whence  the 
difcharge  proceeded,  which  conftitutes  the 
menfes  j the  queftion,  however,  has  been  de- 
cided, 'lince  it  has  been  feen  in  women  who 
have  been  executed  at  this  time,  and  examined 
immediately  after  death,  and  in  thofe  who 
have  been  fo  fortunate  as  to  furvive  a retrover- 
fion  of  the  womb,  corning  from  the  internal 
furface  of  that  organ. 

Now  as  immediately  after  impregnation  the 
mouth  of  the  womb  becomes  clofed,  and  the 
cavity  of  its  neck  fo  completely  obliterated  as 
to  prevent  the  ingrefs  or  egrefs  of  any  fluid, 
this  evacuation  mufl;  be  efledually  prevented  ; 
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and  yet  there  are  moft  decided'  teftimonies  to 
prove  that  women  have  menftruated  two  or 
three  times,  or  oftener,  after  they  have  con- 
ceived; nay,  indeed,  we  can  even  with  truth 
afTert,  that  women  have  been  known  never  to 
have  menflruated  but  at  this  time  ; ftill  thefe 
circumftances  are  no  contradidlion  to  the  truth 
that  women  inevitably  mifearry  when  the  ute- 
rine veflels  are  too  weak  to  retain  their  con- 
tents ; for  jn  the  inftance  already  alluded  to, 
and  feveral  fuch  inftances  I have  krjown  my- 
felf,  where  women  have  had  the  fame  periodi- 
cal difeharge : this  has  proceeded  from  the 
palTage  leading  to  the  uterus,  from  the  veffels 
of  the  vagina,  and  by  no  mcc^ns  from  the  fur- 
face  of  the  uterus  itfelf,  the  orifice  of  .which 
continues  perfedtly  clofed. 

Admitting  therefore  what  I think  is  fuffi- 
ciently  proved,  that  the  moft  common  caufe 
of  mifearriage  is  a weaknefs  of  the  uterine 
veflels,  the  utility  of  the  cold  bath  as  a pre- 
ventive will  at  once  appear  obvious,  and  the 
principal  circumftance  with  regard  to  its  ad- 
miniflration  is  the  time  at  which  it  is  had  re- 
courfe  to;  from  a negledt  of  attention  to  this 


It 


( 3*  ) 

it  Is  highly  probable  cold-bathing  has  by  fomc 
been  deemed  dangerous.  This  remark  was 
firft  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Hunter,  and  after- 
wards more  particularly  infifted  on  by  Dr. 
White  of  Manchefter ; the  former  of  thefe 
gentlemen  fays,  that  “ although  women  ufually 
“ mifcarry  at  eleven  or  twelve  weeks,  the 
foetus- has  generally  been  blighted  or  remo- 
“ ved  out  of  the  circulation  at  feven  or  eight 
weeks.’*  1 his  fad;,  iays  Dr.  White,  fuggefls 
an  eflenti^l  remark  concerning  bathing,  that  if 
it  be  not  begun  before  the  term  at  which  the 
uterine  fruit  is  generally  blighted,  no  good  can 
be  expeded  from  it  in  preventing  mifcarriage, 
and  therefore  it  is  certainly  advifeable  to 
begin  and  continue  it  previous  and  fubfequent 
to  conception,  in  order  to  derive  that  benefit 
which  may  be  expeded  from  the  remedy;  for 
it  is  unqueftionably  more  to  be  depended  on 
than  any  other  remedy  whatfoever.  To  this 
I can  bear  teftimony  from  my  own  experience, 
but  in  order  to  obtain  the  fandion  of  much 
higher  authority,  I mall  take  the  liberty  of 
feleding  a few  lines  front  the  gentleman  al- 
ready mentioned.  Dr.  White: — “ I can  now 
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“ confirm  the  efficacy  of  the  preventive  rem6- 
**  dy  from  ample  experience,  in  a great  num- 
“ her  of  different  conftitutions  ; fo  efficacious 
“ indeed  it  has  proved,  that  I have  not  known 
“ a fingle  inftance  of  its  failure,  except  where 
“ the  patient  has  received  fome  violent  injury. 

“ This  was  the  cafe  of  a lady  who  mifcarried 
in  confequence  of  a fall  down  flairs,  but 
“ returning'afterwards  to  the  ufe'of  the  bath, 

“ ffie  conceived  again,  and  continuing  the 
bathing  the  whole  period  of  geflation,  be- 
“ came  the  happy  mother  of  a fine  child, 
though  fhe  had  before  met  with  frequent 
“ difappointments.” — Vide  p.  363. 

Dr.  White,  however  fatisfied  with  the  ef- 
fedi^  has  not'  giv'en  an  explanation^  of  the  prin- 
ciple on  which  the  benefit'  depends,  nor  is  it 
fo  effential ; but  as  fome  might  be  more  recon- 
ciled to  the  pradlice  by  this  circumflance,  1 
ffiall  juft  ftate  what  I conceive  its  fenfible  ef- 
feefts. 

From  the  well-condudled  experiments  of  • 
many  ingenious  men,  it  appears  that  more 
matter  is  thrown  off  by  the  perfpiratory  veffels 
on  the  fuiface  of  the  fkin,  than  from  the  bow- 
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els  or  kidneys,  or  any  other  outlets  ; now  the 
quantity  which  pafles  off  in  this  manner  muff 
depend  on  the  vigorous  adtion  of  the  extreme 
veffels.  In  weak  languid  habits  this  is  very 
defedtive,  the  furface  of  the  body  is  cold,  the 
veffels  are  weak,  and  as  there  is  no  adlive 
exercife  made  ufe  of  to  alter  this  condi- 
tion, if  the  digeftive  powers  are  unimpaired, 
plethora  muft  be  the  confequence : by  means  of 
the  cold-bath  this  adtion  on  the  furface  of  the 
ikin  is  increafed,  and  by  encouraging  a more 
adlive  fecretion,  it  muft  leffen  the  quantum  of 
circulating  fluids : not  that  cold  itfelf  is  a fti- 
mulant,  as  it  is  frequently  ftated  to  be,  cer- 
tainly not;  cold  is  to  all  intents  and  purpofes 
fedative,  diredtly  fedative.  It  is  owing  to  the 
body  coming  into  a temperature  warmer  than 
the  bath  in  which  it  was  immerfed  that  the 
univerfal  glow  fucceeds,  and  thus  the  readtion 
of  the  fyftem  is  more  powerful;  nor  is  the  re- 
adtion altogether  owing  to  this  caufe,  for  the 
fame  effedt  enfues  when  the  blood  is  driven 
on  to  the  heart  by  fear,  in  which  cafe  a greater 
adtion  becomes  neceffary  to  tranfmit  the  blood 
thrown  in  upon  it  by  the  conftridtion  of  the 

veffels : 


( 35  ) 

vefTels : this  increafed  adlion  of  the  heart, 
throwing  the  blood  with  more  vigor  to  the  fur- 
face,  brings  on  perfpiration. 

This  explanation  of  the  elfedls  of  cold-bath- 
ing will,  I truft,  be  produdive  of  fome  prac- 
tical benefit,  as  it  will  lliew  why  perfons  of 
debilitated  habits  fliould  not  at  firft  bathe  too 
frequently;  for  the  increafed  excitement  thus 
produced,  if  too  frequently  repeated,  will  ex- 
hauft  rather  than  recruit  the  ftrength.' 

Having  made  a digrefiion  fo  far  as  to  point 
out  the  bad  effeds  of  too  much  indulgence, 
and  the  advantages  of  cold-bathing  in  reme- 
dying the  inconveniences  thus  incurred ; I 
lhall  return  to  confider  the  difeafes  to  which 
the  uterus  is  liable,  as  a vajcular  body. 

1 have  ftated  in  a preceding  page,  that 
though  fome  women,  in  confequence  of  their 
mode  of  living  fecrete  a larger  portion  of  blood 
than  others,  yet  that  after  a time  being  habi- 
tual it  becomes  eficntial;  and  therefore  they 
Ihould  be  careful  not  to  expofe  themfelves  to 
fuch  caufes  as  are  likely  to  interrupt  the  regu- 
lar and  ufual  difeharge  of  this  fundion. 
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When  by  any  means  this  happens,  or  when 
there  is,  from  the  want  of  proper  tone  in  the 
veifels  of  the  part,  an  interruption  to  the  free 
circulation  of  blood  through  its  velfels,  then 
is  produced  that  ftate  which  I now  proceed  to 
coniider. 

A ScHiRRus  of  the  Uterus. 

The  term  fchirrus  has  been  too  generally 
applied  to  tumors  of  different  defcriptions, 
which  is  an  unfortunate  circumftance,  fince 
we  are  from  cuftom  led  to  affociate  the  idea  of 
cancer  with  this  word  fchirrus : the  reafon  is 
very  apparent,  fince  ’the  mofl;  ordinary  ftate 
of  the  part  preceding  cancerous  ulceration  is 
a fchirrous  or  peculiar  induration. 

I have  great  reafon  to  believe,  from  the  op- 
portunities I have  had  of  gaining  experience 
in  thefe  complaints,  that  the  uterus,  though 
undoubtedly  liable  to  cancer  as  well  as  other 
parts  of  the  body,  is  by  no  means  fo  frequent- 
ly fo  as  has  been  imagined;  for  as  it  is  ex- 
ceedingly difficult  to  determine,  even  in  parts 
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fubjed  to  our  infpedion,  whether*  it  is  the 
malignant  fchirrus  or  not  j fo  mull  the  diffi- 
culty be  conliderably  greater  where  from  fitua- 
tion  this  advantage  is  loft : it  is  on  this  ac- 
count, probably,  that  when  the  uterus  is  af- 
feded  with  difeafe,  whofe  fymptoms  are  only 
equivocal  marks  of  cancer,  it  is  immediately 
conftdered  to  be  affeded  with  that  complaint ; 
whereas,  in  a great  number  of  inftances,  the 
difeafe  is  purely  of  a fcrophulous  nature,  and 
tlierefore  in  general  curable, 

1 venture  to  make  this  aftertion, 

Firft.  From  the  peculiar  fundions  of  this 
vifcus,  which  having  at  all  times  a conftderable 
quantity  of  blood  determined  to,  and  not  al- 
ways being  capable  of  carrying  that  forward, 
it  muft  naturally  be  peculiarly  difpofed  to  en- 
largement aud  induration. 

Secondly,  When  nature  produces  a revolu- 
tion in  the  female  conftitution,  fuch  an  altera- 

I 

tion,  and  the  interruption  of  a habit  that  has 

* Vide  Mr.  Pearfon’s  Obfervations  on  Cancerous  Com- 
plaints, who  has  confidered  the  fubjed  with  great  judg- 
ment and  accuracy. 
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continued  twenty  or  thirty  years,  muft  like- 
wife  be  conducive  to  the  fame  efFedt. 

. Thirdly.  Becaufe  the  charaders  of  the  ex- 
quijite Jcbirrus  do  not  fo  often  exift  in  the  part 
as  one  might  exped  from  the  frequency 
with  which  it  is  faid  to  be  attacked  by  cancer; 
and 

Fourthly,  and  laftly.  From  its  being  fre- 
quently cured  by  remedies  which  are  not  only 
infufficient  to  the  cure  of  cancer,  but  by  which 
that  difcafe  is  confiderably  aggravated.. 

All  glandular  parts  are  more  complex  in 
their  ftrudure  than  other  parts  of  the  body  ; 
their  veffels  are  not  only  more  numerous  but 
more  convoluted,  which  is  abfolutely  neceflary 
to  the  accomplilliment  of  thofe  purpofes  for 
which  they  were  intended.  N ow  as  it  is  evi- 
dent that  the  more  complicated  the  procefs  the 
greater  the  danger  of  its  being  interrupted,  fo  ' 
on  this  account  thefe  parts  are  much  more 
frequently  the  feat  of  difeafe  than  any  other 
parts  of  the  animal  body. 

If  the  uterus  itfelf  is  not  a gland,  which  it 
would  perhaps  not  be  impolTible  to  prove, 
ftill  it  fo  far  partakes  of  the  properties  of  a 
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gl^d  as  juH  now  enumerated,  as  to  be  liable 
to  limilar  infirmities. 

In  a fcrophulous  conflitution  where  wc 
know  the  whole  vafcular  fyftem  is  weak  and 
relaxed,  is  it  not  likely  the  uterus  would  cor- 
refpond  with  the  conflitutional  charadter ; or 
rather,  is  it  not  impofhble  almofl:  it  fhould  be 
otherwife,  and  if  fo  be  more  liable  to  thofe  af- 
fedlions  dependant  on  what  has  been  denomi- 
nated a fcrophulous  habit  ? 

To  infift  on  this  I am  fure  would  be  unne- 
cefTary,  as  whoever  confiders  it  muff  fee  the 
truth  of  the  obfervation. 

Let  us  therefore  proceed  to  what  is  more 
important,  the  difUnguifhing  lymptoms  of 
Schirrus,  as  the  forerunner  of  cancer,  com- 
monly called  ex'juifite  fchirruSy  and  that  flate 
of  induration  which  I have  flared  to  be  con- 
nedted  with  a fcrophulous  habit,  and  is  there- 
fore a more  tradlable  complaint. 

An  induration  of  any  part  of  the  womb  not 
cancerous  may  be  known,  firfl,  by  the  cir- 
cumflances  which  have  preceded  its  appear- 
ance. 

If  a perfon  has  had  a difficult  labour,  or 

has 
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has  caught  cold  during  menflruation,  this  will 
probably  occalion  an  increafe  of  lize,  but  it  is 
not  neceffarily  liable  to  cancer. 

Again  : — A prolapfus  uteri  having  continued 
for  fome  time,  in  fome  degree  produces  a ftric- 
ture  on  the  veflels  of  the  womb,  and  is  the 
very  frequent  caufe  of  fcrophulous  induration  ; 
and  here  I muff  not  omit  to  ftate  that  the 
general  appearances  charadleriftic  of  fcrophula 
will  have  fome  fhare  in  forming  our  opinion. 

Another  circumftance  of  confiderable  va- 
lidity is  the  degree  of  bulk  acquired  by  the 
part ; for  inftance, 

When  cancers  take  place  .in  the  lip,  the  | 
whole  lip  does  not  become  fvvelled  and  aug- 
mented, but  one  particular  portion  of  it  lo- 
fing-  its  natural  foftnefs  and  compreffibility, 
becomes  remarkably  hard  and  tenfe,  and  fo  | 
compacted  in  its  texture  as  to  intercept  all  cir-  i 
culation  through  it.  j 

From  this  character  we  judge  of  its  malig-  ' 
nant  tendency;  fo  with  regard  to  the  uterus, 
if  the  os  uteri  only,  which  muft  be  difcovered  [ 
per  tadtum  ; if  this,  I fay  only,  or  if  a part  of 
the  os  uteri  is  found  to  be  bard^  remarkably 

hardf 
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hardy  without  the  womb  itfelf  being  increafed 
in  bulk,  we  may  fufped;,  even  previous  to  the 
acceffion  of  more  alarming  fymptoms,  that 
the  event  will  ultimately  prove  deftru(ftive  j fo, 
on  the  contrary,  when  on  the  patient’s  firft 
complaining  of  uneafinefs  there  is  fuch  an  in- 
creafe  of  fize,  • which  is  very  commonly  the 
cafe,  that  the  uterus  can  be  felt  thro’  the  ab- 
pominal-mufcles,  large  and  ponderous,  this, 
with  the  preceding  character  will  juftify  our 
aifurance  that  it  does  not  proceed  from  cancer. 

There  is  another  method  \Vhich  is  occa- 
fionally  in  our  power,  and  I don’t  know  that 
this  has  been  taken,  notice  of  by  authors. 

When  a woman  is  pregnant,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  labour,  we  find  the  os  uteri  not 
only  not  dilated,  but  firm,  thickened,  and  fchir- 
rous  ; if  this  is  merely  an  enlargement  arifing 
from  congeflion,  the  gradual  expulfive  efforts 
will  overcome  it,  and  the  delivery  be  com- 
pleted without  injury ; but  if  it  is  the  true  ex- 
quifite  fchirrus,  the  os  uteri  will  be  probably 
torn,  as  has  happened  in  feveral  inftances. 

The  moft  unequivocal  diagnoftic,  however^ 
by  which  we  can  be  governed  is  the  effcd:  of 
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mercurial  remedies  ; thefe,  when  adminiftered 
to  cancerous  patients,  never  fail  to  heighten 
their  misfortunes  and  accelerate  their  diffolu- 
tion  ; but  under  the  ftate  of  difeafe  juft  men- 
tioned , are  more  falutary  and  certain  than  any 
other  article  of  the  materia  medica  : however 
the  adminiftration  of  this  remedy  will  come 
more  properly  under  the  next  fedtion,  the 

Cure  (p/'ScHiRRus. 

I wifti  firft  of  all  to  premife,  as  a preferva- 
tive  to  my  own  reputation,  that  under  this 
head,  I mean  only  to  confider  that  fpecies 
'which  I have  admitted  under  the  term  fero- 
phula, 

I do  not  pretend,  or  would  I wifti  it  by  any 
means  to  be  fuppofed  that  I pretend,  to  cure 
that  inveterate  and  unconquerable  malady,  can- 
cery  but  believingy  as  I fincerely  do,  that  this 
term  is  often  improperly  applied  to  affcdlions 
of  the  uterus,  I would  in  many  inftances  un- 
dertake to  cure  thofe  complaints  to  which  that 
charadler  has  been  affixed.  » 

The  curable  {c\{\n\.\Sy  then,  as  I would  fpe- 
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cify  it,  is  evinced  by  a fenfe  of  weight  and 
fulnefs  generally,  or  bearing  down,  withfome 
interruption  to  the  difcharge  of  urine ; a tenef- 
mus,  or  inclination  to  ftool,  when  no  fteces 
are  difcharged ; and  a fulnefs  with  a percepti- 
ble hardnefs  above  the  pubis. 

Thefe  fymptoms,  though  not  fully  conclu- 
five,  are  fufEcient  for  our  purpofe  ; for  though 
it  may  with  juftice  be  alferted  that  this  does 
not  clearly  difcriminate  between  fchirrus  and 
polypus,  yet  whenever  they  exift  they  are  fuf- 
Ecient to  roLize  our  attention,  and  to  prevail 
on  the  patient  to  fubmit  to  the  only  accurate 
teft,  the  teft  of  examination  per  iaBum. 

I would  recommend  this  with  more  earneft- 
nefs,  Ence  it  is  an  unfortunate  circumftance 
attendant  on  this  complaint,  that  it  advances 
to  a confiderable  ftage  before  it  is  difcovered, 
or  before  it  excites  any  inconvenience  whereby 
we  might  be  led  to  difcover  it. 

If  this  publication,  therefore,  Eiould  ever 
fall  into  the  hands  of  females  who  may  unfor- 
tunately become  the  fuhje£l  of  this  difeafe, 
and  indeed  I would  make  the  fame  obfervation 
to  thofc  who  may  attend  them,  whenever  there 
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is  this  fenfation  prefent,  a bearing  down  into 
the  vagina  more  than  ufual,  immediate  atten- 
tion and  inveftigation  become  neceflary. 

I had  an  opportunity  very  lately  of  obferving 
this  in  a lady  in  New-ftreet,  to  whom  I,  was 
fent  for  in  hafte:  on  my  arrival  enquiring 
into  her  complaints,  fhe  told  me  fhe  had  been 
very  well  till  a day  before,  when  from  being 
evpofed  to  cold,  fhe  had  brought  on  a violent 
pain  in  her  bowels,  and  had  a conliderable 
pain  at  the  bottom  of  the  belly  when  prelTed 
upon  ; her  bowels  were  perfectly  relaxed. 

As  this  lymptom,  pain  to  the  touch,  was 
of  Ibme  confequence,  I put  my  hand  on  the 
abdomen  to  examine  it,  and  could  evidently 
difcover,  though  I was  able  to  make  only  a 
flight  preflure,  that  there  was  an  enlargement 
of  the  uterus.  I immediately  recommended 
the  application  of  a dozen  leeches,  to  be  fuc- 
cceded  by  a blifter,  and  ordered  her  likewife 
fome  febrifuge  medicines ; by  this  means  the 
iymptoms  were  confiderably  relieved,  but  not 
removed. 

The  next  day,  therefore,  I preferibed  warm 
fomentations,  with  the  ufe  of  a large  clylfer 
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compofed  of  infuf.  lini.  |xiv.  tind:.  opii. 
This  ading  as  a fomentation  gave  confidera- 
ble  relief,  and  the  inflammatory  fymptoms 
were  almofl:  fubdued. 

As  flie  complained  of  a bearing  down,  I 
was  permitted  to  examine  her  per  vaginam,  and 
found  the  os  uteri  confiderably  thickened,  at 
the  fame  time  that  I could  evidently  difcover 
by  external  examination,  that  the  uterus  itfelf 
was  enlarged. 

1 then  interrogated  her  more  clofely  with 
refped  to  the  progrefs  of  other  fymptoms,  for 
I fufpeded  this  difeafe  mufl:  have  been  gradu- 
ally encreafing  for  feveral  months.  She  ac- 
knowledged, on  recolledion,  having  felt  fome 
unufual  fenfations,  fuch  as  a weight  at  the 
part,  and  a difficulty  of  making  water,  with 
an  urgent  inclination  to  go  to  flool,  without 
much  adual  neceflityj  but  thefe  not  interfer- 
ing with  her  ufual  domeflic  occupations,  flie 
had  advanced  fo  far  without  deeming  it  of  con-, 
fequence. 

I now  recommended  the  ufe  of  the  volatile 
liniment  with  mercurial  ointment,  and  mild 

aperient 


aperient  medicines,  by  which  means  fhe  was 
perfedlly  recovered. 

Having  adduced  this  cafe  in  order  to  (hew 
the  importance  of  attending  to  the  firft  fymp- 
toms  originating  from  this  fource,  it  will  like- 
wife  ferve  in  a great  meafure  to  point  out  the 
method  of  treatment. 

4 

When  this  enlargement  is  accompanied,  as 
in  the  preceding  cafe,  with  inflammation,  it 
mufl:  be  treated  by  the  common  remedies  which 
fuch  a flate  requires,  taking  care  to  keep  the 
patient  in  an  horizontal  poilure  conflantly, 
which  is  of  the  utmofl.  confequence,  for  as 
the  uterus  when  enlarged  mufl:  in  the  upright 
poJfture  of  the  body  reft  upon  the  bones  of  the 
pubis,  the  preflTure  of  fuch, a hard  body  muft 
aggravate  the  inflammation.  A punctual  ob- 
fervance  of  this  advice  is  an  eflential  ftep  to- 
wards the  cure,  becaufe  that  part  of  the  bones 
which  is  called  the  brim  of  the  pelvis  in  fome 
perfons  proves  the  remote  caufe  of  the  difeafe  : 
the  edge  or  brim  being  fo  acute  as  to  keep  .up 
a conflant  irritation  on  the  uterus ; under  fuch 
cafes  it  is  obvious  little  benefit  can  be  derived 
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from  other  remedies,  unlefs  this  circumftance 
be  attended  to. 

Another  thing  to  be  obferved,  is,  not  to 
adminifter  any  cathartic  remedy,  whofe  adtion 
is  particularly  directed  to  the  lower  inteftines  ; 
hence  all  aloetic  medicines  muft  be  avoided. 
Jalap  and  rhubarb  are  likewife  on  the  fame 
principle  exceptionable  ; calomel  is  by  far  the 
beft,  and  fbould  be  given  in  fuch  large  dofes, 
as  to  adt  as  a purgative.  ' 

The  ufe  of  leeches  likewife  is  advifeable, 
which  is  of  fervicein  two  ways,  not  merely  by 
lelfening  inflammation,  but  by  preventing 
that  depofition  which  muft  otherwife  be  re- 
moved by  the  more  gradual  pVocefs  of  abforp- 
tion. 

Having  by  this  means  and  a ftridt  attention 
-to  the  antiphlogiflic  diet  conquered  the  inflam- 
matory flage,  we  mufl:  ufe  mercury  in  a dif- 
ferent manner : the  unfrentum  mercuriale  for- 
tins  fhould  be  rubbed  in  every  night  to  the 
quantity  of  a drachm  on  the  abdomen,  taking 
care  that  the  fridtion  be  continued  till  the 
whole  is  abforbed.  '^I'his  flaould  be  repeated 
every  night  till  a flight  falivation  is  produced, 

which 
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■which  fhould  be  continued  for  fome  weeks, 
under  which  the  patient  will  experience  evident 
amendment.  The  mercury,  though  the  .prin- 
cipal agent,  is  not  the  only  remedy  in  this 
cafe,  as  the  fridtion  on  the  part  is  of  no  infig- 
nificant  utility.  At  the  fame  time,  or  in  con- 
jundion  with  the  fame  remedies,  the  volatile 
liniment  applied  to  the  abdomen  will  be  found 
highly  beneficial  j a pure  healthy  atmofphere 
is  here  alfo  exceedingly  efiential,  and  the  bowels 
fhould  be  kept  moderately  open.  It  not  un- 
frequently  happens  that  the  inflammatory  flage 
pafles'bflT  not  by  refoliition  but  by  fuppuration, 
an  abfcefs  is  formed,  and  matter  is  difcharged 
from  the  vagina  in  confiderable  quantity ; this 
will  ftill  corroborate  our  opinion  with  regard 
to  the  nature  of  the  difeafe. 

The  matter  of  cancer,  when  a part  affedted 

\ 

with  that  difeafe  becomes  ulcerated,  is  at  firfl: 
fmall  and  inconfiderable : it  is  not  the  fub- 
flance  of  the  tumor  itfelf  refolved  and  concodl- 
ed  into  pus,  which  having  made  an  outlet 
proves  at  once  a crifis  to  the  lymptoms  ; it  is 
an  ulceration  on  the  furface  and  not  in  the  fub- 
ftance,  and  as  this  furface  becomes  more  en- 
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larged  and  the  matter  more  corrofive,  the  dif- 
charge  is  daily  augmented ; but  with  regard 
to  the  other  fpecics  of  fchirrus,  when  an  ab- 
fcefs  is  formed,  the  difcharge  at  firft  is  abun- 
dant, and  gradually  diminilhes  in  quantity  If 
properly  treated. 

When  this  is  the  cafe  a certain  modificaticn 
- of  the  treatment  becomes  neceflary.  We  have 
not  the  fame  objedt  in  view ; what  was  to 
have  been  attempted  by  abfortion  will  now 
moft  probably  be  effedbed  by  fuppuration, 
and  we  muft  fupport  the  patient  under  the  pro- 
cefs  by  bark  and  tonics  ; but  the  principal  re- 
medy, and  what  is  not  generally  fufficiently 
efteemed  or  relied  on,  is,  the  ufe  of  detergent 
injedlions  adminiftered  not  merely  to  the  os 
uteri,  but  thrown  into  the  cavity  of  that  organ, 
as  recommended  by  Dr.  Wallace  Johnfon. 

* It  is  of  the  greateft  confequcnce  that  the 
matter  lliould  not  be  fuffered  to  lodge,  as  it 
will,  however  mild  and  innoxious,  become 
fcetid  and  acrimonious ; and  on  this  account 
I place  little  dependence  on  the  foetor  of  the 
difcharge  as  an  indication  of  cancer.  Do  not 
the  lochia  when  retained  foon  become  highly 

Cr  putrid 
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putrid  and  ofFenfive  ? under  puerperal  fevers, 
is  not  this  very  remarkable  ? and  yet  who 
thinks  of  cancer  then  ? lam  furprifed,  there- 
fore, when  I hear  this  fymptom  mentioned  as 
a fign  of  one  particular  difeafe,  which  is  com- 
mon to  feveral. — With  regard  to 


Cancer  of  the  Womb, 

I wifh  I could  contradid:  by  my  own  expe- 
rience the  term  fo  univerfally  applied  to  it, 
opprobium  medicorum ; but  all  that  can  be  at- 
tempted, I am  afraid,  will  only  prove  palli- 
ative. 

In  order  to  difcover  the  exiftence  of  this 
difeafe,  befides  the  fymptoms  enumerated 
above,  will  be  found  an  acute  fliooting  pain, 
accompanied  or  followed  with  a fenfation  of 
burning  heat,  the  os  uteri  being  at  one  period 
of  the  difeafe  exceffively  painful  to  the  touch, 
the  difeharge,  which  is  always  feetid,  gradu- 
ally becoming  more  abundant,  and  what  is 
more  charaderiftic  perhaps  than  any  other 
fymptom,  the  altered  Hate  of  the  vagina, which 

is 
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is  of  a cartilaginous  fubftance,  with  irregular 
warty  excrefcences. 

Under  this  deplorable  fituation,  the  ufe  of 
opium  and  other  narcotics  will  be  of  fervice 
in  mitigating  the  violence  of  the  fymptoms. 
Opium  is  attended  with  one  inconvenience,  for 
as  it  is  necelTary  to  take  it  in  large  dofes  before 
it  procures  eafc,  it  renders  the  bowels  ob- 
ftinately  conftive  j this  muft  be  corredted  by 
mild  aperient  medicines,  but  all  aloetics 
fliould  be  avoided. 

As  the  tranfition  from  fchirrus  to  cancer  is 
always  accompanied  with  inflammation,  what- 
ever will  diminifli  this  will  retard  the  progrefs 
of  the  difeafe. 

Mr.  Fearon,  who  was  the  principal  advo- 
cate for  this  remedy,  has  fhewn  its  advantages 
in  a very  forcible  manner  in  the  treatife  pub- 
lilhed  by  him. 

Hence  the  jiik  of  leeches  to  the  abdomen 
are  very  beneficial,  but  as  the  quantity  drawn 
by  them  is  inconfiderable,  it  fliould  be  remem- 
bered that  ten  or  twelve,  or  even  more,  Ihould 
be  applied  at  once.  Anodyne  clyfliers  are 
likcwife  not  to  be  omitted,  The  fympathy 
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which  exifts  between  the  red:um  and  the  ute- 
rus renders  applications  of  this  defeription 
highly  advantageous,  belides  the  tenefmus 
brought  on  by  the  preflure  of  the  uterus  in 
this  part  is  hereby  much  abated. 

Mr.  Juftamond  ftrongly  recommends  a hem- 
lock bath,  which  no  doubt  is  worth  trying, 
lince  the  medicine  itfelf  taken  inwardly  is  of 
confiderable  fervice.  • As  to  arfenical  prepara- 
tions, which  many  have  been  tempted  to 
believe  fpecific,  I think  they  will  only  be 
found  to  anfwer  this  expectation  when  it  can 
be  immediately  applied  to  the  feat  of  the  dif- 
eafe ; but  as  this,  under  the  prefent  complaint 
is  impracticable,  its  internal  adminiftration 
fhould  be  prohibited. 

Since  the  lymptoms  of  cancer,  as  I have 
already  ftated,  are  not  always  decifive,  and  as 
I have  ventured  ftill  further  to  aflert  that  here 
it  was  more  frequently  apprehended  than  there 
was  real  reafon  for,  we  are  authorized  to  fup- 
port  our  patient  by  the  hope  of  a happy  ter- 
mination. 

To  fhew  under  what  difeouraging  circum- 
ftances  this  event  has  taken  place,  I fhall  dole 

this 
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this  part  of  the  prefent  treatife  with  the  hlftory 
of  a cafe  communicated  fome  years  fince  by 
Dr.  Wallace  Johnfon  ; and  as  it  is  highly  in- 
terefting  and  proves  how  deceitful  and  uncer- 
tain are  the  fymptoms  of  cancer,  I fhall  de- 
liver it  without  abridgement  or  alteration. 

He  begins  his  narrative  by  faying,  “ I Qiall 
wo/ that  confirmed  cancer  of  the  uterus 
can  be  cured,  efpecially  if  the  patient  is  above 
forty ; but  I mufi:  own  that  I have  known 
cafes  in  which  the  womb  has  been  fchirrous, 
and  extremely  painful,  accompanied  with  other 
fymptoms  fo  much  like  a cancer  as  to  have 
been  miftaken  for  one : to  illuftrate  this  I fliall 
infert  the  two  * following  cafes,  allowing  the 
reader  to  judge  for  himfelf. 

“CASE  I. 

“ Mrs.  Weft  (at  the  Style  in  Kew  parifh) 
in  the  time  of  her  fixth  pregnancy  had  a dif- 
charge  like  the  fliior  albus,  which  continued 
till  fhe  was  delivered.  She  had  enjoyed  a 
good  ftate  of  health  till  that  time  without  any 

* I have  only  fcle6led  the  fi.ft,  which  is  the  moft  re- 
markable. 
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fiich  complaint,  and  was  now  in  the  29th 
year  of  her  age;  her  hufband  was  healthy, 
and  had  no  complaint ; the  child  proved  fo 
likewife,  and  had  not  the  leaft  appearance  of 
humor  upon  him.  After  this  delivery  the 
difcharge  was  more  troublefome,  and  continu- 
ed fo  during  all  the  time  of  her  feventh  preg- 
nancy. 

“ The  hulband  had  llill  no  complaint,  and 
the  child  alfo  was  very  healthy  without  any 
humor  about  him.  After  the  birth  of  this 
child  the  difcharge  became  a little  foetid^  and 
fo  very  copious  that  her  ftrength  was  greatly 
reduced  bv  it.  Slie  neverthelefs  had  the  cata- 

j 

menia  regularly,  and  there  were  no  ulcers 
within  the  vagina  or  about  the  labia  pudcndi. 

“ In  a few  months  Ihe 'had  the  advice  of 
the  late  Dr.  Smellie,  who'  adured  her  that  it 
proceeded  only  from  a weaknefs  of  the  uterus. 

“ Some  time  after  this,  fhe  fent  for  an  old 
and  experienced  furgeon  who  brought  a man- 
midwife  with  him,  and  after  examination  they 
w'ere  both  of  opinion  that  it  was  a weaknefs 
occafioncd  by  her  childing  faff.  The  difcharge 
proving  dill  more  troublefome,  attended  with 

pain 
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pain  about  the  fmall  of  the  back,  and  region  of 
the  pelvis,  flie  applied  to  a perfon  who  pro- 
felTed  furgery,  and  was  by  him  advifed  to 
be  falivated.  He  called  to  his  aflilfance  a phy- 
lician,  who  likevvife  all'enting,  die  underwent 
the  operation  by  inunction  at  the  perfon’s 
houfe  in  December  1751.  The  faiivation  was 
kept  up  very  copioufly  for  above  feven  weeks, 
and  her  drength  was  thereby  fo  much  reduced 
that  it  was  above  fix  weeks  more  before  fhe 
could  be  removed  to  her  own  houfe  at  only  the 
diftance  of  three  quarters  of  a mile. 

“ In  confequence  of  the  faiivation  the  dif- 
charge  flopped,  and  die  felt  a burning  pain 
about  the  upper  part  of  the  facrum  in  the  re- 
gion of  the  pelvis  and  womb.  She  had  no 
difficulty  then  in  difeharging  her  urine,  but 
was  extremely  codive  and  continued  to  be  fo : 
in  the  time  of  faiivation  die  had  the  catamenia 
very  freely,  but  not  the  lead  appearance  of 
them  ever  afterwards.  She  fbon  became  very 
uncafy,  and  felt  in  herfelf  that  the  womb  was 
larger  than  ufual,  occafioning  a fenf-ition  of  a 
bearing  down  on  the  perinacum,  by  which,  to- 
gether 
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gether  with  the  violence  of  the  pain,  fhe  could 
neither  fit  nor  walk  upright. 

“ About  fix  weeks  after  fhe  had  returned 
home  fhe  went  to  London,  and  had  the  ad- 
vice of  four  phyficians  and  four  furgeons  (be- 
longing to  one  of  the  hofpitals)  one  of  whom 
w'as  a man-midwife : they  were  all  of  opinion 
that  the  difeafe  was  cancerous. 

“ She  was  ordered  the  ufe  of  nitrous  me- 
dicines, gentle  purges,  and  ^n  injection, 
which  was  to  be  thrown  up  by  the  nurfe ; 
but  finding  fhe  had  no  relief,  they  advifed  her 
to  return  home. 

“ The  pain  had  now  increafed  greatly  and 
raged  with  fuch  violence  that  fhe  could  hardly 
contain  herfelf,  having  never  any  eafe  or  fleep 
neither  day  or  night  except  when  obtained  by 
opium. 

“ About  a month  being  thus  elapfed  flie 
applied  to  two  other  phyficians  as  eminent  in 
midwifery  as  any  in  London,  they  were  alfo 
of  opinion  that  it  cancerous — however  they 

took  her  under  care,  in  order  to  give  all  the 
affifiance  in  their  power.  Clyfiers  and  gentle 
purgatives  were  ordered,  an  illue  was  made  in 

each 
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each  leg,  but  not  difcharging  properly  and 
being  extremely  painful  they  were  foon  dried 


up. 

One  of  the  phyiicians  injedled  the  uterus 
himfelfwith  the  greatefl  tendernefs,  but  the 
pain  which  flie  felt  at  each  time  being  fo  ex- 
tremely violent  as  to  dccafion  Paintings,  and 
fometimes  cohVulfions,  he  was  obliged  to  de- 
fifl  and  fhe  returned  home.' 

“ She  next  applied  to  the  late  Mr.  Ward, 
who  finding  he  could  do  her  no  good  was  fo 
honorable  as  to  tell  her  fo,  but  rather  too 
hafiily  added,  that  fhe  had  better  go  home  to 
be  knocked  on  the  head  by  the  furgeon  who 
falivated  her. 

“ After  this  fhe  had  the  advice  of  the  phy- 
ficians  and  furgeons  of  Guy’s  Hofpital,  but 
her  ftay  there  was  fo  very  fiiort,-  that  fuch 
means  as  they  recommended  could  not  have 
time  to  take  efFed;. 

“ A foreign  gentleman  having  firfi  obtained 
a bond  from  the  hufband  to  pay  him  a hun- 
dred pounds  if  he  cured  her,  took  her  next 
under  his  care : he  attended  her  fix  weeks, 
during  which  time  he  gave  her  various  medi- 
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cines,  and  a large  fyringc  with  dire(5Hons  to 
injedl  herfelf,  but  finding  he  gained  no  advan- 
tage of  the  difeafe,  the  cafe  inftead  of  being 
* alleviated  growing  ftill  worfe,  he  refigned  ^the 
bond  and  patient  alfo. 

“ Whilfi:  file  pafiTed  through  this  tragick 
fcene,  which  was  really  more  horrid  than  is 
here  defcribed,  fhe  was  feen  by  feveral  phyfi- 
cians  and  furgeons  of  great  repute  befides  thofe 
mentioned;  all  enquired  into  the  cafe,  but 
none  difcovered  means  which  gave  relief. 

**  Novemb.  22d,  1752,  I was  defired  to  fee 
' her,  but  when  I enquired  into  the  cafe  I was 
afraid  to  meddle  with  it;  however,  being 
much  importuned,  1 undertook  to  give  her 
what  relief  1 could. 

“ Before  I did  any  thing  I waited  on  one 
of  the  phyficians  under  whofe  care  file  had 
been,  in  order  to  be  well  informed  of  the  dif- 
order,  and  of  the  means  which  had  been  tried. 
The  gentleman  told  me  with  the  greatefl:  can- 
'dour  not  only  the  means  which  had  been  ufed, 
but  that  the  cafe  was  judged  to  be  cancerous. 

“ I confels  I was  much  difcOuraged,  but  to 
make  good  my  promife  I waited  on  her  again 
and  found  her  as  follows.  “ She 
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“ She  was  greatly  emaciated,  her  pulfe  was 
low  and  quick;  fhe  faid  Ihe  felt  a burning 
pain  in  the  womb  and  all  rpund  it,  fometimes 
as  high  as  the  fmall  of  the  back;  the  uterus 
feemed  to  be  as  large  as  it  ufually  is  between 
the  third  and  fourth  month  of  geftation,  and 
felt  hard  like  a board.  There  was  a little  dif- 
charge  which  fmelled  foetid,  and  feemed  to 
proceed  from  the  cavity  of  the  uterus. 

There  was  alfo  a little  praeternatural 
riling  or  prominency  on  one  lide  of  the  cervix 
uteri,  at  a little  dillance  from  the  orifice. 

“ The  pain  was  fo  extreme,  that  for  many 
months  fhe  had  no  eafe,  and  never  flept  ex- 
cept in  Ihort  llumbers  when  intirely  worn 
down  by  continual  agony.  I began  the  cure 
as  follows: 

No.  I.  R Sails  Nitri  purificatl  grana  duodecim.  Pul- 
veris  Chel.  Cancrorum  et  Spermatis  Ceti, 
Singulorum  fcrupuliim  unam,  mifce,  fiat  pulvis, 
fcxta  quaque  hora,  fumendus,  in  hauftulo 
aqux  hordeatae. 

No.  2.  5^  Eledluarii  Leniiivi  fefquiunciam. 

jPulveris  Jalapii  drachmas  duas. 

Syriipi  Rofarum  folutivi  quantum  fufficit. 
mifce.  fiat  Elc£liiariiim.  cujus  capiat  quanti- 
tatem  nucis  Mofchata:  node  maneque,  vel  pro 
Re  nata. 
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No.  3.  ^ Foliorura  Malvac.  Artemifiiac. 

Singulorum  fetniunciam. 

Houlealas  Perlata:  uncias  duas. 

Coque  in  Aquae  fontanx  quantitate  fufficiente*^ 
ad  uncias  fex  colatur.  adde  Adipis  Anferini 
purificati  uncias  tres.  mifeeantur,  et  fiat  injec- 
tio  prp  utero,  ■ 

**  One  half  qf  this  injetflion  was  ufed  in 
the  morning  and  the  other  in  the  evening,  the 
adeps  being  added  at  the  time  of  ufing. 
Sometimes  the  fyringe  w-as  filled  with  the 
adeps  alone  and  injedfed  laft;  it  was  applied 
to  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  by  a fyringe  like 
that  delineated  in  plate  X.  and  in  fuch  man- 
ner as  fhall  be  deferibed  in  the  next  chapter  f. 

* The  manner  of  injefling  the  uterus  ought  to  be 
properly  underftood  by  the  perfon  who  attempts  it,  and 
fhould  be  done  with  a great  deal  of  delicacy  and  caution; 
for  the  parts  are  fometimes  from  inflammation  and  difeafe 
fo  exquifiiely  fenfible,  that  all  rough  management  will  be 
infupportable,  and  will  not  fail  to  augment  the  fufFerings  of 
the  patient.  That  the  applications  to  the  cavity  of  the  ute- 
rus iifelf  are  uleful  and  neceffary  is  evinced  by  the  prefent 
cafe,  and  I do  not  fee  how  a difeafe  can  be  cured  by  local 
remedies,  if  they  do  not  come  into  immediate  contaft  with 
the  feat  of  the  difeafe.  This  is  contrary  to  the  advice  of 
fon>e  refpcdable  pra£litioners  ; Pr.  Denman,  particularly, 
who  prohibits  the  attempt,  and  very  poflibly  he  might 
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At  firft  I could  not  pafs  the  canula 
above  a quarter  of  an  inch  within  the  os  uteri, 
but  in  procefs  of  time,  the  paflage  through  the 
cervix  became  more  open,  fo  that  in  a month’s 
time  about  an  inch  and  a half  went  readily 
within  the  orifice  without  giving  pain,  or  even 
uneafinefs. 

This  operation  was  continued  about  feven 
weeks.  In  fourteen  days  after  it  was  begun 
the  catamenia,  which  fhe  had  not  feen  the  lead 
iign  of  for  above  eleven  months,  appeared  and 
continued  near  three  days,  though  very  little 
in  quantity.  I dill  perfifted  in  uling  the  in- 
je(5tion,  and  continued  it  till  the  next  return, 
which  happened  about  the  28th  day  follow- 
ing. Then  I defifted  in  o/der  to  know  what 
nature  would  do  by  herfelf,  and  finding  now 
that  the  catamenia  were  of  a pretty  good  colour 
and  quantity,  that  the  uterus  was  lelTened  and 
not  quite  fo  hard  nor  painful  as  when  I began, 

I only  injected  about  a week  longer  and  then 
left  off. 

have  been  influenced  in  giving  this  advice  from  a conviction 
of  the  incapacity  of  thofe  who  might  fometimes  undertake 
the  operation. 

“ During 
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During  the'feven  weeks  of  this  operation, 
cfpecially  at  firft,  fhe  felt  fuch  a violent  pain 
through 'the  whole  region  of 'the  pelvis,  as  to 
make'^me  fufpeft  the  feat  of  the  difeafe  to  , 
be  fometimes  in  one  part  and  at  other  times  > 
in  another.  \;The  uterus  prelled  upon  the  neck 
of  the  bladder,  and  occaiioned  at  times  an  unr  | 
eaiinefs  and  difficulty  in  difcharging  the  urine,  j 
and  being  examined  by  way  of  the  redum,  it  j 
felt  fo  veryffiulky  and  preffed  fo  much  againfl:  1 

that  inteftine,  < as  to  make  me  conjedfure  that  ‘ \ 
this  was  one  reafon  of  her  being  fo  extremely 
coftive*  . :•  ! 

' I 

“ In  ffiort,  the  violence  of  the  pain  made 
her  complaints  fo  affeding,  ffie  often  making  ’ 
ufe  of  this  expreffion,  viz.  “ ihai  Jhe  had  a 
fire  within  herr*  ,‘that  I dreaded  feeing  her;  ■ ; 
but  confideiing  that  the  fymptoms  were  not  I 
aggravated  by  the  operation,  that  it  rather  al-  J 
leviated  them,  that  ffie  was  impatient  for  the  i 

time  of  my  attendance,  and  that  the  cavity  of  j 
• the  uterus  felt  more  open,  1 was  thereby  en- 
couraged to  proceed, 

“ The  foft  and  cooling  medicines  were  con- 
tinued, an  opiate  was  given  when  the  pairi  i 

was  i 
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was  outrageous  ; the  body  was  kept  open  by 
the  eledtuary,  and  when  that  failed  other  ape-* 
ritives  and  emollient  clyfters  alfo  were  given  ; 
and  moreover  fome  of  the  uterine  injedtion 
was  fometimes  thrown  into  the  redlum. 

“ She  now  could  get  out  of  bed  and  fit  up 
a little,  which  was  more  than  fhe  had  been 
able  to  do  for  feveral  months  before. 

She  fometimes  complained  of  the  pain 
being  violent  about  the  region  of  the  kidneys, 
which  made  me  try  the  following  enema : 

No.  4.  R Terebanthinx  communis  femiunciam. 
Spermalis  Ceti  drachmas  duas. 

Solve  fimul  in  Vitello  ovi  uqius  deinde  addc' 
Decofti  communis  pro  Cl)'ftere  uncius  fex. 
mjfce. 

“ As  (he  thought  that  this  gave  her  fomc 
relief  it  was  continued  once  or  twice  a day, 
till  having  no  effedt ; thirty  or  forty  drops  of 
the  tindtura  thebaica  were  then  added,  by  which 
file  at  firfi;  found  confiderable  eafej  but  this 
lofing  effedt  alfo,  the  tindture  was  increafed  to 
one  drachm.  Finding  now  that  opium  given 
in  this  way  afforded  more  relief  than  when  it 
was  taken  by  the  mouth,  and  not  being  certain 

but 
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but  tbe  continuance  df  the  terebinthina  might 
caufe  too  much  heat/  I tHeteforc  direded  the 
following : 

I 

No.  5.  R Mellis  unciam  dimidiam.’ 

■ Spermatis  Ceti  foliiti  dracfimas  duos.'  I: 

Tinfturae  Thebaic®  drachm’am  unatn.  I 

r • Aqu®  Hordeata;  uncias  fex.  I 

Mifce,  fiat  enema  pro  fe  nata  injiciendum.  i 


This  enem’a^  the  tindtura  thebaica  being 
at  laft  increafed  to  two  drachms/  was  giveri 
at  times  to  procure  refpites  of  eafe/  efpecially 
when  fhe  was  exhaufted  by  the  pain,  till  the 
latter  end  of  February  1753  ; at  which  time 
being  well  convinced  fhe  was  better  in  every 
refpedt,  I advifed  her  to  leave  it  off  entirely. 

“ She  tried  if,  but  having  ftill  a fenfation 
of  the  burning  pain,  though  not  near  to  that 
degree  as  it  had  been  j having  enjoyed  forhe 
refrefhing  flumber  by  means  of  the  opiate,  Ihe 
importuned  me  hard  for  the  liberty  of  having 
fome  of  it  by  her  : I therefore  allowed  her  to 
take  it  in  drops,  when  flie  found  the  neceflity 
urgent. 

“ With  this  Ihe  went  on  till  May,  when 
at  laft  taking  it  fo  freely  as  to  an  hundred  and 
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fifty  and  fometimes  two  hundred  drops  in  a 
day  and  night,  whereby  fhe  became  continu- 
ally intoxicated,  I prohibited  its  ufe  totally 
from  an  apprehcnfion  that  it  muft  hinder  or 
difturb  the  efforts  which  nature  feemed  to  be 
making  towards  a gradual  recovery ; for  ihe 
was  now  manifeftly  in  better  health.  She 
could  ’walk  and  ftand  more  upright  though 
not  quite  erecf ; the  catamenia  had  continued 
regular  as  to  time,  but  were  ftill  very  fmall 
in  quantity,  and  but  of  fhort  duration,  which, 
as  I imagined,  was  in  fome  meafure  owing  to 
the  ufe  of  the  opium.  The  uterus  itfelf  felt 
leffened,  and  not  fo  hard,  and  there  was  no 
difcharge. 

“ The  medicines  befide  thofe  mentioned 
which  were  taken  during  this  time  were  thofe 
of  the  nitrous  and  fofteft  kinds ; the  body  was 
kept  open  by  gentle  aperients,  as  the  above 
eleduary,  manna,  tamarinds,  purging  falts, 
&c.  oleum  amygdalarum  dulcium  being  fome- 
times added,  and  when  the  coftivenefs  render- 
ed thefe  and  an  enema  ineffedual,  aloetic  pills 
were  given  j and  when  thefe  failed  likewife, 
which  fometimes  happened,  an  equal  quantity 
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of  argent : viv.  being  added  (S  A)  they  gene- 
rally fucceeded. 

“ One  thing  1 muft  here  obferve,  viz.  that 
I cannot  find  by  my  notes  that  the  was  ever 
bled  during  all  this  time ; if  fhe  was  not,  ex- 
perience malces  me  think  this  was  an  omif- 
fion. 

“ Having  debarred  her  now  from  the  ufe  of 
opium,  and  fhe  flill  feeling  pain,  which  al- 
though not  violent  was  yet  hard  to  bear  always, 
and  being  advifed  by  fome  of  her  acquaintance  ' 
to  go  to  St.  George’s  Hofpital,  fhe  accordingly 

went,  and  was  admitted,  and  ftaid  there  about  ' 

; 

three  months. 

“ In  a day  or  two  after  fhe  had  been  taken 
in  fhe  was  examined  by  one  of  the  furgeons 
of  the  hofpital,  who  had  knowledge  in  mid- 
wifery, and  who  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  he  ' 
found  neither  difeafe  nor  any  thing  unufual  in  t 

refped;  to  the  uterus.  ' | 

“ She  was  now  bled  once  or  twice  in  a f ! 

week  in  fmall  quantities  for  fome  time,  and  ^ 

then  not  fo  often.  The  medicines  which  fhe  i 
took  were  nitre,  purging  falts,  manna,  olenm 
amygdalarum  dulcium,^opium,  and  fometimes  : 
pills  with  the  f^ptid  gums._ 
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“ Notwitliftanding  the  advantage  of  this 
Very  rational  plan,  condudted  by  the  judgment 
of  very  experienced  and  fkilful  phylicians,  Ihe 
returned  home  with  nearly  the  fame  degree  of 
pain.  I thought  that  it  appeared  rather  leffen- 
ed,  but  flie  would  not  acknowledge  it. 

“ She  continued  an  out-patient  for  fome 
time,  but  finding  the  pain  flill  continue,  on 
the  2bth  February  1754,  I vvas  defired  to  at- 
tend her  again. 

“ I now  found  the  uterus  inoftly,  if  not 
entirely,  in  the  fame  ftate  as  when  flie  went 
to  the  hofpital,  though  the  catamenia  had  ftill 
returned  at  the  regular  periods* 

**  About  fix  ounces  of  blood,  which  was 
very  fizy,  were  now  taken  from  the  arm,  and 
fhe  was  defired  to  take  an  aperient  eledtuary, 
like  that  which  was  firfl  preferibed. 

On  the  24th  of  March  I ordered  her  the 
following  pills : 

No.  6.  R -®thiopis  Antimonialis  (a  Pharmacopoeia  Doc- 
toris  James)  Drachmas  cliias  et  dimidium. 
PulvensRhei  drachmam  dimidiamm,  ucilaginis 
e Gummi  Arabico  quantum  fofficit,  mifee, 
fiant  pilula;  numero  triginti  quarum  capiat 
duo  Omni  node. 
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“ Thefe  pills  were  continued  to  the  begin- 
ning of  July,  during  which  time  the  body 
was  kept  open,  and  about  once  a week  fhe 
took  a purging  draught  or  a dofe  of  cathartic 
pills.  She  was  alfo  bled  twice  more,  and  the 
uterus  was  injedted  again  during  the  fpace  of 
about  fourteen  days. 

“ After  this  ftie  felt  a violent  itching  with- 
in the  pelvis,  vagina,  and  labia  pudendi ; this 
pruritus  being  extremely  troublefome,  I de- 
lired  her  to  wafh  the  labia  and  fyringe  the  va- 
gina once  or  twice  a day  with  the  following  ' 
lotion : 

No.  7.  R Mercurii  corrofivi  fublimati. 

Drachmam  dimidiam. 

. Aqua;  Calcis  libram  unam. 

Mcllis  Rofarum  unciam  unam,  mifce.  ' 

**  As  this ^ gave  her  fome  relief  ihe  con- 
tinued the  ufe  of  it  till  Auguft.  In  Sep  tern-  » 
ber  a large  iffue  was  made  by  a caullic  above  j 
the  knee,  which  difcharged  plentifully.  I [ 

alfo  ordered  the  following  eledtuary  and  ■ 

water : 

r 

No.  8.  R Spongia;  uflx  unciam  unam. 

' Sails  Nitri  drachmas  duas. 

Confervx  Rofarum  rubrarum  unciam  Semis. 

Syrupi 
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Syrupi  fitnplicis  quantum  fufficlat,  mifceamur 
ct  fiat  Eledluarium  de  quo  capiat  quantitatem 
nucis  Mofchatae  bis  de  die  fuperbibendo  libram 
dimidiam  aquae  marinae. 

“ This  eletfluaiy  and  water  were  continued 
to  the  middle  of  November.  She  was  now 
manifeftly  better,  both  in  refpedl  of  health  and 
to  the  abatement  of  pain. 

“ In  the  latter  end  of  January,  1755,  and 
beginning  of  February,  fhe  was  troubled  with 
a difficulty  in  making  water,  for  which  flie 
was  blooded,  and  took  fome  oily  aperients. 

“ The  caufeof  this  complaint  became  foon 
manifeft,  by  a very  natural  enlargement  of  the 
uterus  j for  the  hufband  (with  whom  I had 
often  joaked)  had  played  his  part  fo  well, 
that  on  the  fixth  day  of  June  following  I deli- 
vered her  of  a fon,  who  is  now  alive,  and 
fince  that  time  I have  delivered  her  of  five 
more  children. 

“ With  refpedl  to  the  uterus,  I found  no- 
thing unufual,  the  placenta  alfo  was  natural 
and  came  away  cafily ; the  lochia  were  rather 
fmall  in  quantity,  yet  fhe  recovered  very  well 
excepting  that  fhe  felt  a little  fenfation  of  heat 

in 
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in  the  region  of  the  pelvis ; that  continued  till 
the  birth  of  the  next  child,  fince  which  time 
the  has  felt  nothing  of  it,  and  continues  flill 
in  perfedl  health.** 

Would  this  cafe  give  one  any  reafon  to  be* 
lieve  Cancer  is  fometimes  cured  ? Or  does  it 
only  fhew  the  difficulty  of  determining  when 
Cancer  does  exift  ? ' , 


\ 


On  *Pruritus-pudendi  Muliebris. 


Under  this  term,  which  appears  to  me 
very  appropriate  to  the  complaint,  I purpofe 
to  confider  that  violent  itching  which  women 
frequently  fuffer  about  the  parts  of  generation. 
As  this  is  not  an  uncommon  complaint,  and 
is,  during  its  continuance,  exceedingly  diftrefs- 
ing,  I am  furprifed  more  notice  has  not  been 
taken  of  it  by  modern  writers  on  female  dif- 
Cafes ; by  many,  and  I may  fay  by  moft,  it 


* I have  preferred  the  lerm  to  prurigo,  as  ufed 

by  Dr.  Willan,  fince  the  former  conveys  a more  corre£t 
idea  of  the  complaint,  it  being  a fymptomatic  and  not  an 
idiopathic  affedion. 
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has  been  entirely  overlooked,  and  fo  much  has 
not  been  faid  by  thofe  who  have  deemed  it 
worthy  their  confideration  as  could  be  wiihed. 
I Ihall  therefore  on  this  occafion  epitomize 
what  has  been  laid  by  others,  as  well  as  infert 
the  refult  of  my  ow'n  obfervation  and  expe- 
rience. 

There  are  various  caufes  capable  of  pro- 
ducing this  fymptom ; fometimes  it  proceeds 
from  infefls,  wdiich  when  afcertained,  can 
eahly  be  deflroyed. 

It  is  well  known  that  the  pubis  is  affedled 
with  a violent  itching  from  that  particular 
fpecies  of  infedt  called  by  Linnaeus  pediculus 
pubis.  Though  this  does  not  come  precifely 
within  the  charadler  of  the  difeafe,  I intend 
to  take  notice  of,  it  will  be  right  to  mention 
it,  as  it  will  prevent  a mifapplication  of  re- 
medies. 

J 

This  may  be  known  by  the  itching  being 
particularly  confined  to  that  part,  and  by  the 
prefence  of  the  infedls,  which  on  examination 
by  thofe  who  have  feen  them  arc  cafily  difeo- 
yered  : they  are  not  peculiar  to  women. 

Dr.  Sims  has  recommended  a neat  remedy, 

which 
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which  I have  often  found  effed:ual,  calomel 
mixed  with  ftarch-powder  and  applied  with  a 
fwan-down  puff.  Calomel  by  itfelf  would  be 
preferable.  Dr.  Willan  orders  the  unguent, 
mercur.  fort.  * but  as  being  a more  dilagree- 
able  application  the  former  is  fuperior. 

When  thefe  remedies  fail,  which  will  fel- 
dom  happen,  or  when  reafons  exift  which 
may  in  fome  meafure  contra-indicate  the  ule 
of  mercury,  the  following  lotion  will  be  found 
an  excellent  fubftitute : 

R Staphifagriae  contus 
FoliorumNicotiana: 

Coque  in  aq.  commun.  ^xij.  ut 
Colatur  Ibf5, 

This  fhould  be  ufed  cold  three  or  four 
times  a day. 

Infedts  like  wife  give  rife  to  this  fymptom 
in  another  way,  which  is  by  afcarides  pafTing 
from  the  redlum  into  the  vagina,  and  even  in 
fome  inftances  it  would  feem^as  if  infedis  infi- 
nuated  themfelves  into  this  cavity  which  do 
hot  come  from  the  redum. 

* Vide  Willan  on  Difeafcs  of  the  Skin,  id  Order,  p.  107. 
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Dr.  Sims  has  mentioned  this  among  the  in- 
ternal caufes  which  produce  this  affedion,  and 
recommends  mercurial  and  aloetic  purgatives* 
To  thefe  I muft  decidedly' objed,  hnce  they 
can  do  little  good,  even  when  the  caufe  is 
known  to  be  of  this  defeription.  Of  what  ufe 
can  it  be  to  ad  upon  the  bowels  in  order  to 
deftroy  the  worms  in  the  vagina  ? And  when 
this  is  not  the  cafe,  when  the  irritation  pro- 
ceeds from  another  foiircCj  which  I fhall  pre- 
fen tly  mention,  they  are  ftill  further  objec- 
tionable. 

I 

It  is  a moft  egregious  miftake  to  confound  * 
as  has  generally  been  done,  this  itching  with 
another  affedion  called  furor  uterinus.  The 
greek  and  arabian  phylicians  negleded  to  make 
this  diftindion  *,  and  fuppofed  it  proceeded 
from  an  abundance  of  acrid  and  fait  humours  j 
this  has  been  noticed  lately,  however,  by  more 
accurate  obfervers. 

* Huic  congener  eft  alter  afFedlus  qui  didtur  pruritus  ma- 
tricis  ab  arabibiis  dicltur  priapifmus — iEtius,  lib.  i6.  Cap. 
82.  vocant  Satyriafim,  et  nihil  ejl  aliud  hie  nffe£lus  nifi 
ardens  defiderium  fcalpendi,  et  ardens  cupiclitas  coitus  e 
dolore.  Hieron.  Mercur.  de  Morb.  Mul.  lib.  4. 
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Dr.Willan,  who  has  paid  great  attention  to 
eruptions  of  the  fkin,  and  has  taken  notice  of 
this  complaint,  likewife  has  confidered  them 
different 

Dr.  Sims  has  enumerated  among  the  caufes 
of  this  complaint,  varices  of  the  veins  of  the 
pubis,  venereal  warts,  aphthae,  and  fungous 
excrefcences,  piles,  and  fchirrus. 

With  regard  to  venereal  warts ^ it  is  a very 
doubtful  matter  indeed,  whether  this  caufe 
alone  is  fufhcient,  for  in  a thoufand  inftances 
of  this  kind  where  venereal  warts  do  exift,. 
and  are  both  numerous  and  large,  no  itching 
takes  place  j therefore  moft  probably  it  is  only  • 
a contingency,  and  not  a principle  of  the  dif- 
eafe. 

Neither  do  I believe  the  aphthae  which  are 
generally  found  are  any  thing  more  than  a con- 
fequence  of  the  difeafe,  for  in  other  parts  of 
limilar  ftrudture  they  appear  and  do  not  pro- 

* DifFert  furor  uterinus  a pruritu  uteri  feu  pudendi,  pruri- 
tus enim  ifte  in  fenioribus  etiam  ortus  fine  libidine  et  vene- 
ris appetitu  elfe  poteft,  &c. 

See  this  quotation  from  Sennertus  in  Dr.  Willat’s 
work  on  Difeafes  of  the  Skin,  p.  103. 
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duce  this  kind  of  irritation : the  infide  of  the  lip 
and  cheek,  for  inflance,  is  very  liable  to  it 
from  the  ilighteft  irritation.  When  this  appear- 
ance is  connected  with  pruritus  muliebris,  it 
is  evidently  the  effedts  of  -thofe  efforts,  which 
from  the  infupportable  itchings  women  are 
compelled  to  have  recourfe  to  for  momentary 
jelief  * . 

Fungous  excrefcences  in  the  urethra  are  not 
iinufually  the  aggravating  caufe.  I have  met 
with  inftances  of  this  myfelf,  and  it  is  very 
iifeful  to  be  acquainted  "with  the  fadl,  fince  the 
remedies  which  in  other  cafes  prove  fufficient, 
will  here  be  of  little  avail. 

The  introdudtion  of  a bougie  being  a fpeci- 
fic,  this  fhould  authorize  us  to  have  recourfe 
to  it  at  an  early  period  left  we  fliould  fubjedl 
our  patient  to  unneceffary  difeipline,  and  par- 

* ProfelTor  Lorry,  in  the  quotation  felefted  by  Dr,  Willan, 
ex'prefTc'S  himfelf  with  much  elegance  and  energy  on  this 
point,  increfeente  malo,  pruritus  enormes  hunt  per  pa- 
roxyfmos  et  fumme  violentos  et  faiipe  recidivos  ita  ut  uec 
pudoT,  nec  revereptia  regum  a fcalpendo  divert  ant. 

The  claflical  Reader  will  be  well  pleafed  with  the  flvlc' 
of  this  elegant  Author. 
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ticularly  when  the  meatus  urinarius  is  the  prin,. 
cipal  fpot  to  which  the  irritation  is  confined. 

The  other  circumftances,  as  piles,  varicous 
veins  of  the  pubis,*  &c.  are  merely  attendants 
on  the  difeafe,  and  by  no  means  conftitute  the 
difeafe  itfelf. 

This  difeafe  may  with  propriety  be  divided 
into  two  fpecies ; that  which  occurs  during 
pregnancy,  afid  that  which  takes  place  at  any 
other  period. 

Though  many  authors  have  noticed  this  cir- 
cumftance,  viz.  that  women  were  liable  to  be 
thus  affected  only  during  pregnancy,  no  one, 
as  far  as  I have  been  able  to  enquire,  have 
given  an  explanation  of  the  real  nature  of  the 
complaint,  which  I conceive  to  be  this. 

When  a woman  is  three  or  four  months  ad- 
vanced with  child,  the  uterus  then  begins  to 
emerge  out  of  the  cavity  of  the  pelvis ; by  this 
time,  therefore,  it  preffes  more  againft  the 
bones  of  the  pubis,  and  this  o'ceafioning  an 
interruption  to  the  return  of  blood  from  the 
mouth  and  cervix  uteri,  occafions  a fulnefs 
and  congeftion  which  give  rife  to  this  fymp- 
tom, 

Jn 
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In  proof  of  this  opinion,  I have  remarked  it 
to  be  more  common  in  women  who  had  par- 
tial prolapfus  than  in  others.  I have  likewife 
obferved  it  much  more  frequent  where  the 
fecretion  from  the  furface  of  the  vagina  has 
been  diminifhed.  For  in  general  women  have 
a much  larger  fecretion  of  mucus  from  the  fur- 
face  of  the  vagina  two  or  three  months  after 
conception  than  before,  owing  to  a circum- 
ftance  which  has  been  already  explained  in  a 
former  part  of  this  work,  namely,  there  being 
a greater  determination  of  blood  than  was  ne- 
ceffary  for  the  nourifbment  of  the  foetus  during 
this  early  period  of  its  exiftence. 

Now  as  it  is  a phyhological  axiom  that  the 
fecretion  of  any  part  is,  ccsteris  paribus,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  quantity  of  blood  diftributed  to 
it,  this  increafed  mucus  is  naturally  accounted 
for ; but  in  fome  women  there  is  not  a dif- 
pofition  in  the  part  to  adapt  itfelf  to  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  and  therefore  the  relief  which 
might  hereby  be  procured  is  loft.  As  a ftill 
further  confirmation  of  the  truth  of  this  opini- 
on, it  will  be  found  that  there,  is  confiderable 
fuelling  about  the  parts  of  generation,  the 
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veins  are  really,  as  Dr.  Sims  has  ftated  va- 
rious, and  frequently  the  hsemorrhoidal  vef- 
fels  partaking  of  the  fame  ftate,  as  being  from 
their  locality  under  the  influence  of  the  fame 
caufe,  piles  are  no  unufuai  concomitant.Though 
according  to  this  idea  the  cure  mufl:  principal- 
ly depend  on  fuch  means  as  are  calculated  to 
diminifh  this  plethora,  there  are  fome  points 
of  confequence  to  be  attended  to  in  regulating 
this  part  of  our  practice,  for  though  a con- 
geftion  of  blood  in  the  veflels  of  the  parts  is 
the  principal  caufe  of  the  irritation,  yet  this 
irritation  having  been  kept  up  for  fome  time, 
may  bring  on  fuch  a fenfibility  in  the  part  as 
may  render  topical  remedies  exceedingly  necef- 
fary  to  remove  the  effedts  of  its  continuance. 

With  regard  to  bleeding  where  particular 
reafons  do  not  forbid,  mofl:  aflliredly  the  high- 
eft  benefit  will  be  obtained  from  opening  a 
vein  on  the  pubis,  .which  may  be  done  with 
the  greateft  facility  and  without  any  ligature 
being  applied. 

I have  drawn  blood  in  this  manner  by  the 
lancet,  and  the  ftream  has  flowed  out  to  a 
confiderable  diftance,  and  continued  as  long  as 
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was  neceffary  without  either  ligature  or  prcf* 
fure. 

V 

Bleeding  from  the  arm  is  much  lefs  benefi- 
cial, becaufe  we  are  robbing  the  confiitution 
of  what  it  is  not  in  a fituation  to  afford  ; and 
it  is  another  fad;  worthy  of  confideration,  that 
women  of  the  moft  delicate  irritable  habits 
are  the  moft  difpofed  to  this  affediion  j and 
as  it  is  merely  a local  accumulation,  the  more 
diredly  blood  is  drawn  from  the  part  the  bet- 
ter. Bleeding,  therefore,-  though  it  becomes 
abfolutely  neceflTary  to  procure  relief,  may  be 
attended  with  fome  inconvenience  as  far  as 
regards  the  conftitution,  and  therefore  we 
fliould  take  particniar  care  to  enforce  fuch  an 
attention  to  the  regimen  and  condud;  of  the 
patient,  as  will  prevent  the  expediency  of  its 
repetition. 

We  fhould  therefore  be  careful  to  enjoin 
perfect  reft  in  a cool  fituation,  and  an  hori- 
zontal pofture,  which  is  of  the  utmoft  con- 
fequence,  and  all  the  liquids  which  flie  drinks 
fhould  be  cold  and  weak ; the  beft,  and  which 
fome  have  recommended  as  a remedy,  is  com- 
mon 
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mon  whey  * ; — fmall  dofes  of  nitre  given 
two  oi  three  times  a day,  which  will  be  very 
ufeful;  wafhing  the  parts  about  the  entrance 
nf  the  vagina  with  warm  water  is  very  bene- 
ficial. 

This  I know  is  contrary  to  common  opini- 
on, but  I muft  declare  upon  my  honour  that 
r have  found  by  experience  the  eligibility  of 
the  praftice.^  I had  at  firil  prefcribed  cold 
water,  but  w'lthout  effedt,  and  the  fame  pa- 
tient found  gteat  relief  ftom  ufing  it  warm. 

According  to  the  explanation  I have  given 
of  the  elfedts  of  cold-bathing,  this  will  not 
appear  fo  wonderful,  fince  the  glow  which 
fucceeds  may  increafe  the  heat  j probably  the 
Warm  water,  by  relaxing  the  furface  and  favor- 
ing the  natural  fecretion  of  mucus,  obtains 
this  preference. 

Though  the  caufe  of  the  irritation  may  be 
removed  by  bleeding,  the  irritation  itfelf  may 
not  immediately  fubfide,  fince  it  is  undoubt- 
edly true,  as  Dr.  Fordyce  has  obfeiwed,  that 

* Serum  etiam  laftis  accepttim  per  os  mirifice  confert 
fjuia  expurgat  et  ducit  ejufmodi  humores. 

Hieron.  de pnirhu  Matncis,  lib.  iv,  ch.viii. 
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a difeafe  vvtll  continue  after  the  original  caufe 
has  been  removed : with  this  view  1 have  ap- 
plied a blifter  to  the  facrum,  and  with  the 
happieft  effe(5t.  Here  too  topical  remedies 
will  be  of  fervice ; the  following  I have  fuc- 
cefsfully  employed,  and  will  be  found  equal 
if  not  fuperior  to  molt. 

R Cremor.  La£t. 

Acet.  Litharg.  jij. 

Opii  3j-  , ^ 

Infus.  Theas  viridis  ^vj. 

M.  f.  Injeft.  et  fiftul.  eburn.  vel  plumbeo  injiciatur. 

This  will  likewife  be  found  of  great  ufe  in 
this  fymptom  when  not  connecfted  or  governed 
by  pregnancy;  the  treatment  ,of  which  I lhatl 
now  proceed  to  conlider. 

I mull  firft  pbferve  with  refpedt  to  leeches, 
which  I intended  ,to  have  noticed  under  the 

confideration  of  blood-letting,  that  they  are 

« 

not  advifeable,  becaufe  they  draw  blood  in  a 
gradual  manner,  and  rather  tend  to  dired;  a 
flow  of  blood  to  the  parts  than  to  deplete  the 
•yeflels  already  diflended. 

The  Pruritus  which  attends  pregnancy  ge- 
nerally ccafes  fome  time  before  labour  com- 

L raences, 
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mences,  and  does  not  return  after  the  procefs 
is  completed. 

When  this  fjmptom  attacks  patients  who 
are  not  in  the  predicament  above  alluded  to, 
it  may  proceed  from  fome  of  the  caufes  already 
enumerated ; by  many  it  has  been  fuppofed 
to  be  the  effed  of  acrid  fait  humour : of  this 
opinion  were  almoft  all  the  ancient  writers, 
and  there  is  no  folid  reafon  for  doubting  the 
fuppofition. 

Though  this  is  unconnected  with,  and  ought 
to  be  diftinguiihed  from  furor  uterinus,  it  may 

degenerate  into  that  evil ; to  obviate  this  cir- 

o 

cumftance,  various  remedies  have  been  fug- 
gefted. 

^tius  among  other  things  recommended 
the  head  to  be  wafhed  with  vinegar  of  rofes, 
which  is  no  contemptible  prefcription ; for  as 
the  intellectual  pQwers  are  more  or  lefs  affect- 
ed, whatever  will  ffrengthen  the  fenforium 
will  prove  beneficial. 

That  the  brain  has  an  amazing  connection 
with  the  organ  of  generation,  may  be  fhewn 
by  a variety  of  facts. 

Many  pcrfons  who  have  been  remark- 
ably 


/ 
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ably  chafte,  and  even  indifferent  to  venereal 
pleafures,  have  fo  far  changed  their  charadter 
in  confequence  of  mental  derangement  as  to 
become  uncommonly  falacious. 

With  rco-ard  to  local  remedies,  faturnine 

O 

applications  with  opium  and  cicuta  are  of  ufe. 

Some  have  advifed  the  back  * to  be  anointed 
with  cooling  unguents.  Ambrofe  Parey  re- 
commends aegyptiacum  in  fea  water  as  a lo- 
tion with  which  he  cured  a perfon  -f. 

Dr.  Denman  preferibes  burnt  fponge  and 
nitre  internally,  with  the  aqua  zinci,  vitriol, 
cum  camph.  as  a lotion  ; he  fays  he  has  tried 
the  plummer’s  pill  and  a decodlion  of  farfapa- 
rilla,  but  does  not  mention  v/ith  what  effedf. 
Thefe  various  remedies  will  be  fo  many  re- 
fources  for  the  pradditioner  to  avail  himfelf  of, 
but  a. great  deal  will  depend  on  his  judgment 
in  detedting  the  caufe. 

* Prastcrca  dorfum  unguentis  rofacea  vel  refrigerante 
iniingere  proficumn  eft. 

LLdov.  Merc  at.  //e  prurhu  et  furore  Uteri,  lib.  ii.  cb.  X. 

+ Me  conTultore  /Egyptiacum  in  aq.  maritt.  aut  li.xivio 
dilTolimim.^ 

*  Sibi  fyringe  exprimi  et  injici.  eiiravit. 

Ambrose  Pa  key,  di.  Ixiiij.  Dt  Uteri  Pruritu. 
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The  ufe  of  a blifter  to  the  facrum  may  be 
confidered  as  the  moft  ejBPediual  means  of  coun- 
teradting  the  irritation. 

In  concluding  this  fubjedt,  I muft  mention 
that  I have  not  found  it  any  indication  of 
fchirrus,  and  am  happy  to  be  fupported  in- 
this  opinion  by  the  refpedlable  charadler  I have 
before  had  occafion  to  mention  -f-. 

Having  in  a former  part  of  this  treatife  pro- 
pofed  to  confider  the  uterus  as  a fpongy  vaf-* 
eular  body,  loofely  fituated  in  a cavity,  and 
having  hitherto  attended  to  thofe  affedtions  to 
which  from  its  vafcularity  it  is  particularly  lia- 
ble, I proceed  to  fome  remarks  on  that  com- 
plaint which  females  are  fubjedl  to  in  con- 
fequence  of  its  being  loofely  fituated  in  a cavity. 


Prolapsus  Uteri. 

A Prolap fus  Uteri  is  brought  on  by  an  al- 
moft  infinite  variety  of  occurrences,  for  what- 
ever can  weaken  the  ligaments  by  which  this 
organ  is  connedted,  will  be  fufficient  to  occa- 

t Dr.  Sims. 
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iion  it;  hence  funning,  leaping,  dancing,  rai- 
ling confiderable  weights,  or  jumping  from  a 
great  height,  are  the  frequent  caufes,  but  the 
moft  general  one  is  injury  fuftained  from  im- 
proper management  during  or  fubfequent  to 
delivery. 

The  treatment  of  women  during  labour  is  a' 
much  more  important  office  than  it  is  even 
conlldered,  for  many  entertain  an  idea  that 
when  a child  prefents  favourably,  and  there 
is  no  deformity  or  want  of  room,  that  the 
bulinefs  is  very  limple  and  trivial. 

It  is  true  where  a perfon  has  fufficient 
judgment  and  diferetion  not  to  interfere  but  , 
when  it  is  neceffiary,  the  procefs  is  as  fafe  as 
it  is  reprefented ; but  this  is  not  the  univerfal 
charadter  of  thofe  who  pradtice  in  this  depart- 
ment. ^ 

In  the  courfe  of  my  own  experience  I have 
met  with  feveral  women  who  would  not  have 
had  occafion  to  confult  me  but  from  this  in- 
judicious treatment. 

The  faculty  with  which  the  os  uteri  is  di- 
lated, is  by  no  means  proportionate  to  the 
violence  of  the  labour-pains  ; to  encourage  a 
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woman  therefore  to  bear  dow?i  ( as  it  is  Oallecf) 
when  this  difpofition  to  dilate  is  not  prefent, 
is  exceedingly  wrong,  though  at  the  fame  time 
exceedingly  common. 

In  order,  likewife,  to  accelerate  the  deli^ 
very,  a liberal  quantity  of  fome  fpirituous 
liquor  is  adminiftered ; thus  the  expulfive  ef- 
forts are  increafed,  whilft  the  very  fame  re- 
medy, by  producing  an  inflammatory  flate  of 
the  habit,  rather  difcourages  and  retards  the 
relaxation  of  the  os  uteri. 

I hope  I fhall  not  be  mifunderflood  or  be 
confidered  as  levying  an  accufation  againfl; 
other  pradlitioners  ; the  cen fine  is  principally 
applied  to  female  ones,  among  whom  I have 
fo  frequently  found  the  practice  here  reprobated, 
that  I make  no  apology  for  the  freedom  of  the 
obfervation. 

I 

\ The  bearing  down  of  the  uterus  in  labour  is 
often  the  confequence  of  another  indifcretion,  ' 
which  is  rupturing  the  membranes  at  an  im- 
proper time. 

No  artificial  contrivance  can  prove  an  ade- 
quate fubftitute  for  the  protufion  of  the  mem- 
branes. The  gradual  manner  in  which  it 

proceeds. 


I 


,(87) 

proceeds,  and  the  foft  prefTure  of  the  liquor 
amnii  are  fo  important  for  accomplifliing  this 
purpofe,  that  the  labour  is  inevitably  tedious 
when  thefe  advantages  are  loft. 

The  attempt  to  remedy  this  inconvenience 
is  followed  by  worfe  confequences,  for  by  the 
effort  to  dilate  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  and 
the  repeated  application  of  unctuous  fubftances, 
that  difpofition  is  deftroyed. 

I will  venture  to  affert  there  is  no  part  which 
an  accoucheur  has  to  perform  that  requires 
more  judgment,  gentlenefs,  or  difcrimination, 
tlian  the  dilating  the  os  uteri  when  the  waters 
have  prematurely  difcharged ; and  therefore 
I .trufi  I fhall  be  indulged  in  dwelling  a 
little  longer  a the  fubjedt,  although  it  has 
fo  often  .been  treated  on  by  far  more  eminent 
authors. 

The  preflure  of  the  membranes  do  not  ap- 
pear to  me  fo  much  calculated  to  dilate  the 
mouth  of  the  womb  as  to  preferve  its  capacity 
W'hen  it  is  dilated  ; thus  as  it  begins  to  relax, 
the  waters  fall  down  and  prevent  its  recover- 
ing its  fituation  when  an  additional  contrac- 
tion takes  place. 
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■ In  imitation  therefore  of  the  effedl,  fhouid 
the  artificial  afliftance  be  regulated,  if  we  ufe 
a greater  degree  of  force  we  counteraQ:  our 
own . purpofes  j for  inftance,  in  introducing 
the  hand  into  the  uterus,  if  it  is  not  done  with 
great  gentlenefs  and  deliberation,  W’e  ftimulate 
I the  mufcLilar  fibres,  and  a eontradtion  takes 

place.  The  very  fame  reafoning  will  apply ; 

1.  too  much  officioufnefs  changes  the  difppfition 

^ in  the  Hate  of  the  os  uteri,  and  renders  it 

I refilling,  and  unyielding ; and  by  pro- 

longing the  objedl  we  are  flriving  to  obtain, 
u forms  the  foundation  of  that  difeafe.  Prolap fus 

Uteri. 

But  though  it  is  a fadt  which  I have  endea- 
voured to  fubflantiate,  that  a Prolapfus  Uteri 
may  in  many  inflances  be  attributed  to  want 
of  fkill  and  attention  on  the  part  of  the  prac- 
f titioner,  I think  it  incumbent  on  me  to  flate,  • 

I for  the  honor  of  the  profeflion,  that  it  fre- 

quently is  owing  to  fuch  a combination  of  cir- 
I cumflances  as  are  not  in  his  province  or  power 

to  relieve  : thus,  for  infiance,  if  a perfon  of  a 
delicate  flrudlure,  whofe  habits  of  life  have 
: ' been  calculated  to  render  the  whole  fyflem 

weak 
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Weak  and  effeminate,  '’flioiild  fuftaiii  violent 
labour-pains  from  the  extraordinary  dimen  (ions 
of  the  child’s  head,  the  ligaments  of  the  ute- 
rus muff  inevitably  be  weakened  by  this  pro- 
cefs ; ’ and  if  in  addition  to  this  the  haemorrhage 
which  follows  the!  extraction  of):the  placenta  ■ 
Ihould  be  profufe,"  the  conftitution.will  be  fo 
far  debilitated  as  to  prevent  thefe  parts  fpeedily 
recovering  their  original  tone.  ‘It  is ' in  fuch 
inftances  that  an  attention  to  an  horizontal 
pofture  during . the  period  of  convalefcence 
-Ihould  be  flrenuoufly  enforced,  and  in  proper 
time  the  ufe  of  cold  fait  .water  to  the  pubis, 
perinaeum,  and  lumbar  region,  fhould  be  re- 
forted  to ; for  it  is  the  .vis  tonicUy  as  it  is 
called,  .which  is  inherent  in  all  mufcular  fibres 
that  retains  the  uterus  in  its  fituation  : hence  it 
has  happened  that  a fudden  fright  has  iiiflahta- 
neoully  produced  this  complaint  in  women, 
who  have  not  perceived  any  previous  tendency  to 
it.  Under  the  circumftances  above-mentioned,, 
.the  appearance  of  this  fymptom  refledts  no 
diferedit  on  the  medical  attendant ; the  obferv- 
ance  of  reft  and  a proper  pofture  will  depend 
on  the  patient  herfelf,  whofe  inattention  to 

M thefe 


( 9°  ) 

thefe  particulars  will  in  all  probability  fubje<a 
her  to  the  inconvenience  arifing  from  this 
caufe.  ' 

The  Prolapfus  Uteri  exifts  in  different  de- 
grees, in  fome  perfons  being  only  partial,  that 
is,  it  does  not  defcend  to  the  entrance  of  the 
vagina;  in  other  cafes  it  is  even  found  pro- 
truding beyond  this  part,  drawing  the  vagina 
along  with  it ; according  to  thefe  diflPerent 
ftages  it  is  more  or  lefs  important  and  afflic- 
tive; in  every  ftate  it  requires  attention,  as  it 
is  the  fource  of  feveral  very  obftinate  and  dan- 
gerous complaints  ; when  it  becomes  con- 
iiderable  it  is  attended  with  a fenfe  of  weight 
in  the  part,  and  from  its  attachment  to  the 
bladder,  there  is  much  pain  and  interruption 
to  the  difcharge  of  urine. 

This  ftate  demands  immediate  relief,  as  it  not 
only  is  an  impediment  to  every  requilite  exer- 
tion, but  is  liable  to  irritation,  inflammation, 
and  excoriation,  from'  the  motion  of  the  body, 
and  by  overftraining  the  ligamentous  attach- 
ment by  which  it  is  retained,  precludes  the 
poflibility  of  their  ever  being  capable  of  reco- 
vering their  original  tone. 
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When  the  uterus  has  been  replaced,  and 
there  is  no  other  circumftance  to  be  attended 
to  than  its  being  kept  in  a proper  place,  a 
Peffary  is  the  inllrument  mofl;  generally  recom- 
mended. Of  thefe  there  have  been  a number 
difierently  conftrudled,  but  as  the  flat  circular, 
or  oval  peflary  with  a perforation  in  its  center 
is  that  which  is  moft  commonly  reforted  to 
it  wdl  not  be  deferving  of  our  time  to  point 
out  the  peculiarities  or  the  imperfedtions 
of  others ; let  us  therefore  confider  how  far 
the  pefTary  above  defcribed  is  adequate  to  the 


* The  late  ingenious  Dr.  Aitkin,  of  Edinburgh,  has  in- 
vented and  recommetided  an  Air-Pejfary,  which  he  con- 
fiders  as  pofleding  in  a fuperior  degree  the  properties  fo  re- 
quifite  ,in  this  cafe,  fmoothnefs,  lightnefs,  and  compref- 
fibility  : his  defcriptjon  of  it  is  as  follows. 

1 “ The  Air-Peflary  is  formed  of  a fmall  bladder  or  bag, 

J “ fbft  and  air-tight,  with  a valve  at  the  orifice.  It  is 
“ introduced  and  then  duly  inflated  by  the  patient  by  a 
“ long  flexible  tube,  which  is  immediately  retired.  This 
“ inllrument  while  it  is  exceedingly  light,  fully  occupies 
“ the  vagina,  and  fupports  perfedlly  the  uterus. 

“ \vhen  it  is  wifhed  to  retire  it,  the  valve  is  forced  and 
“ immediately  it  collapfes.”' 

Since  I have  written  the  above,  I have  made  a praftical 
application  of  the  principle,  though  I have  changed  the 
3 ^ tna/erials  here  recommended,  and  find  it  infinitely  fuperior 
other  contrivances. 

2 purpofe, 
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purpofe,  and  what  circumftanccs  juftify  its 
application. 

In  the  introduction  of  this  inftrument  it  is 
necelTary  to  remember  it  fhould  be  fo  large  as 
to  give  a firm  fupport  to  the  parts  above  it, 
and  the  part  by  which  it  is  fupported  prin- 
cipally is  the  perinaeum ; where  the  uterus 
therefore  has  defcended  confiderably  either  to 
the  os  externum  or  beyond  it,  the  above 
pofition  of  the  inftrument  is  an  evident  advan- 
tage, as  it  prevents  the  progrefs  of  the  difeafe, 
and  enables  the  individual  to  go  about  with 
eafe  and  comfort,  but  in  flighter  degrees  of  the 
fame  affeCtion,  this  remedy  is  of  no  ufe,  or 
rather  this  inftrument , is  no  remedy;  it  even 
does  harm,  for  it  does  not  aCt  in  fuch  a man- 
ner as  to  replace  the  uterus  in  its  original  fitu- 
ation,  and  by  the  diftention  of  the  vagina  this 
contractile  power  is  weakened,  an  increafed 
fecretion  of  mucus  takes  place,  rendering  it 
ftill  weaker,  and  thus  it  is  prevented  from 
being  reduced  to  that  diameter  which  it  might 
have  been  by  other  means. 

Every  one  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  muft 
deprecate  the  ufe  of  the  inhrument  under  fuch 
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circumftances  j for  whatever  may  be  fiid  of 
the  facility  of  its  introdudlion,  or  the  eafe 
with  which  it  may  be  worn,  hill  it  is  a per- 
petual penance  to  the  female  who  fubmits  to 
it,  as  it  occafionally  requires  to  be  changed 
and  removed,  and  every  delicate  woman  muft 
feel  forcible  objecftions  to  the  operation. 

In  the  cafe  1 have  juft  defcribed,  the  want 
of  this  aftiftance  is  no  lofs,  for  the  complaint 
can  almoft  certainly  be  cured  without  it. 

Aftringent  injections  * applied  four  or  five 
times  a day,  feldom  or  ever  fail  to  anfvver.our 
purpofes,  if  the  patient  is  but  moderately 
quiet,  and  willing  to  preferve  an  horizontal 
pofture  a few  days. 

•'  The  effeCl:  of  thefe  in  contracting  the  di- 
menftons  of  the  vagina,  has  been  known  to 
fome  women  of  no  very  great  reputation,  who 
have  made  an  application  of  the  principle  to 
purpofes  more  cenfurable ; and  though  the 

* Miiliercs  nonniilla:  hujiis  aJI^ricUonis  R’ciipcranda; 
a partii  nimis  ftiidiora:,  cum  raaximc  adflrlngcntibus  me- 
dicamcmis  intemperanter  ufas  fnilTent  in  tantam  vulvx  an- 
gtifliam  lapfa:  funt,  ui  wm  potuerunt  in  fuluiwn  vlrum  ad~ 
niitlcre,— — .yide  Btnnjvcnii  Opera, 

praClicc^ 
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pradice  is  not  mentioned  for  imitation,  it  will 
teach  us  how  much  may  be  expeded  from  the 
efficacy  of  fimilar  agents. 

There  is  one  clafs  of  people  to  whom  the 
inftrument  above  alluded  to  is  more  neceffary,. 

I mean  wafherwomen  j the  nature  of  their  em- 
ployment renders  them  exceedingly  liable  to 
this  misfortune*  And  as  their  exercife  and 
pohtion  is  fo  extremely  unfavorable  to  them 
in  this  refped,  the  ufe  of  the  peffary  may  be 
recommended  with  much  lefs  reftridion. 

There  is  another  complaint  to  which  women 
. are  likewife  liable,  that  bears  a refemblance  to 
what  I have  already  defcribed. 

The  complaint  alluded  to  is  Polypus,  which 
as  it  is  eaffiy  diftinguifhed  would  not  have  re- 
quired to  be  mentioned  at  prefent,  but  from  the 
important  confequences  which  arife  from  the 
raiftake.  The  prefence  of  the  os  uteri  in  the 
one  cafe'and  not  in  the  other,  would  alone  be 
fufficient  for  the  purpofe  of  difcriminafion  to 
thofe  who  are  accuftomed  to  an  examination 
of  that  part ; belides  in  Polypus  the  furface, 
as  well  as  fubflance,  is  more  irregular,  and  ge- 
nerally is  larger  at  its  extremity  than  the  bale, 

where 
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where  it  is  often  fupported  by  a flight  pedicle. 

The  treatment  of  this  will  hereafter  be  con- 
fidcred,  and  therefore  it  will  be  fufficient  now 
to  obferve  that  not  unfrequently  thefe  are  con- 
neded,  as  Polypus  when  confiderable  will  from 
its  weight  necellarily  tend  to^  procure  a Pro- 
lapfus. 

Dr.  Wallace  Johnfon  lays  down  the  follow- 
ing method  by  which  we  are  to  diftinguifh 
thefe  two  complaints.  “ In  cafe  of  a Poiy- 
pus  fpringing  from  the  uterus,  a finger  or 
rather  a catheter  may  be  infinuated  the 
“ whole  length  of  the  vagina,  and  then  moved 
fideways  quite  round  j if  it  arifes  from  the 
“ vagina,  the  inftrument  may  almofi:  be  paf- 
“ fed  as  high,  but  the  root  of  the  polypus 
“ will  prevent  its  going  quite  round.  Whereas 
“ in  a protufion,  the  vagina  is  fo  much  in- 
“ verted  and  pulled  down  by  the  uterus,  as  to 
“ leave  no^paflage  but  only  a circular  fulcus 
“ about  half  an  inch  deep  within  the  fofla 
“ magnaj  fomething  is  to  be  difeovered  like- 
wife  by  pafling  the  catheter  into  the  blad- 
**  der,  for  in  a protufion  this  vifeus  is  dif- 
“ placed,  as  above  obferved,  but  in  cafe  of  a 

‘ ‘ polypus 
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polypus  its  pofition  is  generally  natural; 
“ and  there  is  no  fuppreffion  of  urine."* 

From  what  has  been  delivered,  there  will  he 
feldom  much  difficulty  in  determining  the 
nature  of  the  complaint.  c / > ' 

Before  1 quit  the  fubjeft,  I muft  juft  briefly 
recapitulate  what  I have  advifed,  that  , where 
the  ■ complaint  is  a of  confiderable  duration,  a 
peflary  is  an  inftrument  very  eligible  and  effen- 
tial,  but  in  the  incipient  ftate,  ufelefs  and  even 
prejudicial. 

Fluor  albus  is  a very  ufual  concomitant  of 
this  difeafe,  which  it  has  a tendency  to  in- 
creafe,  and  for  this  peflaries  are  hurtful; 
where  the  ufe  of  aftringent  injections  are  at 
once  calculated  to  remove  both. 


' Of  Moles. 
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Though  the  term  'Mole  has  been  familiarly 
employed  by  almoft  every  writer  on  female  p i 
difeafes,  there  is  no  word  which  hath  been  the  p*l 
caufe  of  greater  confufion,  and  is  fo  indefinite  pftS 

in  its  fignification  ; every  fubftance  which  ^has 

been  ^ 
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jycen  expelled  from  the  uterus  (except  a .well 
formed  foetus)  has  been  clafled  under  this  ge- 
neral denomination.  'This  fad:  alone  will  juf- 
tify  my  faying  fomething  on  the  fubjed,  even 
if  there  was  no  other  reafon  for  introducing  it 
as  a part  of  this  dilfertation.  From  not  pro- 
perly defining  the  term,  it  has  probably  hap- 
pened that  the  generality  of  authors  have  con- 
fidered  Moles  and  falfe'  conceptions  as  fyno- 
nimous  * , and  fimilar  in  their  fource  and  con- 
fequences*  This  is  an  error  pf  very  .confider-' 
able  rnagnitude,  fihee  it  not  only  mifleads  our 
underftanding,  but  may  injure  in  a material 
degree  the  reputation  of  the  perfon  who  may 
chance  to  be  the  fubjed  of  the  complaint ; for 
Women  who  have  never  had  connedion  with  a 

man, 

* Si  vero  (inqnit  Avicenna)  fuerit  uterus  frigidus  femen 
mulieris  frigidse  coagulatur,  coagulatuin  non  in  f«tum  Jed 
in  molam  convertitur. 

Hieron.  Mercur.  de  Morb.  Mul. 

Ob  defeHum  f'jrmatricis,  gigni  Molam,  et  e defeflu  nafei 
Vel  propter  uteri  aliquod  vitluin  vcl  feminis  ipfius. 

Averrhoes  Opera- 

Ex  qilibus  evidenter  conftat  dtiplicem  hujtis  rriall  exiderd 
Caufam,  alteram  copiofum  fanguinem  ac  lortaire  foeciilcn- 
lum,  craflum  et  omnino  ineptum.  quern  natura  ail  men- 

N flruam 
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man,  are  undoubtedly  liable  to  fucb  accidents 
as  have  been  clalTed  under  this  appellation 

That  this  obfervation  is  corredl  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  for  polypus  of  the  uterus  was  con- 
lidered  as  the  fame  difeafe,  and  none  of  the 
old  pradiitioners  made  the  diftindion  till  the 
time  of  Monf.  Levret,  who  has  written  the 
befl  work  as  yet  publifhed  on  this  fubjed; 
nay  the  term  Polypus  is  not  even  mentioned 
by  them  as  a difeafe  affeding  the  uterus. 

This  remark  is  at  leaf!  corred  with  regard 
to  the  works  of  Baptiftus  Montanus,  Zacu- 
tus,  Lulitanus,  Paulus  Zacchius,  Felix  Pla- 

firuam  purgationem  tanquam  inutilem  adfervaverit  copia 
et  natura  a fcEtus  perfeftione  alienum ; alteram  vero,  vim 
feminis  formatricem  imhecUUorem.  " 

Ludov.Mercat.  de  Morh.  Mulier. 

* Cum  plerique  doftorum  hominum  fufpicati  fuerint, 
imo  pro  certo  habuerint,  molam  non  pofle  abfque  viri  con- 
cubitugigni ; contra  tamen,  fentientibus  aliis  dodtiffimis  pa- 
riter  ac  prascipue  audloritatis  viris. 

Zacch^i  ^(zfi-legal. 

Licet  forte  et  Virgines  et  vidua:  Molam  aliquando  ut 
dixi  abfque  ulla  pudicitia:  nota  geftaverint  ut  ex  hiftoriis 
patet  relati  per  Schenck,  fuas  Obferv.  lib,  4.  titul.  de  Molis, 

ter. 
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ttr,  Mofchion,  Nicolai,  Rocheus,  LudovicuS, 
Bonaciolus,  Hieronymus  Mercurialis,  Lu- 
dovicus  Mercatus,  Ambrofe  Parey,  and  feve- 
ral  others  which  might  be  here  enumerated ; 
their  filence  being  afcribable  to  this,  that 
under  the  defcription  of  Mole  the  difeafe  poly- 
pus was  often  reprefented. 

In  order  to  make  a proper  diftindtion,  we 
may  feparate  thefe  different  appearances  under 
three  general  divifions. 

The  firft.  Polypus — which  may  in  fome 

refpedls  be  confidered  a part  of  the  uterus  it- 
felf. 

The  2nd.  Falfe Conception,  by  which  muff 
evidently  be  underftood  that  which  is  the  pro- 
duct of  fexual  intercourfe  ; and, 

jdly.  Any  other  fubftance  contained  in  the 
uterus  not  neceffarily  preceded  by  that  oper- 
ation. 

Polypus  will  hereafter  be  feparately  con- 
lldered,  and  therefore  I fhall  not  at  prefent 
make  any  remarks  on  the  fubjedl. 

With  regard  to  Falfe  Conception,  this  has 
been  in  general  the  Mole  which  has  been  ex- 
pelled, whofe  formation  may  eafily  be  ex- 

N 2 plained  i 
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plained ; for  when  a worhan  has  conceived,  it 
fometimes  happens  that  after  (he  is  fomewhat 
advanced  in  pregnancy,  the  fcetus  dies,!  and  be- 
corpes  withered  and  blighted.  After  a time 
the  placenta  and  its  appendages  are  thrown  out 
of  the  uterus,  and  this  has  been  in  general  the 
maflTa  carnea  of  the  ancients, 

Under  the  third  diyiiion  are  comprehended 
fubftances  of  different  confiftence  and  appear^* 
ances  ; all  coagula  of  blood  are  here  included, 
and  are  the  mofl  common  fubftances  of  this 
clafs,  but  very  often  a calcareous  concretion 
has  been  formed  by  the  furface  pf  the  uterus*, 

* Extin6ta  Hippolita,  Gaza  Corrigienfe,  dolotibus  ute- 
rinis  diu  vexata  cum  febre,  lapis  incrediblis  magnitudihis, 
gypfias  confiftentia  multo  nigerrimo  mucore  innatans,  flif. 
fedto  utero  extraftiis  fuit. 

Marcell.  Donat.  Hijlor.  Mtrah.  lib.  4,  ch.  50.' 

Habemus  domi  lapides  excifos  folliculo  fellis,  flomachp 
pt  Utero. Gemma  Cychgn.  1.  2.  ch.  6. 

Obfcrvavimiis  concretes  in  capife,  in  Utero  Mulieris  cui 
diljrec^nd*  in  Scholis  Medicorum  publice  prsficimus, 

Scholiogr.  ad  L.  48.  Holler. 

Several  other  Authors  have  bore  teflimony  to  the 
Vide  Thom,  a Vega,  Holler  inter  rariora,  Marfilius  de 
Sophia,  Alex.  Benedift.  Wierum  de  PaasHig.  &c.  &c. 

and 
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and  has  acquired  bulk  by  the  depofition  of 
more  matter  to  its  furfaces. 

Thefe  remarks  will  undoubtedly  be  found 
neceffary  and  ufeful  in  regulating  our  prognof- 
tic,  and  direding  our  pradice  ; but  the  moft 
important  reafon  for  my  mentioning  the  fub- 
jedl  was,  to  point  out  the  diftind;ion  between 
the  fymptoms  of  pregnancy  and  thofe  arifing 
from  other  caufes,  which  may  be  afeertained 
by  the  following  circumftances. 

In  the  cafe  of  a Mole,  the  firfl  fenfation 
fometimes  is  a lump  or  weight  inclining  occa- 
lionally  to  one  fide  or  the  other  j whereas 
under  pregnancy,  particularly  in  the  firfl;  child, 
many  difagreeable  fymptoms  take  place  pre- 
vious to  any  fenfible  enlargement  j for  as  con- 
ception is  an  important  procefs  begun  in  the 
female  conftitution,  it  becomes  fenfibly  influ- 
enced by  it,  previous  to  any  enlargement  in  the 
capacity  of  the  uterus. 

Here  then  is  one  evident  diftindion;  for 
the  inconveniences  which  arife  from  a Mole 
are  in  confequence  of  its  fize,  and  it  is  obvious 
that  any  fubftance  of  confiderable  bulk  muft  be 
merely  on  the  principle  of  mechanical  irritation, 

and 
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and  diftenfion,  influence  the  parts  in  which  it  | 
is  contained,  as  well  as  thofe  which  are  coiim  | 
tiguous. 

Now  as  there  are  feveral  parts  of  the  body  j 
which  have  a particular  fympathetic  connec-  • 
tion  with  the  uterine  fyftem,  fo  in  confequence  j 
of  its  enlargement,  from  whatever  caufe,  the  t 
breafls  in  fome  meafure  have  a correfpondent  \ 
ad:ion  and  become  enlarged  likewife,  -but  this  j 
we  fliall  find  .will  furnifh  us  with  another  '{ 
mark  of  difcrimination.  } 

2dly.  When  the  child  quickens,  or  to 
fpeak  more  corredtly,  when  the  motions  of  [ 
the  child  are  fo  powerful  as  to  be  felt  by  the  { 
mother,  the  motion  is  fo  different  from  the  (' 

i 

motion  of  a Mole,  as  not  to  be  poffibly  mif-  k 
taken  by  an  attentive  obferver.  The  child 
moves  when  the  woman  is  quite  flill,  its  > 
motions  are  alfo  not  confined  to  one  part,  but 
are  felt  fometimes  to  the  left,  fometimes  to  ' 
the  right,  without  the  woman  having  changed 
her  pofture  or  fituation.  This  never  happens 
in  a Mole,  which,  though  it  moves  from  one 
fide  to  another,  is  only  in  confequence  of  the  ; 
body  having  inclined  in  the  fame  diredtion ; i 

hence  | . 


j 
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hencrthe  uterus  by  its  weight  has  a degree  of 
motion,  not  being  ftridtly  confined  by  the  fur- 
rounding  parts  j but  this,  as  might  be  expell- 
ed, is  a fenfe  of  weight  rather  than  motion, 
and  if  the  patient  herfelf  has  any  experience  in 
child-bearing,  fhe  will  be  very  competent  to 
afeertain  the  difference. 

3dly.  The  enlargement  of  the  uterus  is  not 
fo  gradual,  nor  the  fymptoms  fo  regular  as 
from  pregnancy.  A Mole  not  being  fupplied 
with  blood- vefTels  and  nourifhment  from  the 
uterus,  does  not  receive  that  addition  to  its  bulk 
which  the  foetus  does  j hence  the  period  of 
time  during  which  thefe  fymptoms  has  been 
obferved  will  be  an  important  diftindlion,  for 
as  the  utems  may  be  diftended  to  a certain  de- 
gree without  any  material  detiiment,  inflan- 
ces  have  been  frequently  recorded  of  Moles 
having  continued  for  fome  yeg;rs  without  any 
increafe  or  alteration  of  lize,  and  been  ulti- 
mately expelled  without  danger*. 

4thly. 

* Ratum  eft  apud  pradicos,  molas  fi  fola:  fint,  fxpe  non 
folum  plurimls  menfibus,  fed  et  plurimis  annis  in  utcro 
bxrere.-— — Vide  Boneti  Sepulchretum. 
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4tlily«  "The  feel  of  the  abdomen  will 
another  method  of  dete6ting  the  difference  j 
the  uterus  is  more  folid,  compact,  and  unre* 
fifting  to  the  touch  when  there  is  a Mole  than 
in  the  cafe  of  a foetus ; for  as  a foetus  muft 
neceffarily  be  protefled  by  the  waters  in  which 
it  is  contained,  and  as  they  ate  more  in  pro- 
portion to  the  fize  of  the  child  when  young 
than  when  it  is  further  advanced*  ^confequent- 
ly  ithe  impreffion  muft  be  more  foft  and  elaftic 
than  in  the  former  inftance^ 

5thly.  With  regard  to  the  alteration  of  the 
Breads.  In  pregnancy,  thefe  begin  to  enlarge 
about  the  third  or  fourth  month,  and  con- 
tinue firm  and  full  till  the  period  of  delivery, 
when  a ftill. greater  diflenfion  takes  place;  and 
from  the  great  determination  of  blood  to  the 
part,  -milk  is  fecreted ; but  under  the  influence 
of  Moles,  though  at  firft  fome  flight  unea- 
finefs  and  fwelling  takes  place,  it  very  foon 
fubfides,  and  never  amounts  to  any  thing  con- 
liderable;  infomuch  that  many  authors  have 
even  ftated  it  as  a mark  of  diferimination,  and 

Vide  quoque  Hildani  Opera.  Geo.  Hamberges.  Difput. 
de  Mola  uteri.  Holler  in  Schol.  de  Morb.  intern,  Jofias 
Floriatus  Belnenfis  derp.  de  M'ola  matricis  Dionyf.  Font,  de 
Morbis  internis, 

aflerf 
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aflTert  that  there  is  no  milk,  and  that  the  ’breads 
are  not  afFedled  at  all  by  Moles. 

All  thefe  circum dances  therefore  being  con- 
sidered, we  ifhall  not  be  at  a lofs  to  determine' 
when  our  opinion  is  required,  whether  a wo- 
man is  big  in  confequence  of  having  a child, 
or  enlarged  from  fuch  other  fubftance  as  comes 
under  thg  denomination  of  Mole. 

The  effedl  of  this  difeafe  on  the  conftitution 
is  in  a great  meafure  regulated  by  the  fize. 
When  it  is  very  condderable,  the  diffendon  of 
the  uterus  neceffarily  deranges  the  general 
health,  and  the  event  terminates  fatally,  as 
from  its  fize  it  cannot  be  expelled.  This  was 
the  opinion  of  Hippocrates,  which  has  been 
confirmed  by  fubfequent  pradlitioners.’ 

However,  Moles  of  A^ery  confiderable  bulk 
have  been  fupported  for  Several  years.  ’ Bone- 
tus  in  his  valuable  work  called  Sepulchretum, 
iTientions  an  inflance  of  one  which  continued 
for  fifteen  years,  and  was  upwards  of  three 
feet  in  circumference.  Another  cafe  is  record- 
ed in  the  fame  author  'of  a perfon  who  had 
one  for  feventeen  years,  and  was  difcovered 
on  diffedlion.  In  this  inffance  the  Mole  was 
’ O the 
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' the  fize  of  two  fifts  clenched,  and  the  ute- 
rus  itfelf  was  become  thickened. 

With  regard  to  the  cure  of  thefe  compUipts, 
little  can  be  done  by  medicine  j the  obje6t  to 
be  accomplilhed  for  the  relief  pf  the  patient  is 
to  procure  an  evacuation  of  the  contents  of  the 
uterus,  and  here  artificial  affiftance  may  be  to 
a degree  ferviceable.  <. 

On  this  part  I mufi:  be  allowed  to  lay  fame 
ftrefs,  from  a firm  perfuafion  that  much  more 
may  be  done  than  is  generally  attempted. 

I do  not  hefitate  to  afiert,  that  fome  pradli- 
tioner5  are  not  fufficiently  accurate  in  their  in- 
veftigations  jnto  the  caufes  of  abdominal  fwell- 
ing,  which  proceeds  from  fuch  dififerent  and 
difiimilar  fources,  are  fo  various  with  regard 
to  the  organ  affeded,  fo  precarious  in  their 
event,  and  require  a treatment  fo  peculiar  and 
difiiind  in  one  cafe  froni  yvhat  it  does  in  ano* 
ther,  that  no  fatisfadory  plan  can  be  purfued, 
till  the  nature  and  fpecific  charader  of  the  dif- 
eafe  are  clearly  underftood.  To  enumerate 
every  individual  circumftance  giving  rife  to 
abdominal  fwelling,  would  not  only  be  <Ji- 
greifing  from  my  fubjed,  but  extend  the  pub- 
lication 
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llcation  far  beyond  the  moderate  limits  origi- 
nally alligned  to  it.  I fhall  therefore  only 
point  out  thofe  in  which  the  uterus  is  con- 
cerned, and  this  with  a view  of  illuftrating 
and  confirming  the  obfervation  made  above, 
that  more  might  be  done  than  is  generally  at’- 
tempted. 

The  uterus  becomes  enlarged  in  Confequence 
of  an  accumulation  of  blood  in  its  V'efTels, 
which  being  connedted  loofely  by  cellular 
membrane,  has  not  fufEcient  fupport  to  refill; 
diftenfion.  This  is  one  caufe,  and  has  been 
treated  of  at  fome  length  already. 

Again,  the  uterus  becomes  enlarged  from  a 
quantity  of  water  contained  in  it,  and  gradually 
receiving  addition  to  it;  this  generally  from 
hydatids  where  the  water  is  contained  in  cells 
like  a bunch  of  grapes,  or  fometimes  contained 
in  one  general  cyft.  Air  likewife  has  been 
fo  confined  as  to  enlarge  the  cavity  of  the 
uterus. 

In  an  infinite  variety  of  cafes,  coagula  of 
blood  have  been  retained,  and  acquired  firmnefs 
and  folidity,  and  this  when  pregnancy  or  la- 
bour have  not  contributed  to  their  formation. 

On,  A 
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A Polypus  alfo,  of  which  I ihall  prefently 
fpeak  more  at  large,  has  fo  occupied  and  dif- 
tended  the  uterus  and  abdomen,  as  to  give  ' 
the  appearance  of  a perfon  far  advanced  in 
pregnancy. 

I have  brought  thele  fad:s  forward  (which 
every  pradtitioner  knows  to  be  true)  in  order 
to  fhew  how  jnuch  depends  on  a proper  dif- 
crimination  of  the  caufe;  for  of  what  ufe 
would  it  be  to  adminifter  alteratives  or  mercu- 
rial preparations  when  the  enlargement  pro- 
ceeded from  Polypus,  or  even  from  Hydatids, 
or  fome  of  the  other  caufes  mentioned  above  ? 
The  principal  relief  mull  be  by  gradually  di- 
lating the  os  uteri  fo  as  to  afford  an  exit  to  the 
fubflances  contained.  When  water  merely  is 
contained,  this  will  prove  fometimes  a radical 
cure ; and  where  fubflances  not  fo  likely  to 
pafs,  conllitute  the  tumor,  it  is  evident  they 
cannot  be  removed  in  any  other  way. 

To  cure  a perfon  of  a mole,  therefore, 
whatever  may  be  the  particular  nature  of  the 
, thing  itfelf,  this  will  be  one  objedl  in  view 
to  favor  the  dilatation  of  the  mouth  of  the 
womb  i and,  . ' 

. . adly. 
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idly.  Another  objcd  will  be  to  Increafe 
that  difpofition  in  the  uterus,  whereby  it  is 
rendered  capable  of  difencumbring  itfelf  of 
thofe  impediments. 

The  firft  of  thefe  points  can  be  beft  accom- 
pliflied  by  the  judicious  introdudion  of  the 
finger.  All  inftruments  are  undoubtedly  im- 
proper*.— They  are,  in  the  Jir/l  place,  more 
formidable  to  the  patient. 

adly.  We  cannot  afcertain  with  fo  much 
exaditude  the  force  we  make  ufe  of,  on  which 
the  fuccefs  o-f  our  efforts  materially  depend ; 
and, 

ddly.  We  (hall  be  much  more  liable  to 
bring  on  inflammation  by  the  ufe  of  thefe 
hard  bodies. 

* Various  contrivances  have  been  recommended  and  de- 
lineated by  preceding  writers,  which  rather  ftievv  the  un- 
couth and  bold  practice,  than  the  judgment  of  our  anceftors. 
The  Gryphon’s  Talon  was  a name  given  to  a three-pronged 
inftrument  contrived  by  Avicenna  for  this  purpofe ; others 
have  ufed  forcipes  of  different  ftruflure,  but  which  are  now 
juflly  laid  afide,  as  well  as  that  inftrument  by  which  their 
operations  were  then  facilitated,  the  Speculum  Matricis,  of 
vvhich  a reprefentation  is  given  in  Ambrofe  Parey’s  works, 
though  this  might  on  foine  particular  occafions  be  dcfueable. 
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With  regard  to  the  manual  managemenf,r 
great  care  muft  be  taken  not  to  make  greater 
exertion  < han  can  be  conveniently  borne^  which 
will  be  very  different',  according  as  the  os 
uteri  is  more  or  lefs  thickened  or  dife^fed;  and 
pofTibly  it  will  only  be  after  feveral  efforts 
that  we  fhall  be  able  fo  far  to  dilate  the  mouth 
of  the  womb  as  to  admit  the  finger. 

,The  fecond  general  indication,  that  of  in- 
creafing  the  expulfive  efforts  of  the  uterus ,■ 
will  be  effedted  by  fridlions  on  the  abdomen 
repeated  two  or  three  times  a day  with  fome 
emollient  liniment.  The  precife  form  of  which 
is  not  of  fuch  particular  moment  as  the  fridtion 
made  ufe  of. 

The  ufe  of  injedlions  thrown  into  the  cavity 
of  the  uterus  itfelf,  fuch  as  the  following  ; 

R Infus,  Semen  Lirii.  ^v\j. 

Mel  Rofar,  fj. 

Acid  Vitriol,  diledl.  g,.  xx. 

M.  f.  t. 

This,  or  detergent  injedlions  of  a fimilar 
nature  fhould  be  thrown  up  with  a proper 
fyringe  in  order  to  ftimulate  the  fides  of  the 
uterus,  which  is  effeQed  not  by  any  peculiar 

property 
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property  in  the  injection,  but  merely  by  its 
mechanical  action  on  the  infide  of  the  uterus ; 
by  this  means  we  fliall  fucceed  in  accomplifh- 
ing  the  removal  of  thofe  fubftances,  which, 
though  inclofed  in  its  cavity,  do  not  adhere 
to  its  hdes ; but  when  this  even  is  the  cafe, 
though  the  fame  treatment  will  not  anfv/er 
every  requilite  purpofe,  it  will  be  beneficial 
quoad  hoc. 

It  will  encourage  the  protrufion  of  it,  which 
vve  may  afterw^ards  be  able  to  complete  by  the 
application  of  ligature. 

This  leads  us  naturally  to  the  confideration 
of  that  complaint  called  Polypus  Uteri. 

$ 

Of  a Polypus  Uteri. 

The  term  Polypus,  though  it  is  not  exadly 
applicable  to  the  difeafe  I am  about  to  defcribe, 
on  account  of  its  refemblance  to  the  animal 
fo  called,  yet  having  by  general  confent  been 
admitted,  we  are  authorized  to  continue  it : by 
this  is  underftood  a fiefoy  JubJiance  attached  to  a 
fart  fo  ’which  it  does  not  naturally  belong ^ and 

deriving 


deriving  from  thence  its  nourijhment  and  increaje^ 
by  continuation  of  veffels.  It  is  found  occafion- 
ally  in  different  cavities  of  the  body,  as  the 
heart,  the  nofe,  the  bladder,  &c.  but  more 
frequently  the  uterus  and  vagina  than  in  any 
' other  htuation  ; and  here  it  is  produced,  no 
doubt,  more  frequently  than  has  been  difcover- 
ed,  from  its  having  been  generally  miftaken  or 
defcribed  as  a Mole,  the  impropriety  of  which 
term  in  the  prefent  inflance  has  been  produc- 
tive of  much  negative  evil. 

Whoever  will  take  the  pains  of  perufing  the 
writings  of  the  ancients  (and  they  are  in  many 
inftances  the  mod;  valuable  reppfitories  of  me- 
dical fadls)  will  find  the  truth  of  this  obferva-^ 
tion  fufficiently  confirmed. 

Let  us  then  enquire  into  the  caufe  of  this 
complaint.  It  is  exceedingly  difficult  to  de- 
termine what  conftitutions  are  the  mod:  liable 
to  thefe  occurrences,  and  it  is  even  probable 
that  no  general  predifpofition  of  the  habit  can 
be  adigned  as  a reafon. 

The  caufe  therefore  mud  be  fearched  for  in 
feme  peculiar  organic  adedtion,  or  fome  local 
injury  received  by  the  part  from  which  it  takes 
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itJ  rife ; for*  this  opinion  there  are  fufficlent 
grounds  of  probability,  as  I fliall  prefently  en- 
deavour to  prove.' 

The  idea  moft  generally  entertained  how- 
ever is,  that  it  is  owing  to  a vifcidity  of  the 
fluids,  in  confequence' of  which  the? circula- 
tion was  retarded,  and  the  conftituent  par- 
ticles of  blood  were  hereby  colled:ed  into  a de- 
gree of  compadtnefs  and  folidity,  which  being 
once  begun,  received  a daily  increafe’  from  the 
additional  particles  applied  to  it.  ' 

This  fuppofition  was  firfl;<  flatted  by,  De 
Goetz,  and  has-been  maintained  byfucceed- 
ing  writers. 

• De  Goetz  has  endeavoured  i to  fupport  his 
theory  by  maintaining  that  the  mofl>  impor- 
tant principle  of  which  the  blood  was  com- 
pofed  were  the  gelatinous  particles,  that  thefe 
were  the  fource  of  nourifliment  and  growth, 
and  that  an  abundance  of  thefe,  by  overflrain- 
ing  the  flender  tunics  of  the  vafcular  lyflem, 
weakened  their  contradlile  power,  and  occafi- 
oned  the  accumulation  mentioned  Now 

the 

* This  is  not  the  opinion  of  De  Goetz  merely;  as  may 
be  feen  by  the  following  quotation.  ““Dichitr  aateni 

P Polypus, 
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the  very  foundation  on  which  this  reafoning 
is  ere6ted  proves  its  imbecility,  for  if  this  idea 
was  corredf,  it  fhould  follow  that  thefe  com- 
plaints have  moft  frequently  originated  where 
the  fituation  was  moft  favorable  for  fuch  de- 
pofition.  We  ftiould  find  it  far  more  com- 
monly in  the  liver  or  the  fpleen,  than  the 
heart  or  uterus ; for  in  the  two  former,  thefe 
caiifes  furely  are  more  powerful* 

Indeed  one  can  fcarcely  conceive  how  it  can 
be  produced  in  the  heart,  which  is  in  con- 
tinual acftion,  and  where  the  depofitionof  par- 
ticles could  fcarcely  be  permitted  to  take  place  ; 
befides  there  is  another  objedtion  to  the  doc- 
trine, for  Nature  has  been  fo  provident  as  to 
guard  againft  thefe  contingencies  by  means  of 

Polypus,  concremenlum  aliquod  fibrofo-membranaceum, 
quod  a parte  fdngiiinh  gejatinefa,  et  terrcfiri  produdlum,  va- 
forutn  cavis  inh^ret. 

Adolph.  Rohmer,  de  Poiypos.  generate 

Whoever  withes  to  purfue  the  fubje£l  more  minutely, 
may  confult  the  following  authors. 

Albinus.in  diflert.  de  Polypis,  Snell.  dilTcrt.  de  Cordis, 
Polypo.  Tulp.  lib.  I . Obferv.  Med.  J.  N.  Pechlinus,  lib.  2. 
Malpighius  dilTertat.  de  Polypo  Cord.  Bergenus  de  Polypo. 
Schulzin.  de  pnecavendis  Polyporis  Concretionibus, 

the 
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the  abforbing  fyftem,  which  would  foon  re- 
move a fuperfluity  of  this  kiiid  whenever  it 
occurred.  Sometimes  indeed  in  glandular  parts 
congeflion  takes  place  which  may  feem  as  an 
objedtion  to  this  propofition,  but  there  is  then 
an  evident  debility  in  the  abforbentSj  they  are 
themfelves  the  part  affedted,  which  has  not  and 
cannot  be  proved  to,  be  the  cafe  in  Polypus, 
For  thefe  and  feveral  other  reafons  which 
might  be  introduced,  I think  it  is  obvious  the 
fuppofition  of  a depofition  of  particles  is  very 
unlikely  and  untenable,  nor  fhould  1 have 
dwelt  fo  much  on  its  improbability,  but  that 
it  is  the  fundamental  eftablilhment  of  the  au- 
thor’s conclufion. 

Polypus  I conceive  to  be  occafioned  by  a 
difplacement  of  mufcular  fibres  t from  their  con- 
nedlion  with  adjoining  parts. 

In  fupport  of  this  idea  we  have  only  to  con-? 
flder  the  texture  and  compofition  of  parts 
wherein  it  is  found. 

The  heart,  for  inflance,  is  a mufcular  fub- 
ftance  of  a loofe  fpungy  texture,  its  fibres  not 
being  fo  united  by  cellular  membrane,  as  the 
mufcles  in  any  other  part  of  the  body. 

V2, 
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It  may  be  confidered  even  as  a mufcle  fui 
generis,  from  the  ‘peculiarity  of  arrangement 
difcernible  in  its  ftrudture,  th^  ceconomy  which 
k poffeffes,  the  very  fundtidn  it  has  to  per- 
form, renders  this  necelTary,  as  it  varies  con- 
fiderably  in  the  different  ftates  of  contraction 
and  dilatation. 

Now  as  every  portion  of  mufcular  fibre 
fhoiild  in  its  aClion  be  fynchronous  with  each 
other ; if  one  part  is  weaker  than  the  reft,  it 
muft  be  aCted  upon  by  the  furrounding  ones, 
by  this  means  it  is  in  fome  degree  difplaced, 
and  as  it  is  weakened  by  the  compreflion, 
there  is  lefs  chance  and  lefs  power  for  it  to  re- 
gain its  fituation. 

Hpre  then  is  laid  the  foundation  for  the  dif- 
cafe,  the  polfibility  of  which  is  very  plain, 
for  do  we  not  find  in  many  inftances  that  one 
part  aCls  more  powerfully  than  another  ? Does 
not  the  irregular  aCtion  of  the  uterus,  the 
hour-glafs  contraction,  as  it  is  called,  bear 
teftimony  to  this,  and  therefore  is  it  not  likely 
to  occur  in  other  cafes  ? 

Admitting  it  therefore  to  be  fo  far  correCt, 
the  further  progrefs  of  the  difeaf?  can  eafily  be 

accountecj 
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accounted  for,  one  portion  being  difplaced,  the 
prdTure  produced  by  the  adjoining  fibres*  by 
the  vis  tonica  inherent  in  a mufclc,  muft  a<fl 
as  a ftridture  on  the  part : thus  the  circulation 
through  it  becomes  impeded,  and  as  we  know 
that  veflels  will  enlarge  their  capacities  to  a 
confiderable  degree,  hence  its  growth  and  in- 
creafe  of  bulk  necefl'arily  foUows^j  .befides, 
where  is  polypus  found?  In  the  cavitiesKof 
mufcular  parts,  where  one  miglit,  a priori ^ 
expedt  it  to  be  formed.  ■»  ' l j 

And  with  regard  to  polypus  of  the  literas 
in  particular,  tire  violence  and  diftenfion  which 
the  part  undergoes  from  pregnancy  and  labor, 
prevent  our  being  furprifed  at  finding  fuch  oc“» 
cafional  difplacement.  ’ 

Whether  this  fuppofition  be  erroneous  or 
corredt  is  however  not  of  the  highefi;  import-* 
ance,  as  it  does  not  appear  from  any  invef. 
ligation  of  the  caufc  that  we  arc  enabled  to 
prevent  or  anticipate  the  mifehief. 

I have  aflerted  that  Polypus  is  found  ih  dif- 
ferent cavities  of  the  body,  its  prefence  in  the 
uterus  and  vagina  is  the  prefent  fubjedt  of  in** 
quiry,  and  to  thefe  it  is  differently  attached, 

beirg 
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being  fometimes  to  the  fundus,  the  fides,  ox, 
the  mouth  of  the  womb ; fometimes  to  the 
upper,  and  at  other  times  to  the  lower  portion 
of  the  vagina,  and , therefore  in  giving  our 
opinion  in  thefe  cafes  with  regard  to  the  chance 
or  facility  to  the  'cure,  there  are  feveral  cir- 
cumftances  to  be  confidered. 

ift.  The  part  to  which  it  is  attached, 
adly.  The  fhape  of  the  tumor,  as  whether 
it  is  a fmall  or  large  pedicle,  whether  it  is  of 
a moderate  or  immenfe  fize, 

3dly.  The  nature  of  the  tumor,  as  whether 
it  has  an  apparent  tendency  to  cancer  or  not. 

We  fliall  confider  each  of  thefe  circumftan-* 
ces.  When  a Polypus  adheres  to  the  fundus 
of  the  womb,  it  is  generally  fome what  advan- 
ced before  it  is  difeovered,  and  the  event  of 
the  cafe  depends  entirely  on  the  dilpolition  of 
the  mouth  of  the  womb  to  dilate. 

It  is  very  obvious  that  there  is  great  diffe- 
rence in  this  refped  in  women,  as  every  indi- 
vidual but  flightly  acquainted  with  midwifery 
muft  admit  j for  even  at  the  times  when  nature 
intended  it  fhould  open,  fometimes  we  find  it 
very  rigid  and  relu(^ant  to  obey  the  impulfe, 

whim 
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\vhilft  with  others  it  is  much  more  pliable.  If 
there  is  this  difference  under  fuch  circumftan- 
ces,  much  more  fhould  we  cxpedt  it  to  occur 
when  the  above  caufe  docs  not  exiftj  hence 
therefore,  as  the  os  uteri  does  not  begin  to  di- 
late, while  at  the  fame  time  the  Polypus  con- 
tinues to  enlarge,  the  bulk  of  the  uterus  mufl 
increafe  likewife,  and  having  acquired  certain 
dimenfions,  the  probability  of  its  expulfion  be- 
comes daily  more  improbable  and  impradtica- 
ble  j for  having  acquired  a confiderable  bulk, 
it  is  not  fo  well  adapted  to  the  purpofc  of 
wedging  in  (if  I may  be  permitted  to  ufe  fo 
coarfe  an  expreflion)  to  the  neck  of  the  womb, 
and  as  it  becomes  diftended  it  lays  the  founda- 
tion of  other  difeafes,  occafioning  dropfy  of 
the  uterus,  &c.  “ 

; . The  following  cafe  will  ferve  as  an  inftance : 

, C A S E.* 

A young  woman  after  having  been  delivered 
of  a healthy  living  child,  ftill  fufpedted  from 

. * Vide  Boneti.  Sepulchretum.  lib.  3.  fc£t.  xxxi. 

The  author  adds,  the  uterus  was  fo  didended  that  it  was 

fuppofed  a boy  of  ten  years  of  age  might  be  eafily  concealed 
>11  its  carity. 

the 
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tile  enlargement  of  the  abdomen  that  anothef 
remained  ; her  fize  however  did  not  diminifli, 
and  file  tontinued  for  a year  or  two  tolerably 
free  from  pairt^  when^fhe  again  became  preg- 
nant, and'  was  again  fafely  delivered  5 how- 
ever after  th-is:  fhe  daily  eiicreafed  in  fize.  to 
fuch  an , enormous  bulk,  that  for  two>  years 
previous  to/ her  death  fhe  was  above  three 
yards  in  circumference*. 

Various  conjectures  were  entertained,  on  the 
fubjeCt,  and  after  her  death'  fhe*  was  opened^ 
As  foon  as  the  abdominal  mufclesi  were  divi* 
ded,  the  uterus; appeared  to  view;  fo-  wonder* 
fully  enlarged  as  to  fill  the  whole  abdominal 
cavity,  prefling  forcibly:/on>  every,  other  vifeus 
therein  contained,  rendering  them  much  fmaller 
than  natural.  • . 

On  cutting,  into  the  fubflance  of  fhe  womb, 
which  was  apparently  healthy,  but  fomewhat 
thickened,  a large  quantity  of  water  was  thrown 
out  that  had  been  confined  by  a tumor  attach- 
ed to  the  inner  part  of  the  neck  of  the  womb, 
fomewhat  refembling.  the  fliape  of  an  apple, 
and  fo  completely  occupying  the  neck  of  fhe 

* Tres  Ulnas  Bavaricas  in  ambitu. 

womb, 
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■womb,  as  effedually  to  prevent  the  egrefs  of 
the  fluid. 

Here  then  is  a.  clear  illuftration  of  what  I 
advanced,  that  the  retenfion  of  a Polypus  was 
owing  to  the  contra(5ted  ftate  of  the  os  uteri. 
There  feems  to  have  been  no  other  interrup- 
tion to  the  exit  of  the  tumor. 

I 

It  will  not  be  ftridUy  in  place,  perhaps,  to 
confider  what  ought  to  have  been  done  here, 
and  whether  the  practitioner  who  attended  in 
the  fecond  labor,  ought  or  ought  not  to  have 
taken  that  opportunity  of  examining  what  w’as 
the  occafion  of  her  previous  fymptoms;  but 
we  cannot  help  fuppofing,  that  fuch  an  occa- 
fion was  very  favorable ; and  that  a ligature 
might  have  been  fuccefsfully  applied  to  the 
bafis  of  the  tumor. 

This  cafe,  however,  will  fumifli  fome  other 
{reflections.  It  fhews  to  what  extent  the  ute- 
rus may  fometimes  be  enlarged,  when  that 
enlargement  is  gradually  produced,  and  more 
efpedaily  when  by  means  of  a fluid.  It  is 
probable  I think  from  many  faCts  which  have 
i been  tranfmitted  to  us  likewife,  that  the  fluid 
I gives  to  the  uterus  a difpofition  to  dilate,  by 
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relaxing  its  fibres,  as  accumulations  ,of  this 
kind  have  been  greater  than  any  thing  elfe ; 
hence  Dropfy  connected  with  Polypus  is  a 
more  dangerous  evept,  efpecially  when  it  is 
fituated  at  the  mouth  pf  the  womb. 

Another  circumftance  w^ich  it  would  be 
wrong  to  overlook,  is  the  freedom  from 
pain  during  her  illnefs ; a moft  important 
fadt  this  in  governing  our  progiipftic.  We 
fee  here  a woman,  who  from  having  been 
with  child  had  a uterus  much  more  difpofed 
to  dilate  than  would  have  been  the  cafe  had 
fhe  never  been  impregnated.  Nature  may  be 
faid  to  have  been  deceived,  till  the  difcovery 
of  her  error  was  beyond  her  pow^r  of  recovery ; 
had  there  not  been  this  tacit  fubmifiion  in  the 
uterus,  had  it  contraded  on  its  contents,  the 
expulfion  of  this  foreign  body  might  have 
been  effeded,  and  thus  we  find  the  want  of 
pain  was  a difafier,  and  her  prefent  eafe  pro- 
ved her  future  deftrudion. 

But  to  continue  the  fubjcd  of  Polypus,  ari- 
fing  from  the  fundus  of  the  uterus. 

This,  though  it  may  at  firfi;  fight  fecm  the 
mofi:  difad vantageous  pofition,  on  account  of 

the 
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the  diffiulty  of  adminiftering  inftmmcntal  af- 
fiflance,  is  not  in  reality  fo  dangerous  ; for  in 
the  firfl  place  as  it  increafes,  its  weight  bears 
down  towards  the  os  tincae  j by  this  means  it 
gives  to  that  part  an  inclination  to  dilate,  whilft 
it  draws  down  the  fundus  encouraging  its  con- 
tradlile  and  expiilfive  efforts.  This  is  very 
different  from  the  effedt  of  a fluid,  as  in  the 
above  inftance  j for  as  that  increafed,  it  pref- 
fed  againft  the  lides  of  the. uterus,  forcing  it 
upwards,  but  in  this  cafe  the  uterus  is  in  fome 
meafure  prevented  enlarging. 

Likewife  as  the  tumor  protrudes,  it  is  more 
likely  to  become  fmaller  at  its  pedicle,  and 
then  when  once  it  has  paffed  the  os  uteri,  the 
contradlion  of  that  part  proves  a natural  liga- 
ture, and  often  produces  a fpontaneous  cure. 

This  effedl  has  very  often  in  this  manner 
been  accomplifhed,  and  even  when  the  pro- 
cefs  has  not  been  compleatedj  it  has  fo  far  fuc- 
ceeded  as  to  render  artificial  help  much  more 
pradlicable. 

As  foon  as  the  diforder  has  acquired  this 
flate,  that  is  to  fay,  as  foon  as  the  Polypus  is 
protruded  through  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  it 

0^2;  becomes 


becomes  a much  more  manageable  cafe it  is 
even  defireable,  inafmuch  as  it  enables  us  to 
underftand  by  examination,  what  is  the  caufe 
of  the  patient’s  grievances,  as  well  as  allows  of 
a remedy  almoft  certainly  efficacious. 

It  now  is  frequently  attended  with  irregular 
difcharges  of  blood,  for  as  the  mouth  of  the 
Womb  interrupts  the  circulation,  it  renders  the 
veins  varicous  below,  and  from  time  to  time 
the  veffels,  unequal  to  the  diftenlion,  burft  and 
pour  out  a fluid  j as  this  is  not  of  courfe  gover- 
ned by  any  particular  change  of'conftitution  fo 
as  to  regulate  its  return,  it  ffiews  how  atten- 
tive we  ought  to  be  to  every  irregular  dif- 
charge,  and  how  advifeable  an  examination 
per  tadum  mufl;  be,  where  this  and  other  phse- 
nomena  indicate  danger;  for  when  a com- 
plaint of  this  kind  occurs,  very  little  can  be  ac- 
compliflied  by  medicines.  They  may  even  do 
harm  by  determining  a larger  portion  of  blood 
to  the  parts,  and  occafloning  an  inflammatory 
difpofition. 

The  cure  mufl  be  effeded  either  by  the  na- 
tural expulfive  efforts,  or  by  ligature,  or  inci- 
fion;  it  cannot  be  doubted,  therefore,  that 
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a great  deal  will  depend  on  early  examination. 
How  this  Ihould  be  done  it  is  not  here  in  place 
to  mention,  as  every  one  who  undertakes  it  is 
, fuppofed  familiar  with  the  operation,  only  it 
is  to  be  obferved  that  in  doing  this  we  are  not 
fearching  for  fomething  extra-uterum,  we 
fliould  therefore  by  gentle,  yet  moderate  efforts 
gradually  in/inuate  the  finger  into  the  os  uteri > 
which  often  betrays  a tendency  to  open  that 
may  eafily  be  improved,  and  hereby  difcover 
whether  there  is  any  thing  which  may  be  thus 
removed.’  This  ^examination  is  neceffary  for 
another  reafon,  the  uterus  itfelf  is  very  liable 
to  induration,  and  gives  to  the  feelings  of  the 
patient  the  fame  fenfe  of  weight  and  unea- 
linefs,  and  therefore  to  determine,  with  any  de- 
gree of  confidence  the  patient’s  fituation,  it  is 
^ requifite  to  call  in  the  aid  of  a(5tual  examina- 
tion. " 

\ * j . 

Some  will  poffibly  objedt  to  this  praflice 
from  an  idea  that  it  is  likely  to  injure  the 
mouth  of  the  womb,  but. the  objedl  is  impor- 
tant, for  if  the  cafe  fhould  prove  to  be  poly- 
pus, the  dilatation  of  this  part  becomes  abfo- 
lutely  neceffary  for  its  extraction.  Another 

remark 
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refnark  here  prefents  itfelf,  it  may  and  doei 
happen  that  at  the  fame  time  there  is  a fchir- 
roiis  induration  of  the  mouth  of  the  womb, 
there  is  a polypous  excrefcence  within  > a fu- 
perfieial  examiner  might  therefore  decide  too 
haftily  on  the  nature  of  his  patient’s  htua- 
tion,  if  on  his  feeling  the  os  tincae  fomewhat 
thickened,  he  fhould  pronounce  it  the  foie 
caufe  ofher  fuffering,  though  it  may  juftly  be  , 
admitted  as  adding  to  the  danger  of  her  fitua- 
tion. 

When  have  afcertained  in  this  manner 
that  there  is  forrie  fubftance  pretematurally 
contained  in  the" uterus-,  the  next  objedt  is  to 
attempt  its  removal,  which  is  either  to' be  done 
by  ligature  or  incilionj  the  former  method  is 
more  fafe,  eafy,  and  pradicable,  and  is  there- 
fore univerfally  preferred.  The  facility  and 
fuccefs  of  this  pradice,  as  already  dated,  de- 
pend materially  on- the  pedicle  by  which  it  is 
fupported.  Two  elTential-  points  are  to  be 
confidered,  the  one  is  not  to  miftake  polypus 
for  any  other  complaint ; fecondly,  not  to 
include  a portion  of  the  uterus  together  with 

it.  R 
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Polypus  may  pofTibly  be  miftaken  for  4 
prolapfus  i^teri,  as  this  very  frequently  takes 
place;  and  when 'treating  on  prolapfus  uteri 
I endeavoured  to  fhew  in  what  refpecfls  this 
was  different  from  Polypus,  and  by  referring 
to  that  defeription,  the  reader  will  be  enabled 
to  difeover  the  points  of  diferimination. 

In  addition  to  thefe  remarks  it  will  be  right 
to  add,  on  the  authority  of  Monf.  Levret  who 
has  written  fo  happily  on  thefubjedl,  that  the 
application  of  a pelTary  will  be  likewife  a me- 
thod of  difeovering  the  difference,  for  as  pro- 
lapfus is  a difplacement  of  parts  from  their 
natural  pofition,  the  ufe  of  this  inftrument 
W’hen  firft  introduced  gives  a very  comfortable 
feel,  and  affords  at  leaft  temporary  relief;  but 
when  Polypus  is  the  part  thqs  endeavoured  to 
be  fupported,  the  patient’s  fufferings  are  aug- 
mented, the  preffure  of  the  ipftrument  on  the 
tumor  itfelf  gives  great  uneafinefs,  and  by 
forcing  upwards  the  parts  above,  the  inconve- 
nience is  ftill  greater,  and  the  wearing  of  it 
painful ; we  fhall  hereby  be  prevented,  then, 
from  that  fatal  error  of  including  the  uterus  in 
a ligature,  inflead  of  the  excrefcence  we  ex- 
pected. 
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pedled.  When  we  are  operating  on  a Poly- 
pus proceeding  from  the  fundus,  we  are  ftiU 
more  regulated  in  our  condudt,  for  we  rauft 
firft  of  all  examine  with  a finger  or  probe,  pafs- 
ing  it  round  the  bafe  of  the  tumor,  as  high  up 
as  we  can  reach,  and  fearch  for  the  os  uteri, 
furrounding  the  neck,  obferving  at  the  fame 
time  whether  it  at  all  adheres,  and  if  the  finger 
can  be  inferted  bkween  the  one  and  the  other. 
This  is  a very  effential  enquiry,  as  the  ligature 
ought  never  to  be  applied,  unlefs  we  can  be 
certified  of  the  uterus  being  diftind. 

' That  moil  celebrated  accoucheur  (Dr.  Hun- 
ter) at  one  time  made  a miftake  of  this  kind, 
which  for  the  benefit  of  pofterity  he  was  can^ 
did  enough  to  acknowledge,  and  therefore  it 
teaches  us  that  we  cannot  be  too  circumfped 
when  placed  in  a fimilar  predicament. 

- It  is  even  better  to  include  only  a part  of  the 
tumor,  when  we  cannot  mark  tfie  diftindioii 
between  the  one  and  the  other,  as  is  very  dif- 
ficult fometimes  where  the  tumor  arifes  from 
the  os  uteri,  by  elongating  which,  the  tuber- 
cular and  natural  feel  of  the  part  is  loft  and 

feems  blended  with  the  tumor,  fo  that  it  is 

almoft 
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Rltnoft  impoffible  to  fay  precifely  where  the 
one  terminates,  and  the  other  begins. 

Under  this  ftate  of  parts,  we  muft  be  go-* 
vemed  by  the  diftance  from  the  attachment  of 
the  fuperior  part  of  the  vagina,  as  well  as  the 
gradual  diminution  of  the  hze  of  the  Polypus ; 
for  inftance,  the  os  uteri  we  know  projedts  a 
little  way,  about  half , an  inch  into  the  vaginji 
naturally,  if  therefore  the  ligature  is  applied 
half  an  inch  lower  than  this,  the  uterus  will 
be  tolerably  fecure. 

I purpofely  omit  defcribing  the  iriftrument 
neceffary  for  the  performance  of  this  operationj 
conceiving  it  infufficient  to  inftrudl  the  reader 
without  he  has  been  able  to  fee  them,  and  the 
manner  of  their  applicationj  as  taught  in  the 
fchools  of  anatomy. 

When  the  Polypus  arifes  from  the  vagina^ 
the  treatment  for  the  moft  part  is  more  eafy, 
and  will  admit  even  fometimes  of  incifion ; or 
if  it  is  even  of  a folid  bafe,  it  will  be  much 
more  eafy  to  include  it  in  a ligature  by  palling 
a needle  through  its  centre,  and  thus  fecuring 
the  compreflion  without  danger  of  its  flip- 
ping. 
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Under  every  operation  of  this  kind,  the 
principle  being  to  obftru£t  the  circulation  and 
produce  a mortification  of  the  parts  below,  it 
will  be  neceflary  to  twift  the  wire  a little 
tighter  every  day,  proportionably  to  the  ulce- 
ration which  has  taken  place. 

From  what  has  been  faid  then  it  appears,, 
that  the  Polypus  in  the  uterus  is  the  mofl 
‘ dangerous  occurrence,  as  it  is  uncertain  whe- 
ther it  will  protrude  through  the  mouth  of  the 
womb  or  not ; that  its  adhefion  to  the  fundus 
is  better  than  to  the  lides  or  upper  part  of  the 
cervix,  becaufe  it  will  have  a great  tendency 
in  this  fituation  to  limit  the  expan fion,  and 
favor  the  opening  of  its  mouth  j;  that  though 
Polypus  in  the  cavity  of  the  uterus  frequently 
lays  the  foundation  of  dropfy,  and  thus  ren-^ 
ders  the  complaint  more  complicated,  yet  that 
when  the  Polypus  has  pafled  the  neck  of  the 
womb,  the  chances  of  fuccefs  are  reverfed, 
nature  being  of  herfelf  in  many  inftances  com- 
petent to  the  cure,  and  mechanical  affiflance 
being  more  applicable  and  certain. 

As  to  the  fecond  propofition,  a great  deal 
unqueftionably  depends  on  the  fize  of  the 

fwelling, 
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Avelllng,  for  independent  of  the  greater  diffi- 
culty of  fixing  a ligature,  the  time  required  for 
it  to  produce  its  effects  on  a large  fubftance, 
which  is  to  be  deftroyed  by  ulceration,  is  fuch 
that  the  patient  finks  under  the  procefs  (how- 
ever fair  its  progrefs)  before  it  is  complete. 

3dly»  The  nature  of  thefe  tuniors  are  of  dif- 
ferent tendency,  and  are  not  unfrequently 
cancerous.  This  may  be  fufpedted  to  be  the 
cafe,  when  at  the  fame  time  the  os  uteri  feels 
thickened  and  enlarged,  more  efpecially  if  the 
Polypus  is  of  an  irregular  furface  like  a wart. 

Likewife  frequent  haemorrhages  from  it  with 
fcetor,  fhew  its  texture  is  broken  down  by 
fome  morbific  fluid.  • ' , . m i 

As  we  jcannot  exped:  to  eradicate  this  dif- 
eafe  by  extirpating  the  tumor,  we  can  indulge 
little  hope  of  a perfed  recovery. 
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Dropsy  Uterus.  ' 

■ It  is  very  remarkable  that  a difeafe  which  is 
•not  very  uncommon,  fhould  have  been  fo 
much  negledted  by  modern  writers.  Dr.  Den- 
man, whole  talent  for  defcription  no  one  can 
deny,  has  faid  very  little  on  this  complaint, 
and  others  have  been  entirely  filent,  as  if  it 
were  not  an  accident  liable  to  happen ; from 
this  circumftance  perhaps  it  may  require  more 
particular  cbnlideration,  as  well  as  from  the 
great  importance  there  is  in  accurately  diftin- 
guifhing  each  particular  fpecies  of  abdominal 
dillenlion,  and  the  ferious  confequences  which 
-may  and  have  enfued  from  want  of  clear  con- 
/ceptipn.and  xzorred:  evidence  on  this  fubjedl. 
It  will  be  right,  in  the  firft  place,  to  confider 
' the  nature  and  caufe  of  this  difeafe,  and  after- 
wards to  mention  thofe  to  which  it  bears  the 
clofeft  refemblance,  pointing  out  at  the  fame 
time  the  diagnoftic  fymptpms,  as  far  as  I am 
able,  peculiar  to  each. 

It  lias  been  fuppofed  )by  fome  practitioners 
that  dropfy  feldom  took  place  in  this  organ 
, but 
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but  from  an  accumulation  of  Hydatids,  as  the 
ready  outlet  to  the  fluid  from  the  mouth  of  the 
womb,  would  effedlually  pievent  the  increafc 
of  the  diforder ; however  plaufible  and  even 
juft  this  opinion  may  appear,  circumftances 
do  occafionally  concur  to  produce  it. 

The  mouth  of  the  womb  is  fometimes  do- 
fed  by  tumors  in  its  cervix,  or  above  it,  by  a 
thickening  and  fometimes  by  an  adhefion  of 
its  fides,  and  when  an  efflifion  in  its  cavity  is 
produced,  the  difeafe  here  treated  of  muft  be 
the  confequence. 

So  far  then  it  is  a very  poflible  occurrence, 
inafmuch  as  the  caufes  above  alligned  are  fuch 

O 

as  are  known  to  be  not  unfrequent. 

It  is  highly  probable  there  often  exifts  a ten- 
dency to  the  complaint,  and  that  it  would  be 
. by  far  more  common  were  it  not  for  the  na- 
tural outlet  of  the  os  uteri. 

Femdius  knew  a woman,  who  for  fome 
time  during  every  period  of  menftruation  dif- 
charged  fix  or  eight  bafons  of  water ; at  laft, 
by  the  ufe  of  medicines,  this  was  correded. 
She  became  impregnated,  and  the  child  was 

very 
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very  healthy,  and  flte  Ukewife  continued  free 
from  relapfe*.. 

The  caufe  of  thi?  £»mplaint  is  fometimes 
fuch  as  produces  drppfy  in  other  parts  of  the 
body,  as  di(eafes  of  the  Jiyer,  fpleen,  ftomach, 
j&c.  but  in  by  far  the  greater  number  of  cafes 
js  folely  to  be  aferibed  to  a morbid  affedion  of 
the -uterus  itfelf,  or  at  lead  is  frequently  with- 
out yifceral  derangement. 

Mifearriages,  as  being  attended  with  a 
greater  haemorrhage  in  general  than  natural  la- 
bour, is  one  caufe  that  gives  rife  to  it.  A 
long  obftrudion  arid  interruption  to  the  men- 
ftrual  evacuation,  is  followed  by  this  eflfed, 
which  may  very  eafily  be  conceived  ; for  as 
there  may  hereby  be  occafioned  a fulnefs  of 
the  uterine  veflels,  the  more  fluid  parts  will 
be  determined  in  greater  quantity  to  the  exha- 
lants.  This  is  alfo  the  more  likely,  as  the 
freedom  with  Avhich  the  menfes  flow  is  very 
.different  in  different  conflitutions.  The  rigi- 

* Vefallus  has  recorded  the  cafe  of  a perfon  he  examined, 
jlrom  whofe  uterus  he  removed  fixty  meafures  of  water,  the 
os  uteri  being  completely  obliterated  by  a tumor. 

Fic/e  Verac  dt  Corp.  Human  Fabr.  lib.  v.  g.  p.  627. 
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gidity  in  the  vefTels  is  fometimes  fuch  as  ter 
prove  very  obftinate  and  unmanageable,  giving 
rife  to  a train  of  lymptoms,  and  bidding  defi- 
ance for  fome  time  to  the  beft  regulated  and 
moft  judicious  treatment.  There  may  not 
only  be  afulnefs  in  the  uterus,  but  at  the  fame 
time  a conftitutional  plethora,  determining 
more  blood  ftili  to  the  uterus,  and  adding  to 
the  caufe  above  alluded  to.  This,  with  feve* 
ral  other  caufes  capable  of  increafing  the  de- 
termination of  fluid  to  the  extreme  veflels, 
may  lay  the  foundation  of  dropfy.  Sometimes 
nature  is  capable  of  relieving  herfelf  by  her 
own  efforts,  as  the  uterus  by  contradiions  at 
the  ufual  period  of  geftation,  endeavours  to 
exclude  whatever  may  be  contained  within  it* 
Various  cafes  are  upon  record,  where  the  pro- 
grefs  of  this  afledlion  has  given  rife  to  the  idea 
of  pregnancy.  The  fame  general  increafe  of  fize, 
and  likewife  feveral  attendant  fymptoms  cor- 
refponding  to  that  ftate,  having  concurred  to 
flrengthen  the  opinion,  till  a difeharge  of  wa- 
ter has  proved  the  fallacy  of  the  expedation. 

Hildanus  relates  the  cafe  of  a woman  who 

fuppofed  herfelf  feveral  months  advanced  in 

* 

pregnancy. 
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firegnancy,'  til]  one  night  in  conjugal  int< 
courfe  with  her  huiband  * ihe  felt  fomcthi 
burft,  which  was  followed  by  a great  efl  . 
fion  of  water ; on  which  the  enlargement  ii  - 
mediately  difappeared,  and  (he  remained  f : 
from  any  fubfequent  inconvenicoce  -f- : but  : 
is  not  the  farne  happy  termination  befrier ; 
every  one.  Women  having  died  from  vn  i 
of  help  from  this  dropfical  accumulation,  I's 
following  cafe  is  perhaps  not  inappofite  to  t x 
affertion.' 

A woman  fifty  years  of  age,  who  had  i • 
ways  been  regular  in  menfixuation  till  Ihe  v » 

* Ut  dum  nodQ  cum  ffi’arito  rcm  haberet,  impcta  qi  • 
dam,  &c. 

Fide  Hildani  Obferuat.  li 

+ Zacutus  Lufitanus  mentions  the  hlftory  of  a worn  , 
who  from  an  obftnnSlion  of  the  menfes  for  feven  mon  , 
became  fo  large,  that  every  one  thought  her  pregnant ; : 
the  end  of  eleven  months,  fix  or  feven  pints  of  water  c • 
tinned  daily  to  flow  away  from  the  uterus,  without  ’ 
pains,  excepting  an  itching  of  the  belly, 

Zacut.  praxis  mirabil.  lib.  2.  Obf,  i • 

Laurentius  Joubert  has  recorded  a fimilar  cafe,  wher  : 
the  end  of  nine  months  the  f)’mptoms  difappeared  by  a • 
charge  of  water.  Joubert.  de  Urin 

for  ' 
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•ty-fivc,  began  to  find  her  abdomen  enlarge, 
ppofingherfelf  dropftcal,  (he  ufed  diuretic 
. xiicines,  and  imagined  they  leffened  the 
felling  j it  however  fhortly  returned,  and 
f reafed,  and  at  the  end  of  four  years  fhe  ex- 
j ed.  On  diffedtion,  the  lungs,  liver,  fpleen, 
i 1 other  vifcera,  were  found  perfedt ; the 
1 rus  was  the  part  which  occafioned  the  en- 
J^ement.  In  the  cavity  of  the  cheft  was 
( itained  a quantity  of  w^ater,  which  it  is  pof- 
J le,  by  producing  fuifocation,  was  the  im- 
I'diatecaufe  of  her  death.  But  an  incifion 
I'ng  made  into  the  uterus,  upwards  of  feventy 
pts  of  water  were  found  in  it.  From  the 
I fedl  flate  of  every  other  vifcps,  this  is  fup- 
1 *ed  to  have  entirely  originated  in  a difeafe 
c'thc  uterus.  It  muft  here  be  added,  like- 
X,  that  there  was  a glandular  enlargement 
1 the  neck  of  the  womb,  about  the  fize  of 
aen‘s  egg ; and  what  is  a little  fingular,  the 

t rus  adhered  in  feveral  places  to  the  perito- 
J um,  covering  the  internal  parietes  of  the 
Silomen. 

Several  other  inftances  could  be  brought  for- 
^ rd,  but  they  will  be  unneceflary  to  prove, 

^ what 
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what  is  too  true,  that  women  fometimes  die 
from  this  difeafe ; for  even  if  we  fay  the  wa- 
ter in  the  cheft  was  the  immediate  caufe,  the 
fwelling  of  the  uterus,  by  its  preffure  on  the 
veffels,  muft  be  admitted  as  giving  birth  to 
this*. 

In  this,  as  well  as  one  formerly  related  un- 
der the  article  Polypus,  where  water  was  like- 
wife  found,  there  was  a caufe  fully  fufficient 
to  prevent  the  efcape  of  the  water  j and  it  may 
be  queftioned  whether,  if  fuch  a circum fiance 
did  not  exift,  the  efforts  of  nature  would  not 
be  always  equal  to  the  expulfion  of  the  con^ 
tents,  therefore  ”an  inattention  to  the  patient’s 
fituation  may  prove  no  final  detriment ; but 
as  we  may  pofiibly  miftake  it  for  pregnancy, 
or  abdominal  dropfy,  and  in  confequence  of 
this  fuppofition  have  recourfe  to  an  operation 
to  evacuate  the  fluid,  our  primary  enquiries 
fhould  certainly  be  directed  to  afeertain  the' 
real  nature  of  the  cafe. 

There  are  feveral  complaints,  indeed,  with 
which  dropfy  of  the  uterus  may  be  confounded. 

* This  curious  Cafe  is  taken  from  Bonetus. 
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Thefe  I fhall  enumerate,  with  the  charaderlftic 
jfymptoms  whereby  they  may  be  diftinguifhed. 

1.  Dropfy  of  the  Ovarium* 

2.  Afcites* 

3.  Pregnancy* 

4.  Tympanitis  Abdominalis  vel  Inteftinalis. 

5.  Tympanitis  Uteri. 

6.  Enlarged  Myfenteric  Glands. 

7.  Retained  Menfes  from  imperforated  Hy- 
men. 

All  thefe  occafionally  occur  in  practice,  and 
fome  very  frequently.  With  regard  to  the 
firft,  or  Dropfy  of  the  Ovarium,  it  differs 
from  it,  in  being  more  flow  in  its  formation  ; 
it  likewife  has  this  peculiarity,  that  at  its  com- 
mencement a lump  may  be  felt  on  that  fide 
where  the  difeafed  ovarium  is  fituated ; and, 
thirdly,  the  health  of  the  patient  will  remain 
a long  time  iinaffedted  by  it.  The  menfes 
likewife  continue  regular,  fometimes  even  a 
woman  fhall  conceive,  and  be  fafely  delivered, 
after  the  ovarium  has  been  diftended  with 
dropfy  ; and  this  procefs  being  completed,  the 
progrefs  of  the  complaint  may  be  continued 
without  feeming  to  be  fcnfibly  influenced  by 
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fuch  an  event.  To  this  we  may  add,  that 
when  ovarial  dropfy  is  fo  great  as  to  make  the 
abdomen  quite  tenfe,  the  fluctuation  may  be 
felt  by  a perfbn  ac'cuftomed  to  the  examina- 
tion in  a much  more  clear  and  decided  man- 
ner, than  where  the  uterus  intervenes. 

A lady  came  to  confult  me  a few  weeks  ago, 
who  had  an  ovarial  dropfy  for  feveral  years, 
which  was  now  fo  confiderable  as  to  occafion 
great  inconvenience,  the  mufcles  being  appa- 
rently ready  to  burfl: ; on  applying  the  tops 
of  the  fingers  to  one  fide,  and  tapping  the  op- 
pofite  part  of  the  belly  in  the  gentlefl:  manner 
imaginable,  the  fluctuation  was  exceedingly 
perceptible,  and  was  of  itfelf  fuflicient  to  leave 
no  doubt  >vhere  the  water  was  contained. 

From  Afcites,  it  is  to  be  diftinguifhed  by 
this  being  frequently  conneded  with  vifceral 
difeafe,  as  obltruClion  of  the  liver,  by  the  ge- 
neral health  being  more  diflurbed,  by  fallow- 
nefs  of  complexion,  by  the  thirfl:  attendant  on 
it,  and  by  the  breafts  being  unaffeCted ; for  in 
dropfy  of  the  uterus,  as  indeed  from  any  caufc 
almofl:,  by  which  the  uterus  is  enlarged,  the 
breafls  begin  to  fympathize,  and  become  full. 

This 
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This  does  not  continue  long,  'tis  true ; they* 
again  become  flaccid.  As  thefe  two  circum- 
Hances' above  fl:ated  are  the  mofl;  likely  to  be 
miftakcn,  it  is  the  more  important  to  remem- 
ber the  charaders  laid  down. 

It  will  fcarcely  be  neceflTary  to  point  out  the 
fymptoms  peculiar  to  pregnancy ; every  wor- 
thy matron  deems  herfelf  a competent  judge 
in  deciding  this  queftion.  It  is  only  to  be 
wiflied  that  their  hopes  may  not  influence 
their  judgement,  as  the  difappointment  mufl: 
be  proportioned  to  the  force  of  the  perfua- 
lion*.  Two  things  therefore  may  be  laid 
down  as  not  unworthy  their  recolledlion,  the 
flaccidity  of  the  breafts,  and  the  want  of  co- 
lour around  the  nipple.  I will  not  add  the 
want  of  motion  of  the  child,  as  there  is  great 
room  for  deception  in  this  refped. 

In  dillinguifliing  it  from  Tympamtis\,  the 

elaftic 

* Dr.  Lowder  mentioned  a cafe  in  his  Ledlures  of  a 
Lady  who  was  fo  anxious  to  have  a child,  that  being  exa- 
mined on  account  of  fome  abdominal  enlargement,  which 
fhe  (aferibed  to  pregnancy,  and  finding  it  was  not,  her  dif. 
appointment  brought  on  mental  derangement. 

t Under  the  term  Tympanitis,  I here  include  every  fpe- 
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daftic  feel  peculiar  to  the  complaint  is  chiefly 
to  be  depended  on  ; fwellings  of  this  defcrip- 
are  likewife  liable  to  much  variation  of  fize, 
and  as  theif  diminution  is  ufually  accompa- 
nied with  a difcharge  of  wind,  this  likewife  is 
another  Angular  feature;  when  this  takes  placfc 
from  the  uterus,  which  is  perfedly  involun- 
tary on  the  part  of  the  patient,  little  doubt  or 
obfcurity  can  afterwards  continue. 


cies  wfiere  wind  is  the  diftendihg  caufe.  The  Tympanitis 
Inteftirtalis  is  the  moft  ordinary-fpecies,  and  afFedls,  in  a 
certain  degree,  a great  number  of  people  ; it  has  a peculi^ 
dependance  on  afFe£lions  of  the  uterus,  for  whenever  men-  • 
ftruation  is  irregular  or  obllrudled,  thefe  flatulent  fwellings ; 
enfue.  This  is  very  remarkable  at  that  period  of  life  when 
mehflruation  ceafes.  The  bowels  are  then  always  more- or 
lefs  afFeiled.  Air  is  fecreted  in  large  quantities,  occafioni-' 
ing  great  uneafinefs.  Though  I have  ftated  above,  that 
there  is  a difcharge  of  wind  produced  when  the  fwelling 
fubfides,  this  is  not  uniformly  the  cafe,  the  air  being  re- 
abforbed.  They  arife  from  a want  of  tone  and  energy  in 
the  ftomach  and  bowels,  and  are  relieved  and  generally  cured 
by  aromatics,  bitters,  and  cordials.  If,  therefore,  this  is 
fuppofed  to  be  dropfical,  and  remedies  prefcribed  with  a. 
view  to  evacuate  the  water,  the  views  of  the  pra£litioner 
will  be  baffled,  and  the  patient’s  complaint  aggravated ; for 
all  draflic  purgatives  are  pernicious,  and  diuretics  are  not 
ferviceable.  The  ufe  of  the  Peruvian  Balfara  may  almoft 
be  denominated  a fitfcific. 

The 
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The  next  thing  laid  down  as  refembling 
the  difeal'e  in  queftion,  viz.  Enlarged  My  fen- 
tenc  Glands,  do  not  fo  frequently  exift  in  that 
degree  as  to  occafion  the  deception.  1 have 
however  feen  an  inftance  of  it,  where  the 
whole  abdominal  cavity  was  filled  by  them. 
There  are  fcarcely  any  limits  to  the  diftenfion 
of  parts,  when  they  once  affume  a difpofition 
to  enlarge.  The  ovafia  are  a fufficient  proof  of 
this,  for  who  could  fufpedt  that  two  bodies  fo 
fmall  could  by  any  poffible  change  of  ftrudture 
contain  fuch  a quantity  of  fluid  as  in  many  in- 
flances  they  are  found  to  do  ? The  fame  is  the 
cafe  with  the  Myfenteric  Glands,*  they  are  not, 
however,  very  fimilar  to  droply  of  the  uterus, 
being  firm,  folid,  unyielding,  and  ponderous, 
by  which  characters  they  will  generally  be  de- 
tected. 

The  very  poffibility  of  a miftake  where  the 
error  is  important,  fhould  be  guarded  againft, 
and  therefore  I have  mentioned  the  enlarge- 
ment from  the  menfes  being  retained,  as  con- 
ftituting  a fpecies  of  abdominal  fwelling  to  be 
diftinguifhed  from  Hydrops  Uteri.  This  is 
not  very  unufual,  there  being  a confiderabl^ 

number 
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number  of  well  authenticated  cafes  now  upon 
record,  and  fome  few  have  come  within  my 
own  obfervation.  This  has  often  been  injurious 
to  the  reputation  of  the  patient,  who  has  been 
fufpedied  of  being  pregnant : its  principal  phse-r 
nomenon  is  the  periodical  return  of  pain  and 
uneafinefs,  being  correfpondent  with  the  peri- 
ods of  menflruation,  for  the  difeharge  being 
prevented  by  the  want  of  a natural  aperture,  a 
gradual  increafe  of  lize  is  the  confequence. 
There  is  likewife  a continual  fenfe  of  weight, 
, or  bearing  down.  Thefe  circumftances  will 
lead  us  to  fufpedl  the  real  ftate  of  the  cafe ; 
and  as  this  never  happens  after  menflruation 
has  been  regularly  effedted,  this  will  afford 
another  prefumptive  proof.  ’ 

. When  we  have  fo  far  afeertained  the  cafe  as 
to  underfland  it  is  a dropfy  of  the  uterus,  we 
are  at  the  fame  time  to  recollefl  that  there  is 
great  variety  with  regard  to  the  circumflfeces 
under  which  the  difeafe  may  exifl. 

- If  the  water  is  contained  in  the  uterus,  as  it 
is  in  the  abdomen  under  Afeites,  that  is  to 
fay,  in  one  general  fac,  there  is  great  proba- 
bility of  a natural  cure,  fupppfing  the  obflruc- 
. tion 
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tion  at  the  mouth  of  the  womb,  fuch  as  may 
be  eafily  overcome;  When  the  fluid  is  con- 
tained in  fmall  veficles,  the  chance  of  this 
event  is  much  lefs.’  It  has  been  fuppofed  by 
fome  refpedable  authority,  that  whenever 
water  was  contained  in  the  uterus  in  confidera- 
ble  quantity,  and  came  away  without  any  ve- 
ficular  appear^ces,  it  was  only  an  enlarged 
hydatid  burfl, 

' J will  not  attempt  to  fupport  or  difprove 
this  opinion,  for  [the  refult  is  ftill  the  fame. 
One  hydatid  fq  enlarged  will  be  much  more 
likely  to  burfl:  from  its  diftenflon,  from  the  • 
contradlion  of  the  uterus,  or  even  from  the 
motions  of  the  patient,  than  a duller  of  hy- 
datids, where  each  is  fupported  by  the  lide  of 
another;  and  this  unfortunately  is  the  mofl; 
common  occurrence,  fuppoling  even  the  wa-^ 
ter  to  be  retained  by  an  obftrudtion  to  the 
mouth  of  the  womb.  In  the  former  cafe,  it 
will  be  poflible  for  the  moll  part  tq  give  it 
vent,  by  the  introdudlion  of  a catheter ; no 
prognollic,  therefore,  can  be  given  till  the 
mouth  of  the  womb  be  examined  per  tadum. 

•If  the  os  uteri  is  conliderably  thickened  and 
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enlarged,  if  more  efpecially  there  is  difcovered 
to  be  a fungous  or  polypous  excrefcence>  there 
is  much  lefs  chance  of  our  being  able  to  re- 
move it,  for  belides  the  impediment  to  its 
evacuation,  the  fchirrous  induration  muft  in- 
creafe  the  effufion,  and  I am  inclined  to  be- 
lieve that  general  dropfy  of  the  uterus  is  moft 
frequently  attended  with  this  ftate  of  parts. 

There  is,  in  my  opinion,  a great  diftihdtion 
to  be  made  between  Dropfy  of  the  Uterus  ari- 
fing  from  hydatids,  and  that  which  does  not ; 
the  latter  is  the  effed;  of  organic  difeafe,  the 
other  owing  merely  to  the  accidental  depofi- 
tion  of  the  taenia  hydatigena,  which  animal- 
cule naturally  provides  itfelf  a watery  recepta* 

• cle  in  whatever  part  of  the  body  it  is  found. 
This  being  a fecretipti  of  the  infed  itfelf^'  is 
not  neceffarily  accompanied  with  difeafe,  and 
the  conlradion  of  the  uterus  takes  place  foonet 
than  it  would  do  in  the  latter  cafe.  When 
hydatids  are  the  caufe,  the  expulfive  efforts  of 
the  uterus  are  followed  by  a ferous  or  bloody 
difcharge,  for  as  they  are  attached  to  the  fides, 
their  feparation  is  ufually  accompanied  with 
fome  degree  of  effufion ; hence  we  fee  a pa- 
tient’s 
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tie^it’s  fufFerings  may  be  much  curtailed  by 
prudent  affiftance  in  detaching  that  from  which 
nature  is  not  fully  able  to  extricate  herfelf : 
and  here  it  will  not  be  neceflary  to  wait  for 
that  dilatation  of  parts  requifite  for  a fcetus  to 
pafs.  Therefore  when  a pcrfon  .who  from  an 
increafe  of  bulk  feems  feveral  months  advanced 
vidth  child,  is  feized  with  pains  fimilar  to  la- 
bour, accompanied,  with  a coloured  difeharge 
from  the  vagina,  thefe  having  continued  fome 
time  without  relief,  it  will  be  adyifeable  to 
propofe  an  examination ; and  if  we  difcover 
the  caufe  to  be  whaTis  no,w  under  confidera- 
tion,  we  fhould  ufe  gradual  efforts  to  remove 
it,  which  if  not  too  powerful,  will  not  be 
produdlive  of  hsemorrhage.  . 

T/be  Cure. 

The  cure  of  Dropfy  of  the  Uterus  mufl 
confift,  as  in  other  cafes,  in  evacuating  the 
water,  and  preventing  its  return.  In  that 
fpecies  which  I have  mentioned  as  a general 
dropfy  of  the  part,  the  ufe  of  diuretic  medi- 
cines will  prove  beneficial  ; purgatives  are 
not  proper,  as  determining  more  fluids  to 
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thefe  parts.  Spt.  Nitri  dulc.  given  in  the 
quantity  of  a drachm  three  times  a day,  is  one 
of  the  beft  medicines  with  which  we  are  ac- 
quainted, for  promoting  the  fecretion  of  the 
kidneys.  Warm  fridtions  on  the  abdomen, 
continued  for  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  each  time, 
and  repeated  twice  or  thrice  a day,  prove  like- 
wife  advantageous ; they  tend  to  forward  the 
circulation  through  the  uterus,  and  to  encou- 
rage its  contradtions : this  is  an  important  ac- 
quifition.  I have  already  ftated  that  there  is  a 
difpofition  in  the  uterus  to  adl  at  the  end  of 
nine  months,  whether  it  is  much  diftended  or 
not,  yet  in  many  inftances  it  has  been  found 
to  exceed  that  term,  and  even  to  have  lofi: 
that  power  which  is  inherent  in  it,  and  this  is 
owing  to  the  gradual  manner  in  which  the 
preflure  is  produced,  or  from  the  debility  of 
its  fibres. 

To  obviate  this,  nothing  is  more  efficacious 
■ than  the  means  propofed  of  rubbing  the  abdo- 
men. Flannel  moiftened  with  fpirits  of  wine, 
may  be  applied  to  the  belly  every  night,  and 
fupported  by  a bandage  moderately  tight, 
which  will  be  ufeful  in  preventing  by  its  pref- 

fure 
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fure  the  increafing  expanfion  of  the  uteruSfV 
The  application  of  fait  and  water  is  a remedy 
of  great  efficacy ; it  ffiould  be  a ftrong  fatu* 
rated  folution,  and  ffiould  be  applied  cold. 
The  irritation  of  the  fait  upon  the  furface  of 
ikin,  has  a moft  invigorating  and  tonic  effedt. 
Nothing  promotes  abforption  more  powerfully, 
and  as  the  energy  of  the  vifcera  depend  mate- 
rially on  the  ftate  of  the  fkin,  fo  the  excite- 
ment of  the  extreme  veflels  in  this  cafe  is 
communicated  to  the  uterus,  rendering  its  ac- 
tions more  vigorous,  its  fibres  more  tenfe,  and 
its  abforbents  more  adfive.  If  thefe  methods 
prove  unfuccefsful,  and  the  bulk  of  the  patient 
is  confiderable,  we  ffiould  ufe  emollient  in- 
jedtions.  Let  the  patient  fit  every  night  over 
the  fteam  of  hot  water,  and  we  muft  endeavour, 
by  prudent  management,  to  introduce  a catheter 
into  the  uterus.  During  the  whole  of  this  dif- 
cipline,  there  is  one  thing  to  be  particularly 
regarded,  which  is,  keeping  the  feet  warm 
and  dry.  Numberlefs  are  the  cafes  wherein, 
from  a negledl  of  this  attention,  has  originated 
menflrual  obftnidtion,  and  the  various  train  of 
evils  corifequent  upon  it.  How  to  explain 

this 
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iWs  IS  peihaps  difficult;  it  is  ti6t  the  quantity 
of  perfpirable  matter  checked  that  can  fuffici- 
ently  account  for  it,  probably  it  is  from  the 
balance  being  deftroyed  in  the  circulating  fyf- 
tem.  When  the  difeafe  is  connected  with 
much  debility,  we  fliould  likewife  have  regard 
to  the  general  health,  and  adminifter  bark  and 
chalybeates.  With  regard  to  diuretics,  though 
1 have  recommended  Spt.  Nit.  dulc.  as  a very 
nfeful  medicine,  we  fliould  be  influenced  by 
the  conftitution  of  the  patient  iri  this  refpe<ft ; 
for  inftance,  in  cold  indolent  habits,  medi- 
cines of  the  turpentine  clafs  will  -be  preferable 
to  the  neutral  faline  medicines,  as  the  kidneys 
may  require  a more  powerful  flimulus  than  is 
iproduced  by  the  latter. 

/ 

r I N I s. 


M.  Alhi,  Printer,  Paiernoshr-JUv. 


4 


INDEX. 


A.  ■ , 

Ambrose  PAREY  de  uteri  Prmltu Page  83 

Air-Peflary,  advantage  of, 91 

Aitkin,  Dr.  his  invention - 91 

Aftringent  injections,  ufeof, 93 

Authors  on  Polypus  114 

Author,  the,  his  theory  of  Polypus 115 

B. 

Bath,  cold,  its  mode  of  aClIon-.--"""*. — 33 

Benivonius,  curious  quotation  from,... 93  /■ 

Bonetus,  cafes  related  by,  — 105, 119,136 

\ 

C. 


Cold-bathing,  the  principle  on  which  It  proves  beneficial ......  33 


- ✓ 

D. 

Denman,  Dr.  remedies  for  Pruritus  Pudendl ...  83  , 

Dropfy  of  the  Uterus  not  much  known 13a 

from  what  to  be  diftinguilhed  ...... ....139 


E.  • 

Elytroccle,  the  nature  of  It.... 

Excrefcences  in  the  Urethra,  thccaufe  of  Prurigo  Pudendi 


U 


Florentinus 


E 


INDEX. 

F. 

Florentinus  Nicolaus,  on  Extirpation  of  the  Uterus.,... ..  ....  15 

Furor  Uterinus,  different  from  Pruritus  Pudcndi 73 

Fernelius,  cafe  from................. .... . , 133 

I G. 

\ 

Gryphon’s  Talon,  when  ufed-" 105 

Goetz,  de,  his  opinion  of  the  formation  of  Polypus <■113 

H. 

Hieronimus  Mercurialis,  on  removing  the  Uterus  15 

Hymen,  ftruflure  and  varieties  of, 17 

Hunter,  Dr.  recommendation  of  cold-bathing  to  prevent  mifcar- 

riage 3a 

His  error  in  treating  Polypus- laS 

Hildanus,  cafe  from,  .—-it- V135 

I. 

Infe£ls  the  caule  of  Pruritus  Pudendi 71 

' L. 

Lorry,  Profeflbr,  his  elegant  ftile — 75 

Labour,  natural,  treatment  of- 85 

Levret,  Monf.  his  work  on  Polypus 98 

Lpwder,  Dr.  his  cafe 

M. 

Menftruatlon,  defeft  of,  from  two  caufes 2+ 

- . relieved  by  a difcharge  of  blood  from  the  fingers 

and  hair  of  the  head 26 

Mifcarriage,  the  principal  caufe  of,  29 

Menltruation  under  pregnancy,  how  it  happens 3® 

Mifcaniages, 


INDEX. 


MlfcarriageSi  the  prevention  of, 31 

M«les,  a term  not  hitherto  properly  defined 57 

. , — charaflepftlc  fymptoms  of,  •••••• loi 

— — cure  of,  in SOI 

O. 

Ovaria,  ancient  opinion  of  their  ule  

P. 

Pruritui  Pudendi,  caufes  of,  71 

— Dr.  Sims,  his  account  of ; 73 

■ cure  of, : 78 

of  Pregnancy,  what  it  is 8 x 

Prolapfus  Uteri,  caiil'es  of, - 84 

■■■  difiinguifhed  from  Polypus,  how,  94 

Polypus  Uteri  delcribed  

The  term  not  ofed  by  the  Ancients  .”.98 

s, 

Schirrus  of  the  Uterus  curable  37 

an  attention  to  pofture  very  ncceflary  in  the  cure  of 46 

— ' fchrophulous,  the  general  nature  of  thole  which  affc6l 

the  womb 36 

Schirrous  induration  not  of  a cancerous  tendency,  charafterized  39 

• ■■■  Uteri,  far  advanced  before  it  is  dlfcovercd 43 

Cafe  illuftrative  of  this*”. ^ 44 

Speculum  Matricis,  ufc  of,  109 

T. 

Turner,  Dr.  his  cafe  of  a woman  who  removed  the  Uterus  by 

excifion 16 

Tympanitis,  treatment  of, - 141 


Uterus, 


INDEX. 


- . U. 

Uterus,  ftrti^lure  of,  ••••••.%•.■•.  lo 

mufcularity  of, 

excifion  of  faid  to  be  prafticable  without  deftroying  the 

patient 15 

— excificn of,  an  inftance  of,  •••■■; 

from  its  peculiar  ftruaure  and  ceconomy,  efpecially  liable 

to  fchirrus ai 

w.  ■ 

White,  Dr.  recommends  cold-bathing  to  prevent  mifcarriage 3* 

Womb,  cancer  of,  how  difcovered,  * S® 

Various  remedies  for,  51 

Dr,  W.  Johnfon’s  curious  cafe 53 

Willan’s  (Dr.)  work  7<>>  7®>  74>  75 

remedy  for  Prurigo,  &c. 

z. 

Zacchseus,  quotation  from,  98 

Zacutus  Lufitanus,  cafe  from,  13® 


the  end. 


M.  Allen,  Pnnter,  Paternoster-Rosu. 


